










Annual spending by families on communication
CDOC charges  $0.08 per minute to speak with an
incarcerated loved one, or $1.20 for a 15-minute
phone call. A 15- minute video call costs $6.00.
Electronic messages cost $0.49 per stamp.

$8.8M+

CONNECT COLORADO
FAMILIES WITH HB 1133

What will hb 1133 do?
Allow Colorado residents to communicate with their incarcerated loved ones in
state prisons and  privately contracted prisons at no cost 
Prohibit the state from taking kickbacks from its prison telecom vendor

1 in 3 families with an incarcerated loved one goes into debt trying to pay predatory prison telecom vendors to
maintain contact and 87% of the financial burden is borne by women. 
Every child deserves to hear “I love you” from their parent. Communication mitigates the trauma suffered by the
1 in 28 children whose parents are incarcerated.  
Communication with loved ones disrupts the toxicity of prisons and creates hope. When supported, incarcerated
people are more committed to their own success and engaged in rehabilitative behaviors, which studies have
shown decreases incidents  in facilities and reduces recidivism, making officers and us all safer.   
No program is more accessible and effective at improving reentry success than communication that strengthens
relationships between incarcerated people and their support networks.
The positive social and fiscal benefits associated with communication significantly outweigh its costs.

support connecting families Because...

"I haven't called in years now. Families are unnecessarily strapped. We are forced to go into debt
just to maintain connection to our family members inside. And we couldn't do it anymore." 
                                                                  — Colorado mother of two whose husband is incarcerated

Annual cost to state of making communication free
Providing free communication in prisons is cost-effective
program that promotes rehabilitation and becoming
increasingly so with innovative models being pioneered
across the nation.

$1.7 - 3.3M

Rep. Amabile

Rep. Lindsay

Contact Kayla Frawley (kayla@progressnowcolorado.org) & Bri Buentello (bbuentello@stand.org) with questions. 
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Good afternoon. My name is Ivana Bejaran, I am the state 
organizing director with stand for children and I will be reading a 
testimony written by Jesse Rula.  
 
My name is Jesse Rula and I am here to ask for your support on 
House Bill 1133. 
 
For many families with a loved one in prison phone calls may be 
their only consistent way of keeping in contact with each other. 
For children with an incarcerated parent, phone calls may be the 
only way that they get to tell their parents about an A they got on 
a test or the basketball game they won.  
 
It may be the only way to feel connected with their parent. 
Research has shown that children with an incarcerated parent are 
more likely to struggle academically, with depression, and with 
their behavior overall. I have seen these struggles firsthand 
working with children of incarcerated parents. These children are 
already struggling with feeling isolated and alone, but the more 
frequently they can connect with their missing parent, the less 
they feel that loss.  
Many of the families I worked with had single parents or 
grandparents raising the children while the other parent was 
incarcerated. This meant it was often difficult for them to make it 
to visitations. In cases like these, being able to have frequent 
phone calls is even more important since they couldn’t always 
make it in person. 
 
The benefits don’t just stop at the children and loved ones on the 
outside. Prisoners that are 



able to stay connected with their families and friends have more 
motivation to stay on the right path and an easier time transition 
back into their homes when they are released. This is 
especially true for young people in juvenile detention centers. 
Being able to have easy and affordable access to phone calls is a 
big part of staying connected. Families that are separated due to 
incarceration are already strained, being able to afford a phone 
call shouldn't be another barrier between them.  
 
With all the advances we have made in technology it should be 
easier than ever for 
families to stay connected but for many families dealing with 
incarceration the financial 
constraints still remain an obstacle. Prisons should allow phone 
calls to be monetarily accessible for inmates to make phone calls 
home, especially when it has so many positive benefits for the 
whole family. Thank you for your consideration.  
 
https://www.ojp.gov/ncjrs/virtual-library/abstracts/family-ties-during-imprisonment-do-they-
influen 
ce-future-criminal#:~:text=Five%20empirical%20studies%20of%20the,disciplinary%20infraction 
s%2C%20and%20lower%20recidivism. 
https://nicic.gov/projects/children-of-incarcerated-parents#:~:text=Research%20suggests%20th 
e%20incarceration%20of,ethnic%20disparities%20in%20incarceration%20rates. 


