HB24-1286.:
Equal Justice Fund
- Authority

House Sponsors: Representatives
Joseph and Lindsay

Bill S ummary L Senate Sponsors: Senator Roberts

-HB24-1286 creates a special purpose authority in Colorddo fo ovérsee
the equadl justice fund, providing legal assistance to low-income
individugls.

-t mandates a $20 filing fee for specific court filings, with the collected Supporl ed BY'
fees directed info the equal justice fund annually.

The bill aims fo enhance access fo legal did, preveni discrimination,
ensure fair rials, and prohibits judges from requiring indigent porties to pay
docket fees for civil aclions.

low-income Americans face significant challenges access g civil legal aid,
with 86% encountering insufficient or no legal support for their issues,

-A wide anay of crifical problems, Including domestic violence, veterans
benefiis, disabiity access, housing condifions, and healthcare, affect 71% of
low-income families, underscoring the breadth of the crisis.

-Financial constraints lead o o fack of legal representation for many individuals
navigating family cour! proceedings, with nearly half of self-represented litigants

reporting Incomes below $20,000, highlighting the urgent need for systemic [ o M
solutions fo address the gap In legal aid provision. o0 COIGradO

Solution Legpl Servitess

The bill, House Bill 24-1286, aims 1o enhance access to justice for indigent @@L@ /ADO)
individuals in Colorado by establishing the Equal Justice Fund Authority. This @Gﬂﬂﬂ:%
special purpose authorily will manage the Equal Justice Fund, providing :
financial support 1o local organizations offering legal representation and @AM PAU@N
advice o low-income individuals. To fund this Inifictive, the bill introduces a

$20 filing fee for cerlain court filings, with the revenue directed fo the Equal

Justice Fund. Additiondlly. the legislation prohibifs judges from requiring

indigent patties to pay docket fees for civil actions. The bill underscores the

importance of access 1o justice, emphasizing iis role in upholding the rule of

law, safeguarding rights, combating discrimination, and ensuring fair frials. By

creating the Equal Justice Fund Authorily and implementing the filing fee, BlEoleradelcenten

the bill seeks to address the systemic issue of limited access to legal BECAIleVanalEslicy]

representation for low-income Coloradans, thus promoting foimess and B srcimr e

equilty within the state’s legal system.




