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Maya Osterman 

For 

Mirror Image Arts 

My name is Maya Osterman, and I am the Executive Director of Programs at Mirror 

Image Arts, an Arvada-based youth advocacy organization. We run programs that 

support system-involved youth, formerly incarcerated youth, and those at high risk of 

justice system involvement. We run community-based deflection and diversion 

programs with the 1st Judicial District’s Pathways program, the Longmont Municipal 

Court’s ReWind program, and we are in partnership conversations with the Arvada 

Municipal Court to begin programming in the Fall. We are launching a 2500-square-

foot resource facility to provide re-entry support to system impacted youth and their 

families.  

On behalf of Mirror Image Arts, I am here to support HB 1147. 

I understand some municipal courts believe they need the threat of lengthy jail 

sentences to coerce people into treatment. However, our experience has shown that 

coercion is not the answer. The youth we work with consistently say they wish they 

had a trusted adult and support system. Just a few weeks ago we had a 16 year old in 

our Longmont program who had recently emancipated from her mom. She was 

caught shoplifting at Walmart. She stole socks, gloves, and chapstick. She shared that 

she was cold and didn’t have anyone she could go to for money. These are basic 

needs not being met. We must do better for these young people. For many, the 

threat of homelessness is never far away. Despite their best efforts to rebuild their 

lives, these youth remain especially vulnerable to the harsh consequences of 

municipal court involvement.  

HB 1147 is a critical step in reducing this harm. I urge you to vote yes. Thank you for 

your time. 
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Thank you, Chair and Members of the Committee, grateful for your deep commitment to Coloradoans. 

My name is Hanni Raley, Executive Director of the Arc of Aurora, a local non-profit dedicated to supporting 

people with Intellectual and Developmental Disabilities and their families. I am here to speak on behalf of 

people with disabilities in Aurora - in support of House Bill 25-1147 

Municipal courts like ours in Aurora and around the state are likely to hear and prosecute primarily low-level 

offenses and see a disproportionate number of people whose behaviors impact their lives, including those 

with intellectual disabilities and severe mental illnesses. 

People with disabilities are two times more likely to live in poverty than those without. 40% of incarcerated 

individuals report having a disability. They are more likely to experience victimization and arrest, and are 

charged more often with a crime and frequently serve longer prison sentences once convicted, than those 

without disabilities.  

Simply put, people with disabilities are overrepresented in the criminal justice system, and these disparities 

are exacerbated when prosecutions are specifically related to poverty. Once entangled, they face unique 

challenges and inaccessible services, perpetuating the cycle of involvement in the criminal justice system. 

It is fundamentally prejudicial that people charged with low-level municipal offenses of poverty could be jailed 

longer in municipal courts in Arapahoe County, compared to prosecution in the 18th JD. At a minimum, if not 

an immoral implementation of disproportionate punishment, it is inequitable.  

Coloradoans with disabilities who face criminal justice systems will benefit from standardized sentencing for 

misdemeanors across court settings. Comparable treatment, regardless of location or jurisdiction, just makes 

sense.  

On behalf of people with disabilities in Aurora and The Arc of Aurora - we urge your support of House Bill 25-

1147. 

Please reach out if there is anything we can do to support fair justice systems across Colorado. 
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