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°f think f should be on the student board because this program realfy
changed my fife, Al my fifo | grew up thinking my homeless

background was all ] could be. | thought that I was ﬁst going to be

limited. I cried for a long while about the fact | got in because ! wasnt
ever the smartest, | was bullied, and | always let my dad down. I'm

doing this for my dad. | need tg succeed for him not for myself, | want

to be on the student board to help other peopla change their lives

onlp a path of success. I've ehways seen myself as a natural leader,

and | want to fead others Into the next passages of thelr lives just fike

you and others helped me rea?h f_!}a dqexl stage of my fifa when | was

errified.”

“As you know, | live in a tiny lown - a place where opporiunily is
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scarce. | need to literally reach for the stars if | want to open doors
and o make my dreams come inle fruition. | don't believe in waiting
around for luck, fate, or chance, so when | was accepted into COSLI,
it falt like everything was lining up perfectly. I've Iearned, questioned,
and experienced so much from the program. My dreams got bigger
and my hunger for success and service got wider. | plan to go back
homs with ail sorts of meetings, srarruéas, you name it, Il be doing i,
My future may seerm liko a mess, but my immediate plan and
aspiration Is set: to eam a position on the COSLI board. | will always
be willing to dedicate time, be an advocaling voice, and make
sacrifices o help the program. | am able {o come up with new ideas
for the next session, in addition fo adding my voice to the debales
about this month. Although | mey be ove’r:ly honest at times, | am
always acting with compassion and logic. Finally, | have never boen
50 passionate about a program as | am about COSLI, this past month
has been one of the best ever and | want to be more involved. Thank

“To bagln, | believe that | can apply my knowlsage and background
timeg spent being a leader to the Student Board. I know whal Il takes
to be a main teader on stich an important board, making decisions
that could affect either a small portion of people, or widely aflect the
whola ﬁrogram. Helping others and making sura they are on tha right
track Is something that | find very passionals, because averyone
deserves someone that will hea!fz them. Jus! having a short month in
COSLI has shown me that we all need help sometimes, and everyone
is there, as a big family. My father used io show me what it was like
baing on the Board of Education of my school district, | always found
it S0 Intriguing, and | wish to share what I have leamed from my dad
to COSLI. Additionally, being a part of the Student Board would make
me wani to inspire others so thal rhegocould also apply and continue
the chain of inspiration. The Student Board isn't some falsg hope that
if you need help, you won't get it. The Student Board is something

that always Is there to help and afl, and | wish lo be a part of tha

council.”

"As being apart of the Inaulqural tiial, we can see a fow challenges we
faced as a team; of which [ would iike to address next year in order to
avoid them. | believe thal | am a distinct parson; that my perspective,
along with others, would make a contribution to COSLI. Factors, such
as palience, and prionitizing subjects, along with ulilizing our tims, is
an important skill that ] deem neces as a feader. | also feel quite
passionale about identifying myself as both a leader and an

you for all yau have done and | hope you seriously consider my ambassadress for COSLL”

application,

“I want to start of by thanking you for this amazing opportunity.
1 Through COSLI, | was able fo experience things  wouldnt have besn
comes to my education. Thanks (o all the gues! speakers we had able to by mysell. As the month went by, my thoughts came to one
over the time we were here, | was abla to understand that no matter conelusion; 1 need to do more with this life-changing program. The
whal you want in life, as long as yau set your mind fo if, you will news that new members for the COSLI board are nseded sparked
achleve it. | know that if | continue 10 be a part of the COSLI program, ~ something insida of me. The board would give the chance to show my
many big doors will open for me and I will maks it my job to give the frue colors as a leader. The mission COSLI s striving to accomplish
same opportunities thal | am gefting to other kids throughout the really resides in me. | want {9 be mora in my communily, mors in my
: slate. country, more in my world. My dream is to prove lo all of the people
that don't believe in my generafion that we are Iqmwing into
something spectacuiar, We are the future of the planet. | sirongly
belleve that COSLI is the key for students, like me, to become more
than anyone else can. | know thal | can be thal for the Colorado
Student Leaders Institute. Having experience as a Student
Ambassador, ] can lead the board in anything they need help with. |
can approach any subject with an open mind.”

