
‭April 24, 2024‬

‭Senator Kevin Priola‬
‭Chairperson, Senate Transportation and Energy Committee‬
‭Colorado Senate‬

‭Dear Senator Priola,‬

‭I am writing on behalf of the Colorado Department of Public Health and Environment (CDPHE) to express‬
‭our support for House Bill 24-214, proposed by the Department of Personnel and Administration (DPA).‬
‭SB24-214 aims to establish a central office focused on sustainable state operations. This office will play a‬
‭critical role in advancing internally-focused sustainability efforts across state agencies, maximizing the‬
‭utilization of federal funds available through the Inflation Reduction Act, and positioning Colorado as a‬
‭leader in sustainable state operations.‬

‭Since the first state executive order on Greening Government was signed in 2005, CDPHE has been a‬
‭leader in reducing the environmental impacts of our agency’s operations. From our 2015 baseline, we‬
‭have reduced water use by 38%, petroleum fuel consumption by 34%, and total greenhouse gas emissions‬
‭by 33% with 10% of our total energy use coming from a solar garden. While we have made great strides in‬
‭our efforts to reduce impacts, having an internally focused office to support sustainable operations,‬
‭processes, and facilities across the executive branch, as proposed in SB 24-214, will build on these‬
‭successes.‬

‭The establishment of a dedicated office focused on improving the sustainability of state government‬
‭operations is a commendable initiative that aligns with CDPHE's mission to protect and improve the health‬
‭and environment of all Coloradans. DPA is well-positioned to provide critical leadership in support of the‬
‭new office and advancing greening government goals of our state by:‬

‭●‬ ‭providing leadership and accountability for sustainability initiatives within state agencies;‬
‭●‬ ‭developing baseline metrics for environmental impact reduction; and‬
‭●‬ ‭leveraging federal funding opportunities for clean energy investments.‬

‭Thank you for considering our perspective on this important matter. We urge you to support House Bill‬
‭24-214 and its establishment of a central office focused on sustainable state operations, which will‬
‭undoubtedly benefit the health and well-being of all Coloradans and contribute to a more sustainable‬
‭future for our state.‬

‭Sincerely,‬

‭Trisha Oeth‬
‭Director of Environmental Health and Protection‬

‭4300 Cherry Creek Drive S, Denver, CO 80246-1530‬‭ ‬‭P‬‭303-692-2000‬‭ ‬‭www.colorado.gov/cdphe‬
‭Jared Polis, Governor  |  Jill Hunsaker Ryan, MPH, Executive Director‬
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VOTE NO. We do NOT need this. 

 


