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Cory Gaines 

Against 

themself 

 

My name is Cory Gaines.  I am writing in opposition to HB24 - 1075.  

 

I am not a member of any organization and speak on no one else's behalf 

(save for those who are concerned about their ability to meet their bills as 

government takes more and more of our money). 

 

As a taxpayer, as a citizen of this state, I have watched with some alarm at 

the perennial attempts to institute a government-run or financed health 

insurance.   

 

This bill, while just a study, is clearly part of what would be a multi-year 

effort to institute such a program; it merely does so over a longer time 

scale to limit the amount of citizen and business complaint. 

 

I am alarmed at these efforts because I am old and wise enough to have 

seen multiple times how government-run programs are inefficient, costly, 

and result in yet more burdens on those that pay taxes.  One only need 

look at the failure that the psuedo-public healthcare "Colorado Option" has 

been for multiple regions in this state.   

 

Are we to honestly believe that a full-on public healthcare system would go 

better? 

 

Our current system is not perfect, and I doubt you could find someone who 

would claim it's working well, but a trip to the DMV ought to convince 

nearly anyone that the government should be kept as far away as possible 

from anything we want to at least have hope of functioning well.  And 

function cheaply. 
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This bill will start the process to create a government-run healthcare 

system in this state. 

 

It will create a system that will grow government when our state 

government is already at record levels of personnel and cost.   

 

It will create a new entitlement in Colorado's budget that will further drag 

the economy of this state down.   

 

It will reach yet farther into the pockets of taxpayers, taking the money 

they might have spent on their own families. 

 

And it will do all of this without any substantive increase in the well-being 

of the average Coloradans which foot the bill. 

 

I urge you to vote no and concentrate your efforts on things that don't take 

money from taxpayers and that will actually improve the lives of 

Coloradans. 

 

Thank you, 

 

C 

Virginia GEBHART 

For 

Colorado Foundation For 

Universal Health Care 

 

This bill will be funded by gifts, grants and donations. It will hire the 

Colorado School of Public Health (CSPH) to build on their work that was 

started by HB19-1176 Health Care Cost Savings Act. That study showed 

with macro level data that a unified public insurance plan to cover all 

Coloradans could save up to $Billions per year. The analysis created by this 

bill will allow CSPH to provide data on a micro level. When they take a 

closer look, will the micro level data show that a public health insurance 

plan to cover all Coloradans is feasible? 

 

The unjustified killing of the UnitedHealthcare CEO Brian Thompson 

triggered an explosion of justified anger against corrupt corporate run 

health insurance. Thousands of people in Colorado live in fear of medical 

debt, even if they have insurance. Don't we have an obligation to find out if 

we can do better for the people of Colorado?  
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Please vote yes on SB25-045. 

Heidi Leathwood 

For 

350 Colorado 

 

Thank you Chair Mullica and members of the committee for the 

opportunity to give testimony. I regret that I am not able to appear in 

person before you. On behalf of 350 Colorado, I urge a yes vote on this 

SB25-045. There are many uncertainties Colorado and our nation face 

concerning health care and this bill provides the opportunity to study how 

to protect Coloradans. New policies at the federal level may reduce health 

care access. As a grassroots organization founded to work on the climate 

crisis and related issues, one of our concerns is the increasing health 

impacts that will be caused by the climate crisis, such as extreme heat 

exposure, increased respiratory and cardiac impacts from air pollution, and 

increased spread of disease due to changes of conditions related to climate 

change (including increased risk of future pandemics). These health risks 

are projected to be greater for disproportionately impacted communities - 

people who have fewer resources to cope with them, and are more likely 

to have problems with access to health care. This bill is an important first 

step to ensure all people in Colorado can receive the health care they need.  

Thank you for your consideration.  

Heidi Leathwood, Climate Policy Analyst, 350 Colorado 

 






