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The Colorado Renewable Energy Society (CRES)

March 25, 2026

RE: HB26-1051: Continue Microgrid Community Resilience Grant

Program

After reviewing the bill, CRES urges the Committee to vote YES on HB26-1051.

CRES is a strong advocate for renewable energy, and the microgrid community resilience grant
program prioritizes grants for nonfossil-fuel-based electricity generation as it is written in C.R.S.
§§40-9.8-104(4). The extension of the grant program empowers collaboration between
cooperative electric associations or municipally owned utilities and the eligible rural
communities they serve. These economic partnerships enhance commercial viability of
renewable energy projects as we continue the important work of decarbonizing our electric grid.

Thus CRES is in strong support of this bill.

Thank you for your consideration of this recommendation.

Sincerely,

Vincent P. Calvano

Brandon N. Brown

CRES Policy Committee

Colorado Renewable Energy Society



About CRES:

CRES is a Colorado nonprofit corporation established in 1996. CRES creates environmental,
social, and economic benefits for Colorado by promoting energy efficiency and renewable
energy of all types. CRES advocates for a carbon-neutral Colorado powered by 100% renewable
energy, and is engaged in promoting energy efficiency, demand side management, beneficial
electrification, and the full breadth of renewable energy development in Colorado’s
communities. CRES also advocates for ways to achieve Colorado’s emissions reduction targets.

CRES educates and assists the state’s consumers, businesses and communities to advance
renewable energy and energy efficiency in a manner that supports the economy and the
environment.

CRES membership includes approximately 350 individual and business members interested in
renewable energy and energy efficiency. The organization reaches more than 6,000 email
subscribers and sponsors educational programs attended by hundreds.

CRES works on behalf of consumers, small businesses, and communities throughout the state to
promote the expeditious transition from fossil fuels to renewable energy.



