






 
 
 
February 2024 
 
To:  House Education Committee 

Re:  HB24-1096--School Psychologist Licensure Interstate Compact 

 
Dear Committee Members, 
 
The American Association of University Women (AAUW) is one of the oldest women's organizations in 
the country, empowering women since 1881. The mission of AAUW is to advance equity for women and 
girls through research, education and advocacy. AAUW of Colorado represents over 700 community 
leaders as members around the state. 
 
Today, Colorado faces a severe shortage of healthcare professionals, none more serious than the lack of 
school psychologists at the very time when our children need them the most. At the same time, 
Colorado is home to a number of military installations, and spouses often accompany their military 
members to assignments here. The same is true for many spouses of corporate employees transferred 
here. The majority of these spouses are women who currently face barriers to continue in their 
healthcare careers. 
 
House Bill 1096 represents an opportunity to take advantage of the talent already in our state, as well as 
allow movement from other states that are members of the compact. AAUW believes the School 
Psychologists Licensure Compact proposed in House Bill 1096 will help our schools provide much-
needed mental health care for our children around the state, at the same time providing many women 
the opportunity to continue their healthcare careers.  
 
AAUW of Colorado strongly supports House Bill 1096, and requests your AYE vote in committee and 
throughout the process of becoming a law.  
 
Respectfully submitted, 

 
Su Ryden 
AAUW of Colorado Public Policy Co-Director 
 
16699 E. Kentucky Ave.  •  Aurora, CO 80017 
303.898.5797 
su@ryden.com 
 
American Association of University Women--AAUW is a top-rated 501(c)3 charitable organization 
whose mission is to advance gender equity for women and girls through research, education, 
and advocacy. 
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February 22, 2024 

 
 

 
The Honorable Barbara McLachlan 

Chair 
House Education Committee 

Colorado House of Representatives 
Colorado General Assembly 
200 E. Colfax Avenue 

Denver, CO 80203 
 

Re: HB24-1136, Healthier Social Media Use by Youth, TechNet Amend 
 

Dear Chair McLachlan and Honorable Members of the Education Committee:  
 

I write on behalf of TechNet to respectfully ask to the Committee to amend HB24-
1136.  Our industry strongly believes children deserve a heightened level of 

protection online and TechNet members have been at the forefront of raising the 
standard for digital well-being across the industry. We thank you for the opportunity 

to provide feedback on this bill.  
 

TechNet is the national, bipartisan network of technology CEOs and senior executives 
that promotes the growth of the innovation economy by advocating targeted policy 

agenda at the federal and 50-state level. TechNet’s diverse membership includes 
dynamic American businesses ranging from startups to the most iconic companies on 

the planet and represents over 4.2 million employees and countless customers in the 
fields of information technology, artificial intelligence, ecommerce, the sharing and 
gig economies, advanced energy, transportation, cybersecurity, venture capital, and 

finance. 
 

Protecting the mental health and security of our children online is a top priority and 
is something our industry takes seriously. TechNet members have led the way in 

creating new features, settings, parental tools, and protections that are age-
appropriate and empower families to create the online experience that fits their 

needs, and that are tailored to the differing developmental needs of young people. 
We encourage legislation that promotes the use of these tools and we support 

parental supervision as a meaningful way to balance a minor’s access to online 
services with the need to ensure safe experiences. This would allow parents to 

determine the appropriate time spent and hours of the day for their family.  Whether 
by activating parental controls on streaming television services or smartphone apps 

that help families manage their digital life across all connected devices, families have 
options when it comes to filtering content online.  An educated consumer armed with 



  
 

  

 

 

technology is always the best protection against unwanted online interactions. 
Therefore, we support the education approach of HB24-1136. This bill helps promote 

the education around the settings and tools available to parents and families and to 
promote their utilization.  
TechNet requests that the provisions in 6-1-1601 (1)-(3) are either removed or 

amended. We request this due to concerns about interoperability between states 
absent a federal standard, not because we take issue with what these provisions aim 

to accomplish. If each state legislates this issue, a conflicting matrix of notification 
requirements would emerge. This would be impossible to comply with, and we think 

at minimum these paragraphs must be amended to be less prescriptive as to the 
content, language, and specific timing of the notifications.  

