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TO:   Senate Finance Committee 

FROM:  Nick Torres – Director, Advocacy 

  Nick.Torres@Lung.org (303) 847-0267 

DATE:  February 4, 2025 

SUBJECT: Opposition to Senate Bill 25-056 

The American Lung Association works on behalf of the 34 million Americans, including more 

than 700,000 Coloradans, living with lung diseases like asthma, COPD, and lung cancer. 

 

Tobacco use remains the leading cause of preventable death and disease in the United States, 

and here in Colorado. In all, tobacco use claims the lives of an estimated 480,000 people in the 

United States each year. Decades worth of research and realworld examples are clear: one of 

the most effective policy measures to address smoking rates is to increase taxes on tobacco 

products and invest those funds into tobacco control programs including prevention and 

cessation efforts. 

The Colorado General Assembly and Colorado voters should be applauded for doing just that. 

Voters have overwhelmingly supported higher taxes on tobacco products via Amendment 35 in 

2004, Proposition EE in 2020, and again with Proposition II in 2023. 

The Lung Association believes that all tobacco products should be taxed equally across all 

product categories. We oppose carve-outs for particular types of tobacco products. Senate Bill 

25-056 is proposing a special, lower tax rate for a certain category of cigars. But a cigar, no 

matter how high-end, is still a tobacco product. In fact, the amount of tobacco in a large 

premium cigar in many cases equals the same amount of tobacco in an entire pack of 

cigarettes.  

In addition to the public health implications, the fiscal impact of a tax cut on these products is 

particularly concerning given the overwhelming budget pressures on the General Fund this 

year. Last year, the fiscal note on a nearly identical bill was estimated at nearly $10 million 

annually to the State. This year’s dramatically lower fiscal note of $1.3 million raises questions 

about how Colorado assesses the economic and health costs due to tobacco use. 

 According to the Lung Association’s 2025 State of Tobacco Control report, Colorado earned a 

“C” grade for tobacco taxes. There is more work that our state should be doing to increase taxes 

on tobacco products. Lowering these taxes is precisely the wrong approach. 

Finally, cutting taxes on tobacco products would mean cuts to important programs that rely on 

this revenue, like local health department prevention grants, the state’s Tobacco Quitline, 1-800-

Quit-Now, and The Rural Schools Cash Fund. 

We ask that you continue Colorado’s commitment to a public health and respectfully request a 

No vote.
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