




 

April 7, 2026 
 
House Energy & Environment Committee 
Colorado General Assembly  
200 E. Colfax Avenue 
Denver, CO 80203 
Re: SB26- 150 Modernizing Regional Transportation District   
Dear Transportation & Energy Committee.   
My name is Ann Sutton, living in Westminster CO. This testimony represents the 
position of the League of Women Voters of Colorado in Support of SB26-150 that 
addresses recommendations for changes in governance to improve efficiency, diversity, 
and experience of the Board of Directors.  We believe that implementation of the 
described changes will strengthen transparency and accountability of the Board.   
The League supports measures to improve the coordination, effectiveness, efficiency, 
and economical operation of local government units.  Public mass transportation 
improvements are a high priority.   
Our thanks to the sponsors for recognizing the importance of comprehensive planning 
for improving service to RTD riders with disabilities, often an under-served part of our 
community.  
We ask the Committee for your full support of the goals of this legislation.  
Sincerely,  

 

 
Ann Sutton Volunteer Lobbyist 
League of Women Voters of Colorado 
110 16th Street Mall 
Suite 1326 
Denver,  CO  80202   
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Davon Williams 

For 

themself 

 

Dear Chair and Members of the Committee, 

 

My name is Davon Williams, and I am a candidate for Colorado House 
District 3, representing communities in both Denver and Arapahoe 
County. I previously served on a local board of education, where I 
focused on accountability, access, and the effective delivery of public 
services. 

 

I am writing in support of SB26-150 and its efforts to modernize the 
Regional Transportation District. 

 

Reliable transportation is essential to the communities I am seeking to 
represent. It affects access to employment, education, healthcare, and 
overall economic mobility. In many parts of House District 3, residents 
rely on transit systems that must be consistent, accessible, and 
responsive to real-world needs. 

 

I appreciate that this bill takes a comprehensive 
approachâ€”particularly around improving accountability, 
strengthening governance, and addressing gaps in service for riders, 
including those with disabilities. The requirement for a third-party 
analysis and long-term planning for paratransit services is especially 
important, as it centers the experiences of riders who are often most 
impacted when systems fall short. 

 

Efforts to better align governance with population and ridership, 
improve oversight, and ensure follow-through on prior 
recommendations are important steps toward rebuilding trust in RTD. 
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As you consider this bill, I encourage continued focus on: 

 â€¢ delivering measurable improvements in service 
reliability 

 â€¢ ensuring accessibility and equity for riders across the 
region 

 â€¢ maintaining transparency and accountability in 
implementation 

 â€¢ aligning governance structures with the needs of a 
growing and diverse population 

 

Modernizing RTD is ultimately about ensuring that the system works for 
the people who depend on it every day. 

 

Thank you for your time and consideration. 

 

Sincerely, 

Davon Williams 

Jef Otte 

For 

themself 

 

I like taking the bus. Since I was a kid, Iâ€™ve felt public transportation 
was the most fun way to get around, and as an adult, I like that I can 
settle in and knock out work during my commute, instead of sitting 
behind the wheel not getting anything done. 

 

So it says something that I hardly ever take the bus anymore.  

 

The service is spotty. Where I live, in the northwest suburbs, the routes 
are so sparse itâ€™s hardly a practical way to get around, unless Iâ€™m 
going either to downtown Denver, downtown Boulder, or the airport. And 
while those routes are valuable, theyâ€™re also unreliable, and I 
canâ€™t afford to wonder whether the bus thatâ€™s supposed to come 
is actually going to show up. Itâ€™s been this way for years. RTD needs 
reform. 

 

A change in the structure of the board - to a leaner, better paid, more 
empowered board with real expertise - is a step in the right direction. 
The RTD accountability committee, appointed by this body, has 
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returned with this recommendation, and now itâ€™s time to make that 
recommendation a reality.  

 

Will it work? I sure hope so. It may be an iterative process. Either way, 
itâ€™s clear that a change will need to happen. I urge this committee to 
advance this bill and start that change. 

Joseph Pero 

Against 

themself 

 

I oppose SB26-150. While framed as an accountability measure, this bill 
significantly reduces democratic representation by shrinking the RTD 
board from 15 elected members to just 5, replacing nearly half with 
gubernatorial appointees. This shift risks consolidating power at the 
state level and weakening the voice of local communities and transit 
riders. 

The proposal also raises barriers to public participation by increasing 
petition requirements for candidates and restructuring districts based 
partly on ridership, which may underrepresent less-served areas that 
most need investment. 

Additionally, increasing board compensation and reducing quorum 
requirements could diminish transparency and public trust rather than 
improve it. 

RTD absolutely needs reform, but those reforms should strengthen, not 
weaken, voter control, equity in representation, and accountability to 
the public. 

For these reasons, I respectfully urge a â€œnoâ€� vote. 

Thank you for your consideration. 

 


