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TESTIMONY IN SUPPORT OF SENATE BILL 23-275 
COLORADO WILD HORSE PROJECT 

 

Mr. Chairman and Members of the Senate Agriculture & Natural Resources, 

I am submitting testimony today to express our support for SB 275, the Colorado Wild Horse 
Project. America’s wild horses and burros occupy a special place in our state’s history and 
deserve to be protected. That is why the ASPCA has long advocated for a humane, nonlethal, 
and comprehensive approach to the management of free-range wild horses across the West.  

Wild horses and burros have enjoyed special legal protections since the passage of the 1971 
Wild Free-Roaming Horses and Burros Act. While these legal protections remain a critical 
component of a sustainable wild horse program, we have seen firsthand in Colorado the 
struggles the U.S. Bureau of Land Management (BLM) still have in effectively managing and 
implementing the Act.  

SB 275 is an opportunity for stakeholders to come together and advance our shared goals of 
humane treatment of wild horses and burros, along with ecological health and fiscal 
responsibility. Doing nothing will not achieve these goals and worse, will likely continue to put 
these wild animals in harm’s way. For more than a decade, the future of our wild mustangs has 
been under serious threat, but with this bill, we will be one step closer to converting what has 
been considered by many a lost cause into a success story.  

We support SB 275 because it will move Colorado closer to having an effective wild horse 
management program that is compassionate, nonlethal, and humane while also prioritizing 
range health, wildlife habitats, and the rural economy. We are thankful to the sponsors and the 
Governor’s office for the work they have done to bring this bill forward. For the sake of our 
states’ iconic herds, we encourage you to pass SB 275. 

Thank you for your consideration.  Please feel free to reach out with questions. 
 
Sincerely,  
 
Ali Mickelson 
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Betty Davies

For

themself

I Support SB23-275 - The Colorado Wild Horse Project

Finally, a well drawn creative solutions Bill that involves many people

that will work together for Wild Horses.

Wild life depends on Wild Horses as they are the only ones that spread

grass seeds and sagebrush seeds. Sage grouse, antelope, mule deer and

elk increase with Wild Horses. It is cattle and sheep with multiple

stomachs that eats grass, etc. From the roots that is destroying the

Rangelands thus climate Change.

It is human interception that is causing harm. Mother Earth will thrive

without humans. It is full circle.

The Denver Post survey shows that overwhelmingly the public does NOT

want horse slaughter. Please listen and Do the Right Thing.

First of all, it is NOT safe for human consumption. There are too many

drugs and vaccines that makes it detrimental for consumption. It is

certainly not USDA approved and America does not need the bad

publicity of selling unsafe meat. Colorado is better than this.

It has been mismanagement by BLM that has caused the problem. There

needs to be accountability and oversight. Do not blame the Wild Horses.

By the way, the sheep has been grazing Sand Wash Basin HMA much

longer than BLM says. There are pictures. Again, there is no regulation.

The horses has no problem co-existing with cattle, sheep, oil rigs,

recreational use, etc. Yet, the BLM campaign is scapegoating the Wild

Horses.

Personally, I want to see Wild Horses and so many other people do too.

It can be a tourist attraction for Colorado.

The Colorado Wild Horse Project is a WIN/WIN.

Please don't punish a breed that is self-sufficient and thrives. We can learn

from this iconic species. We must keep Wild Horses as our lives may

depend on it. Spain reveres their Wild Horses.

There are Better Solutions - Be part of that.

I thank the sponsors of this Bill.

Sincerely,

Betty Davies

Bette7755@gmail.com

360-350-2908
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Renee Faulkner

For

themself

For years I have had to bear witness to what amounts to nothing more

than government sanctioned animal abuse when it come to the treatment

and management of our wild horses and burros all access the west. The

majority of the American stakeholders and taxpayers don’t not approve

of the way our government has reduced our National monuments into

disposable trash. Our voices have been ignored, now it is time for a seat

at the table. I urge the committee to advance this bill for a vote.


