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PLEASE SUPPORT

SB40: Substance Use Disorder Harm Reduction
From the Opioid and Other Substance Use Disorder Interim Committee

Sponsors: Senators Lambert and Jahn, Aguilar, Moreno, Priola, and Tate
Representatives Smger Kennedy and Pettersen

The Problem

The United States is experiencing an epidemic of drug overdose deaths. It is the leading cause of death of
Americans under the age of 50. Drug overdose death rates in the U.S. have more than tripled since 1990
and continue to rise in Colorado. In Colorado, there is a fatal overdose every nine hours and 36 minutes.
Nationwide, this statistic is counted in minutes rather than hours as overdoses have now surpassed
deaths caused by both car accidents and gunshots. The bipartisan Interim Committee on Opioid and
Other Substance Use Disorders considered and unanimously approved SB18-40 to address these issues.

The Sclution
SB 18-040:

1. Authorizes one overdose prevention site (also known as a supervised injection/consumption
facility) to be operated as part of an approved syringe access program. An overdose prevention
site is designed to reduce the health and public order problems associated with injection drug
use. They allow the consumption of pre-obtained drugs.

Data from around the world shows that overdose preventlon sites:
* Reduce public disorder and enhance public safety
s Reduce overdoses because staff are trained to respond and treat any overdose
» Reduce transmission of HIV and hepatitis C infections
s Decrease costly skin tissue infections '
* Improve access to other health and social services.

2. Allows syringe access programs to be operated in hospital emergency departments if approved by
the local board of health. According to the Center for Disease Control and Prevention, Persons who
inject drugs can substantially reduce their risk of getting and transmitting HIV, viral hepatitis and
other blood borne infections by using a sterile needle and syringe for every injection.

3. Requires the Colorado Commission on Criminal and Juvenile Justice to study criminal penalties.

relating to opioids and synthetic opioids and to include its findings and recommendations in its
annual report.

Contacts: Jennifer Miles, Frontline Public Affairs, jennifer@frontlinepublicaffairs.com 303-668-3979
Lisa Raville, Harm Reduction Action Center, Lisa.harm.reduction@gmail.com 303-572-7800
Danny McCarthy, Mendez Consulting Inc, Danny@mendezconsultinginc.com, 303-960-8818 -



SB18-040 is supported by the folloﬁring organizations

Advocates for Recovery Colorado
American College
of Emergency Physicians
American Friends Services Commitiee
Boulder Colorado AIDS Project
Boulder County Public Health
Broken No More
The Buck Foundation
Capitol Hill United Ministries
Colorado Attorney General
Colorado Behavioral Healthcare Council
Colorado Codlition for the Homeless
Colorado Consortium of Prescription
Drug Abuse Prevention
Colorado Criminal Justice
Reform Coalition '
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Colorado Department of Public Health & Jefferson County Public Health

Environment

Colorado Health Network

Colorado Medical Society

Colorado Organizations and individuals
Responding to HIV and AlDS (CORA)

.Colorado Providers Association

Colorado Psychiatric Society

DanceSafe

Denver Homeless Qut Loud

Denver Medical Society

Drug Policy Alliance

The Empowerment‘Program

First Unitorian Society of Denver

Global Platform for Drug Consumption
Rooms

IMPACT Network

Rocky Mountain Cares

Law Enforcement Action Partnership
Livediali

Liver Heafth Connection
mTreatment '

New Leaders Council Denver

-Red Rocks Recovery Center

The Romero Theater Troupe
Street’s Hope

Senior Support Services

St. Francis Center

Students for Sensible Drug Policy
SWOP Denver '
Tribe Recovery Services

Young People in Recovery

SB18-040, specifically overdose prevention sites, are supporié'd by thé?ollowiné

A leg UP NPO Inc.
BGOOD Ventures LLC
Birdy Magazine
Brighter Day Strategies
Campus Lounge
Carol Mier Fashion
Centralize, L1C
City O' City
Coffee at The Point
Costello Health Care Consulting
Crossroads Treatment Center of
Denver
. The Cuipepper, Esq.
Deer Pile
Denver Relief Consulting
Edit Consulting
El Charrito

. businesses
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Fancy Tiger Clothing

Genoa a Qol Healithcare Company

Hope Tank

fcomply

The Intrepid Sojourner Beer Project

JFM Consulting

Joe Maxx Coffee Co. Denver

Katherine Payge Art

KSTKL Investments

Lodybud Magozine

The Law Office of Jennifer E.
Longtin

Luceo Images

Make Believe Bakery

McAllister Garfield, PC

Mutiny Info Café

Ogden Studios LLC

The Oriental Theater
Pure Brands

Revelry Kitchen
Roostercat Coffee Co.
Rosehouse Botanicdls
Satellite Exhibition Services
Scoles Pharmacy :
Sexpot Comedy

Sexy Pizza

SKS Therapy

Stay Current Strategies
Swan Counseling Services
Sweet Action Ice Cream
TWiD Media LLC

Vicente Sederberg



