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From: Tom <irzieyZ Lnoivneey e >

Date: April 3, 2019 at 11:18:15 AM PDT

To: "Sen. Jeff Bridges" <'zifgri-a- oaem oz T n e e >
Subject: Re: PEP

Senator-

! understand you may have reservations about PEP’s history of having its Conferences at mountain
hotels in tourist off seasons. To understand why these venues have been important to PEP
attendees for its 40 year history requires your imagination.

| ask you to put yourself in the shoes of a father of a child with special needs. Your wife has been
taking your child to doctor appointments and to IFSP’s and now IEP’s at school since the diagnosis of
cerebral palsy was made 6 years ago 6 months after Johnny's birth. Both of you remain heartbroken,
frustrated, sad, envious of other parents, and angry. You've felt obliged to be the breadwinner as
your wife must spend so much time with Johnny's birth and no longer works. You joined a spotts
league to clear your mind. You and your wife have lost both friends and the closeness you once
shared. Intimacy is rare, both spoken and physical. You feel lost as you seem to be lacking the tools
to “fix” Johnny’s problem.

Your wife hears about PEP and how the conference transform parents info effective partners in
getting services and educational opportunities for their kids with disabilities. She also hears how vital
it is for BOTH parents to come to the conference together, leave the child at home, and attend all
sessions.

So, you are a busy guy and you've never left your child for two nights. Hell, you haven't had any trips
together with your wife, just the two of you, in 6 years.

What would lure you to change your life and get away for 2 1/2 days to learn about “how the law
works for kids like yours and such™? Leaving Johnny with your parents with his CP and seizures
sounds crazy. But your wife seems insistent. Then she tells you that food will be provided and that a
two nights stay at a hotel far away from home is part of PEP. Might you leave the farm in Eastern
Colorado, or your mechanic’s job in Denver for that opportunity? Or would a hotel in Denver be the
lure? Why then you or the wife could just go home several times a day to check on Johnny.

The historic PEP formula is that of workshops, understanding one’s own grief process, learning the
law; and attending facilitated intimate small groups separate from one’s spouse. But parents and
professionals must be enticed to volunteer to attend. Lives are transformed but only by winning
programs such as PEP has been for so, so long.

Thus food.

Thus being able to spend the night.

Thus mountain hotel venues DURING TOURIST OFF SEASONS when rooms are dirt cheap and
mountain towns need the revenue.

Thanks for your help,

Tom



