Attachment K
Madam Chair, members of this committee, bill sponsors,

Thank you for the opportunity to present to you today. My name is Chris Stock,
PharmD, | worked for 25 years with veterans in a VA substance use treatment
program. | know many veterans who were unable to access the VA’s, | know too
many veterans who, sadly, died as a result of their drug use.

| wish to represent Colorado’s military veterans who use drugs, and I am here to
support this bill because there are hundreds of veterans in Denver who need and
in their words “would appreciate having access to” safe and supervised drug use
services.

Veterans need these services in Denver because:
Denver honors veterans.

There are hundreds of veterans in Denver who inject and use drugs.
The Denver VA does not provide a full range of harm reduction services for
veterans.

Many of these veterans currently live alone and use alone — the most dangerous
situation for the risk of overdosing.

Veterans have a significantly higher rate of opioid overdose deaths compared to
the general population

Veterans have a higher rate of HCV and HIV infection compared to the general
population.

Supervised use services reduce the risk of overdose and spread of infectious
diseases.

For these reasons, | ask that you support SB18 040!
Thank you.
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Thank you,
Chris Stock, PharmD

Co-chair, Harm Reduction Workgroup T . " \ . . -
Colorado Consortium for Prescription Drug Abuse Prevention 1715 "} b0 ¢330 3 CHge e T " /L\ A RN e L T I b
Denver, CO 80237

chrisstock20072 @pmail.com i -
801-809-0481 Gy olns

* Examining Opioid and Heroin-Related Drug Overdose in Colorado. CDPHE Health Watch November 2016 No. 100. Allison RosenthalKirk Boly j 1, {3
Barbara Gabella.

** Bohnert AS, ligen MA, Trafton JA, Kerns RD, Eisenberg A, Ganoczy D, Blow FC. Trends and regional variation in opioid overdese mortality among
Veterans Health Administration patients, fiscal year 2001 to 2009. The Clinical journal of pain. 2014 Jul 1;30(7):605-12.

** Multiple sources
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