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Good Afternoon, My name is Kenneth DeBey, and I am a volunteer for the Colorado
Alliance for Retied Americans Educational Fund. We represent approximately 28,000

reties living in Colorado. I am testifying in opposition to SB16-122 for the following
reasons:

What Does SB 16-112 Do?

SB 16-112 would significantly reduce the options for Coloradans who prefer to vote in
person, or need to visit a Voter Service & Polling Center (VSPC) to register to vote, update
voter information, or obtain a replacement ballot during the early vote period.

Current law requires that counties with 25,000 or more voters have at least 1 VSPC for
every 30,000 voters during the early vote period. SB 16-112 would reduce the minimum
requirements to 1 VSPC for every 75,000 voters during the first 7 days of early vote; it
would also ehmmate the requlrement for VSPC’s to be open on the first Saturday of early
“vote.

Now is not the time to reduce options for in-person voting locations
Until Colorado has been through a presidential election with the COVAME model, it is too
soon to fully evaluate what voters need.

Instead of reducing the formulas, we should make sure that hours are convenient for voters,
VSPCs are well- located to maximize accessibility, and counties maximize opportunities
for voter education about in-person options.

Voter turnout in presidential years is mgmﬁcantly higher than in non-presidential general
election years. Colorado voter turnout is likely to be 14 to 26% higher in 2016.

Colorado’s election law worked in 2014 resulting in high voter turnout
Dunng a midterm marked nationally by low voter turnout, Colorado had the 4th highest
turnout in the country. (7)

Colorado’s high turnout is due to our all-options model: all voters with a good address are
mailed a ballot; voters can return ballots by mail or at a drop-off location; voters can
register or update their registration and vote at Voter Service & Polling Centers.

Approximately 5% of voters—more than 100,000 Coloradans—chose to use the VSPCs to
cast ballots. If the formulas were reduced, there’s no way to know how these voters would
have beenimpacted.

The investment in VSPCs is still more cost effective than Colorado’s elections were
prevmusly

The cost savmgs for Colorado’s electlon model are significant, so the investment in VSPCs
is still a savings compared to the previous system.

When the legislature approved House Bill 13-1303, the fiscal note, based on information
provided by 9 counties, projected a cost savings of between $5 and $15 million per year for
counties running elections under the new model and with the current formula for VSPCs.
Go Broncos
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