 
TechNet must also underline that any state law on this issue must respect and uphold 

the First Amendment, not conflict with any other relevant federal law, and avoid 
burdening lawful speech. The current drafting of HB24-1136 falls short in this regard. 

Regulating youth and social media is in many ways similar to regulations state and 
local governments have attempted to enact in the past to protect minors from the 

effects of playing violent video games. Such laws have repeatedly been found 
unconstitutional. American Amusement Machine Ass'n v. Kendrick, 244 F.3d 572 (7th 

Cir. 2001); see also Entertainment Merchants Association v. Henry, No. CIV-06-675-
C, *3 (W.D. Okla. Sep. 17, 2007). This issue continues to be litigated in multiple 

states today, with recent court decisions casting doubt on the constitutionality of bills 
such as this one that place undue barriers on minors' access to speech. While 

protecting children from harm is an important interest, the Constitution requires the 
law to be “narrowly tailor[ed]” to that goal. Entertainment Software Ass’n v. 
Blagojevich, 469 F.3d 641, 646-47 (7th Cir. 2006). 

 
TechNet looks forward to working with the Committee to address the above outlined 

issues. Thank you for your consideration of our perspective on this critical issue, 
please contact me if you have any questions regarding our position at 

rbarko@technet.org.  
 

Best regards,  
 

 
 

Ruthie Barko 
Executive Director, Colorado & the Central U.S. 

TechNet 
 

Cc: Members of the House Education Committee 

mailto:rbarko@technet.org
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         MANPOWER AND 
       RESERVE AFFAIRS      

Chairperson Barbara McLachlan 

House, Education Committee 

 

Remarks of 

Michelle Richart 

Midwest Regional Liaison 

United States Department of Defense-State Liaison Office 

 

Support of: HB24-1096 – School Psychologist Licensure Interstate Compact 

 

Testimony 

 

The Department of Defense is grateful for the opportunity to support the policy changes 

proposed in Colorado HB24-1096, regarding the School Psychologist Licensure Interstate 

Compact, a measure to reduce barriers to school psychologists and employment in Colorado.  

 

My name is Michelle Richart and I am the Midwest Regional Liaison for the Defense-State 

Liaison Office, operating under the direction of Under Secretary of Defense for Personnel and 

Readiness. We represent the Department and work with state leaders across the country who are 

concerned for troops and their families’ welfare by harmonizing state and federal law and 

regulation on policy problems of national significance. These are identified by the Office of the 

Secretary of Defense, the Military Departments, and the National Guard Bureau as areas where 

states can play a crucial role.  

 

The Department of Defense has advocated for improved licensure and career portability for 

military Service members and their spouses for several years. Military spouses are 

disproportionately affected by state-specific professional licensing requirements that can cause 

delays and gaps in employment, with thirty-six percent requiring a state license to practice in 

their professions and an annual cross-state relocation rate more than ten times higher than their 

civilian counterparts. Accordingly, military spouses experience unemployment and 

underemployment at significantly higher rates than their civilian peers.  

 

State policies enacting interstate licensure compacts, such as the School Psychologist Licensure 

Interstate Compact, relieve one of the many stressors of frequent military moves by enabling 

military spouses to transfer their licenses more quickly across state lines and obtain employment 

as soon as they relocate to a new state. These policies facilitate greater career sustainability for 

military spouses, improving their families’ financial security and overall resilience.  

 

Interstate licensure compacts benefit not only military spouses, but also apply to all eligible 

professionals to include active-duty Service members, members of the reserve components, 

veterans, and civilians. By continuing to enact these beneficial policies, Colorado can expand the 

opportunity to increase its workforce available to serve the local community while continuing in 
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its great tradition of providing an extraordinary degree of support to our military families as they 

move into and out of the state.  

 

In closing, the Department of Defense is very appreciative of Colorado’s ongoing commitment 

and efforts to support members of the military and their families who sacrifice much in service to 

our country. Thank you for providing me the opportunity to provide comments in support of this 

policy proposal. 

 

Please feel free to contact me with any questions you might have. 

 

      Very Respectfully, 

 

 
 

      MICHELLE RICHART 

      Midwest Regional Liaison 

      Defense-State Liaison Office 
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