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Thank you for the opportunity to present this testimony.

I am Frank Waterous, senior policy analyst with the Bell Policy Center. The Bell is a non-
partisan, nonprofit research and advocacy organization founded on progressive values and
dedicated to making Colorado a state of opportunity for all.

The Bell Policy Center supports House Bill 16-1002. The bill reenacts Colorado’s parental
leave act created by HB 09-1057, which the Bell also supported. By making it possible for
more parents to attend parent-teacher conferences and other specified academic activities,
the bill serves as an important component in Colorado’s efforts to close the state’s
achievement gaps, reduce the dropout rate and increase the number of students who
successfully transition to postsecondary education opportunities.

Parental involvement in children’s education is consistently cited as one of the key elements
associated with lower dropout rates and increased student achievement. Significantly, given
the changing demographics of Colorado’s school population, research findings suggest that
parental involvement is the sitigle strongest predictor of Latino academic performance.'
Yet women low-income and minority parents are especially likely to work in jobs that do not
prOVIde the time off and flexible schedules needed to meet personal and family needs.? To
address this situation, several states, including Colorado, have enacted parental leave laws.?

'Overa:ll, the evidence clearly indicates that supporting parents’ involvement in school-
based activities is a key strategy for closing achievement gaps, cutting dropout rates and
increasing postsecondary participation. A broad-based research review by the National Center
for Fam1ly & Community Connections with Schools found that students with involved parents
were more likely to:

o [Earn higher grades and test scores, ‘and enroll in higher-level programs.
Be promoted, pass their classes and earn credits.
Attend school regularly.
Have better social skills, show improved behavior and adapt well to school.
Graduate and go on to postsecondary education.*
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Other research concludes that the most accurate predictor of a student’s achievement is not
income or social status but the extent to which the student’s family is able to:

e Create a home environment that encourages learning.

¢ Communicate high yet reasonable expectations.

o Become involved in their children’s education at school and in the community.’

Given the evidence, we strongly believe that providing the opportunity for parents —
particularly those from low-income and minority families — to engage in their children’s
school activities is prudent public policy. As such, the Bell Policy Center supports HB 16-
1002 and urges your support, as well,

We thank Senator Kerr for bringing this bill to you today and thank the committee for the
opportunity to share our thoughts with you.

If you have any questions, or if I can provide further information, please contact me at (303)
297-0456 or waterous@bellpolicy.org.
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