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Jeremy Model 

For 

themself 

Hello, My name is Jeremy Model. I am Riley Whitelaw's closest cousin. 

I just saw that HB24-1244 Minor Autopsy Report Release 

Requirements is being heard on Wednesday, March 6th by the House 

Judiciary Committee, and found it my duty to testify - since my family 

and I have been directly affected and impacted by the release Riley's 

minor autopsy report. 

I am taking this opportunity to voice my support of this bill - Riley's 

story matters, and so do the stories of other children, their families, 

friends, and loved ones who love a child who was lost and their 

autopsies along with their names are then made public. 

As it stands now in the state of Colorado, anyone can request 

anyone's autopsy. You don't have to be a relative of the child or even 

know them. I learned this first-hand and it was heartbreaking. When I 

heard that news outlets and even podcasters put in a request for 

Riley's report even before it was completed, I was devastated - 

knowing Riley, she would have been humiliated. Once a coroner 

completes the report and signs it, autopsies are made available to the 

public within three business days per the Colorado Open Records Act 

(CORA). All anyone has to do is file/email a request. We had no 

power to protect Riley's privacy and dignity, nor did we have any 

power to protect her family, friends and teachers from finding out the 

horrific details of what was in her autopsy, and what ultimately killed 

her, something that our family would have wanted private. 

I know that the Colorado Broadcasters Association has already stated 

publicly that they oppose the bill and it should be noted that they, 

along with the Colorado Press Association and the Colorado Freedom 

of Information Coalition will most-likely all testify in opposition. 
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This bill is not about me or them, it's about CHILDREN like Riley 

Whitelaw and their families & loved ones - many of them children 

themselves. If the shoe was on the other foot, and this happend to a 

minor in your family, how would you feel about their information 

being made available to the public, anyone and everyone? 

Vote your conscience, 

Jeremy E. Model 

Lynette Kirbis 

For 

themself 

To whom it may concern, 

 As a mother myself and finding out the release of private 

information on coroners reports to ANYONE that requests for this 

information, disgusts me. As a parent, if tragedy were to happen to 

one of my kids in a violent way, not only that I have to grieve this 

tragedy but to have it plastered all over media is appalling. The fact 

that the manner of violence done to my child is readily available to 

anyone that asks and then reported for all to see is inhumane. I don't 

need to live out this tragedy in the media while I grieve and process 

the tragedy. I am in support of this bill in preventing the 

dissemination of this very personal information to anyone that asks. 

The fact that I have to write this letter is ridiculous. This is basic 

decency and consideration to families and friends of loved ones who 

suffer violent crimes. So please I beg that you pass this bill in support 

of those friends and families who suffer violent crimes. Thank you for 

taking the time to read and consider this letter.  

Robert Kirbis 

For 

themself 

To whom it may concern, 

 As a father of daughters and learning what happens with release of 

PRIVATE and SACRED information on coroners reports to any Tom, 

Dick, and Harry that propositions for this information, I am APPALED 

that this kind of sensitive information can be published to the PUBLIC 

without any consent of the ACTUAL affected parties involved. The 

thought of an act of violence being perpetrated on one of my loved 

ones and their last moments of life and demise being disseminated 

WHILE I am in the MIDST of REELING in agony and HEARTBREAK is 

disgusting. So THIS would require me to take a pause and think 

about getting that information to my deceased loved ones and 

friends so that they do not have to READ about it before I can break 

the details to them??? This bill makes COMPLETE sense to ANYONE 

with logic who has a moral compass and is not beholden to media 
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groups. This is BASIC decency and compassion to families and friends 

of loved ones who suffer violent crimes. I ask ANY and ALL who are 

reading this testimony, if your loved one suffered a sexual assault and 

there were physical details laid out for public viewing regarding the 

hows and whats of this assault, could you sleep at night knowing 

such information will be for anyone to read? Or the sickness of our 

society allowing a depraved mind to ENJOY this tragedy for their own 

pleasure? I am not a smart man, but I believe ANY lawmaker with any 

sense of decency would agree with these statements and so I 

RESPECTFULLY ask that this bill would be passed for the good of ALL 

law abiding citizens. 







Chairman Weissman and committee members, 

Thank you for taking the opportunity to read and digest my written testimony. 

My name is Courtenay Whitelaw. I am in support of HB24-1244. 

On June 11, 2022, my 17-year-old daughter Riley was murdered. Two months later her autopsy 

report was completed.  

I became aware, at that moment, even a child’s autopsy is available through public records 

requests within three business days of a report’s completion. I was informed, media and 

podcasters had made requests even before it was completed and they had the right to the same 

information as me. 

My first words were: “but I’m her mother, don’t I have a say because she’s a child?” 

