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Y I'm a survivor of ‘rape and sexu- . remmd me that they are good men,
alabuse. My,sons kriovwthis like+- - they dor ’t understand that being
. '-they know Lwasoncea reporter o0 an actron. Youdon’t earn

RAPE

« FROM 1D _and Liove: clirries and coffee. But . the honor by sunply shakmg your
. they have never been sexually head when you hear about Turner
same broken systemthat sefi- abjséd, ancl they can’tfathomi . . andother rapists being givenle-. .

i. whatit’s like'to stand ina scaldmg nient sentences. You earn it by

tenced Bro k 'Iurner to only six
hot shower trying to burn away acting to end rape culture, and by

the touch of a stranger’s hands, doing it even when it's awkward:
I'vetold them why dismantling and uncomfortable as hell.

rape culture is so important to My sons are good: boys, just. .
me, but they willnever trulyun-.  like thousands of other good -

. derstand Bow survivors feel _ boys in’America. They undey-
r wanted to ‘believe that shar- stand consent. and they wor
ingmy expenence with tHem: rape an unconscious woman
would. malte them undetstand.. behmd a. dumpster But. they
re 1mportant, that aren 't alltes inthe fight agains
£ _irape culttire because they refuse
; tton, but that’s where the discon- | to acknowledge then' own cu]pa-
nect arose. My 8 sons understand, bility when they calia gnl‘a slut.
asbestas teenage boys can. But, or a whore, laugh at 2 sexist Joke ‘
they aren’t willing to’ sacrifice.. . orremain‘silent when the1r 1
.. their own comfort for -y sake, friends talk about their own; ~¢ e
ot for: anyon quesnonable sexual behavior:
.- Andi :inthis broken. system,
.anyoné who isn't withusis .
-Against us. Parucularly, and espe-
~cially, men.. Eyen my own sons —

" they become’ angry an ﬂ

. sons who hate hearmg about theu' sive: Wot, all mex, they remind evenyouts, It's not. enough to
:OWD prmlege nestle inside it like me. and iny guts wrench as my teach our sons about cobsent; we
-3 blanket and accuse meofmak:, ' oWwn sons mimic the yitriolofa.,  havete encouragé then tohave,

thousand online tr: _ll‘ 1 the'c urage to speak out agamst
how often my sons 'rape culture, too. - o
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