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March 29, 2023 
 
House Energy and Environment Committee 
Colorado General Assembly 
200 East Colfax Avenue 
Denver, CO 80203 
 

Re: Support HB23-1252 Thermal Energy and Amendments L.001 & L.002 
 
 
Chairwoman Kipp, Vice Chair Willford, and Members of the Committee: 
 
Western Resource Advocates (WRA) works to protect the West’s land, air, and water. We support policies that 
help to drive down greenhouse gas emissions, that improve our air quality, that protect the health of our river 
systems, wildlife, and drinking water, and that support our communities, and industries like agriculture, and the 
outdoor economy, which our state relies on. For more than 30 years WRA has worked alongside non-profit allies in 
partnership with Colorado state legislators, regulators, agencies, and the Governor’s office to help craft smart 
policy solutions to address climate change. We are grateful to Representative Lieder and Chairwoman Kipp for 
bringing this bill forward.  
 
Colorado cannot wait to tackle sources of climate pollution. While Colorado has made important progress on 
climate change in recent years, we still have a long way to go to reach our greenhouse gas reduction goals.  
 
WRA supports HB23-1252 because it:   

 Establishes geothermal systems for heating and cooling as eligible for grants from the Colorado Energy 
Office, and as eligible emissions reduction technologies in a utility Clean Heat Plan 

 Supports development of thermal energy resources, including geothermal networks  

 Permits gas utilities to develop thermal energy networks as a new utility service, and directs the Public 
Utilities Commission to determine if rules are needed for this purpose 

 Includes provisions that allow development of thermal energy networks serving more than one building, 
including for certain campuses and local governments, while protecting consumer interests 

 
House Bill 23-1252 is an important next step in our state’s efforts to address the effects and causes of climate 
change and to continue our progress towards a decarbonized economy  
 
We thank Representative Lieder and Representative Kipp for their work on this measure and House Energy and 
Environment Committee members for your consideration. We urge you to vote “yes” on HB23-1252.    
 
Sincerely, 

Gwen Farnsworth 
Deputy Director of State Advocacy 
Western Resource Advocates 
 
 

 
 

Western Resource Advocates provides on the ground solutions to climate change. WRA works with policymakers and 

other advocates to advance clean energy; protect air, land, water, and wildlife; and sustain the lives and livelihoods of the West. For 

more information, visit WesternResourceAdvocates.org and follow us on Twitter @wradv. 
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Water Conservation in O&G Testimony – Thursday, March 23, 2023 
 
Good afternoon, Chair Kipp and Committee members. My name is Becca Curry, I’m a Policy 
Council with Earthjustice.  
 
I support House Bill 1242 and ask for your vote in favor. Water is a scarce resource in Colorado 
and in the broader southwestern United States to which the Colorado River system provides 
water. We are in the worst drought in 1200 years, yet the amount of water used in hydraulic 
fracturing for oil and gas is on the rise. Over the past four years, oil and gas operations created 
95 billion gallons of contaminated and toxic produced water that are permanently removed from 
the hydrological cycle. Additionally, an average of 17 million gallons of water are injected into a 
single well, according to the Colorado Oil and Gas Conservation Commission (COGCC). During 
this time of water scarcity, when many Coloradans face water restrictions, we must preserve our 
precious fresh waters.  
 
HB 1242 proposes to preserve fresh water by requiring that an increasing amount of produced 
water be recycled or reused – while requiring a decrease in the amount of fresh water used in oil 
and gas operations. It also improves the reporting and transparency for water utilized in oil and 
gas operations. Currently, operators are not required to disclose their water sources nor their 
produced water disposal methods. State agencies cannot currently provide the necessary data to 
understand consequential risks posed to public health and the environment, especially in 
disproportionately impacted communities.  
 
These provisions will help save billions of gallons of fresh water for farmers and growing 
communities and it will increase transparency about water used in oil and gas operations. As 
Colorado is behind other states in terms of recycling—some Texas producers are recycling 80 to 
90% of their produced water—this is an opportunity to become a leader in water management, 
especially in this time of drought.  
 
Again, I ask for your yes vote. Thank you! 