Riley is my ONLY child. As her mom, I am giving her voice for which she can no longer do. Riley 

would ask you to help prevent the revictimization of a child, their family and friends. Riley was a 

quiet, thoughtful leader amongst her peers. She’d be heartbroken in knowing the details of her 

autopsy were released and subsequently broadcast in multiple media formats locally and 

nationally. She’d have wanted her family and friends to be spared these horrific details. 

This bill provides the public with needed pertinent information and allows for public 

accountability for faulty systems or agencies, while preserving the rights and dignity of children 

and their families. It sidelines those aiming toward financial gain by stirring the public’s 

fascination with death, and in Riley’s case, tied to a horrific crime against her.  

The release of Riley’s autopsy and the requests for it by media and social media influencers has 

forever negatively impacted my life and my family’s. Private and gruesome details about my 

child were made readily available to the public. Not once did the individuals and organizations 

who shared it consider the aftermath. 

I’ve felt powerless to protect the last of Riley’s privacy and dignity. The subsequent publication 

of her autopsy report forced me to learn details that I wasn’t ready to know and that I certainly 

wouldn’t have wanted strangers to know before I did. As a family we, again, were forced to 

relive this nightmare in public. 

I’m going to share details that are uncomfortable but need to be said in an effort to help you 

understand what is at stake when we allow autopsies - particularly those about children - to be 

shared with anyone; no questions asked; no protections in place. 

First, imagine if this was your child, brother, sister, cousin, niece, nephew or grandchild. Would 

you be ok that anyone can request their autopsy and that it describes in detail not just physical 

wounds that they suffered but details of their appearance. These are intimate details of your 



child such as, and I quote: “the nipples and breasts are unremarkable. The external genitalia are 

those of a fully developed adolescent female.” 

Does it bother you to see a headline such as: “Autopsy: Teen stabbed more than 40 times in 

attack, Walgreens coworker in custody”? OR articles stating, “A subsequent autopsy determined 

that Whitelaw was beaten, strangled and stabbed at least 42 times with a Gerber multi-tool”? 

Notice that the headline states: “Coworker in custody,” so there was no danger to the public that 

was addressed by sharing this information. Riley’s killer was in jail awaiting trial when the report 

was published. This begs the question about what reason existed for the public’s need to know 

her name? And what good did it do for the public to know private details about her body or the 

specific, horrific details of her death?  

These headline-making details were among many other devastating injuries noted in Riley’s 

autopsy. Media, podcasters and others capitalized on the most shocking and salacious among 

them. 

These aren’t casual details, but are information that would otherwise be found in medical reports 

- which are protected by law. Making this information public re-victimizes not only the child but 

those who love this child. 

This isn’t just a problem of mainstream media sharing details either. It is a problem of social 

media too and even extends to any individual who is curious enough to request these reports. 

There are no stipulations for who has access and ALL you need is the individual’s name. 

I alerted parents of Riley’s friends, teammates and the principal of her high school of what likely 

was coming, when I learned Riley’s autopsy report could - and likely would - be made public. I 

gave no graphic details but asked them to prepare themselves and to protect Riley’s community 

- kids -  from learning the details from various platforms. 

Still, Riley’s friends told me that they soon saw things as they scrolled Instagram, TikTok and 

other platforms even though they were NOT seeking information. The barrage of details was too 

much. 

Some may argue that, because these details are revealed during court proceedings, it doesn’t 

matter when they are made public. But by the time they become evidence in court, families have 

been given ample time to process. Riley’s autopsy was not discussed in detail until her 

murderer’s trial, 16 months after her death and more than 14 months after autopsy completion. 

In addition to all of this, I was fearful of facts being publicly known ahead of trial because it could 

complicate district attorneys’ ability to prosecute the case. 

We love Riley and wanted to remember and read of her compassion, empathy, sense of humor, 

smile for which she’s coined “Smiley Riley” for, her intelligence and creativity. Instead, stories 

focused on how she died - not really who she was. The crime against Riley doesn’t define her 

but in the media and online, it largely has. 



I’ll be frank, it seems as though we are prioritizing and preserving the rights of news media, 

social media and the advertisers who pay them to get the clicks from sharing horrific details 

above those of children (who are often victims) and their families. 

Indeed, I am vocal now but what choice was I given? I stand to protect children who come after 

Riley. They should be given what she and we were NOT afforded: privacy and dignity. 

Riley and all children are worth more than gory details shamelessly broadcasted. A child’s 

privacy - and their parents’ ability to protect them - should not die with them. 

Why are autopsy reports not protected like other health/medical information? I appreciate 

holding people or agencies accountable but what mechanisms do we have in place when it goes too 

far? Do profits matter over a child’s privacy and dignity, or a parent’s ability to protect their child?  

There’s permanency in details being shared on the internet and it’s a life sentence for us 

while the rest move on only seconds after reading or watching something salacious.

PLEASE pass this bill to protect children and give families the right to share or not share. 

Thank you, committee members for your time and attention. 


