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Motor vehicle injuries are a leading cause of death among children in Colorado, although many of these
deaths can be prevented. Parents and caregivers can reduce the risk of serious injuries and deaths by up fo
80% by making sure children are properly buckied in the correct car seat or booster seat based on the

child’s age and size. To keep kids safe, Colorado must modernize the state’s car seat laws alignment with
maumai guidelines.

Motor Vehicle Injuries and Deaths among Children

In 2022, Colorado saw the most traffic deaths on state roads since the early 1980s. Total yearly traffic

fatalities are on the rise over the | 10 years, up 57 percent. For 30 years, rate of crashes decreased, but
r eased aver the past 10 years." Given the large amount of time children spend traveling in vehicles,
we need to ensure they are as safe and protected as nossible when considering the increases in crashes and

deaths across the state,

Cars remain a leading cause of death for kids - from 2015 to 2019, 48 children under age 8 were killed in
Dassenger vehicle crashes.? The f@iorado Depa’tmmt of “ansoor*at“m {CDOT) estimates that 59% to
nearly 84% of kids are improperly restrained while riding in a vehicle, Motor vehicle deaths were the second
leading cause of death for child deaths reviewed by CFPS from 2017-2021. During this period, 246 motor
vehicle and other transportation deaths occurred among infants, children, and youth ages 0-17 in
Colorado.?According to the Centers for Disease Control (CDC), in 2018, motor vehicle crash deaths cost

~

Cotorado over $943 miliion, and children (ages 0-14) accounted for 6% of all deaths.?

Improving Common Sense Safety Measures and Prioritizing Prevention and Access

» Update Rear-Facing Sta:ﬁdaws until age two: 23 states and the District of Columbia require children
younger than two be in a rear-facing car safety seat.
» The American Academy of Pediatrics updated their car seat guidelines in 2018, recommending
that infants and toddlers ride in a rear-facing car safety seat as long as possible, until they reach

the highest weight or height aliowed by their car seat manufacturer.?
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»  American Academy of Pediatrics, Colorado Chapter
»  Children’s Hospital Colorado

»  (olorado Access

» Colorado Association of Local Public Health Officials
»  Colorado Children’s Campaign

»  Colorado Hospital Association
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