“In @ matter of 28 days this program has changed me both on a
personal love! and it has made my want to sirive lor more when it

“My whole life people have fold me, "the appla doesn't fafl far from the
tree”. My parants' actions weighed heavy on my shoulders as | had to
dacide who | wanied to ba. | could follow in their steps and become a
dropout and a drug addict, or | could learmn from their mistakes. | have
worked every day 1o shake off the !?ac.ymy nis have left for me
and to become someone | am proud to be. sn my mom first went
fo ’jaﬂ'; I !haught my life was over and | would never be anything more,
! fost hope. This program has restored my hope in myself, shown me
that no matter your upbn'ngin?, you can succeed. | want fo instifl that
hope in other kids who come from siltuations fike mine. | want to show
em thal you can be homslass, the daughtar of two addicts and a
first generation, and still succeed. This program has prepared me for
college and restored my passion for leaming that | wasn't aware that |
lost. COSL}is a program of hope, dreams, and success. COSLIis a
program ! want to be a member of for & very long time. I would be
honored fo bo on the student board to show that sometimes the apple
cari fall very far from the tree.”

“Over the course of the Colorado Student Leaders Instilute, my life
has been radically lransformed. | have leamed more about myself,
connected with &mazing friends, and discovered new avenues and
ideas to pursue. Taking part in COSLI has been the most inspiring
and educational month of my fife, and | personal;y fosl that | havs
rown as a sludent and a leader. 1 feel so humbled to be a part of
this program, and | only hope that many more students, for years lo
come, get to experience the educalion and opporiunities it has to
offer. 1 would like to be on the studant board completely regardiess of
how this program looks on a resume or college application. |
sincerely wan! lo stay connected to COSLI and conlribute o its
advancement and expansion because | think It is an amazing
opportunily tor the education and development of faders. | have
baen involved with many different leadership positions, but | trul
think that | can have an impact through COSLI, | would be a good fit
for the Student Board because of my past involvement with
leadership positions, dedication lo the future students of COSLI, and
heartfelt love and appreciation for this program. |can honestly say
that I will be dedicated to the improvement of our institute. Thank you
for everything you have done to make COSLI a reality.”

“Based on my actions, work ethic, and potential, | feel that | would be
a graat addition fo the COSLI studsnt leadership board. When hslp
was naeded, | sispped in because 1 truly care about the success of

this program. | am dedicated to COSLI because it has opened my
eyes and mind; | would like to see this program grow so thal it can do

the same for others. | am also & leader in my community through

community service orﬁanizarions, such as National Honor Society.

Ovarall, | want lo see this program continue to flourish because s a

great opportunity that all future leaders should have. If I was a
member of the COSLI student leadership board, | would contribula
innovative ideas and solutions to further the success of COSLI for

years to come.”



“The COSLI Student Leadership Board should be run by the people who have developed leadership
skills, people who are informed about present day social issues, and people who want to make a change
within their communities. | strongly believe that | have many leadership skills that would make me a
great contribution to the COSLI Student Léadership Board, in a matter of 28 days this program has
changed me both on a personal level and it has made my want to strive for more when it comes to my
education. Thanks to all the guest speakers we had over the time we were here | was able to understand
that no matter what you want in life, as long as you set your mind to it, you will achieve it. | know that if
| continue to be a part of the COSLI program, many big doors will open for me, and | will make it my job
to give the same opportunities that | am getting to other kids throughout the state. Thank you for
reading this, and | hope you take into consideration some of the many reasons why | want to be a part
of the leadership board.”

“My whole life people have told me, "the apple doe;n't fall far from the tree". My parents’ actions
weighed heavy on my shoulders as | had to decide who | wanted to be. | could follow in their steps and
become a dropout and a drug addict, or | could learn from their mistakes. | have worked-every day to
shake off the legacy my parents have left for me and to become someone | am proud to be, When my
mom first went to jail | thought my life was over and | would never be anything more. | lost hope. This
program has restored my hope in myself, shown me that no matter your upbringing, you can succeed. |
want to instill that hope in other kids who come from situations like mine. | wantto show them that you
can be homeless, the daughter of two addicts and a first generation, and still succeed. This program has
prepared me for college and restored my passion for learning that | wasn't aware that | lost. COSLl is a
program of hope, dreams and success. COSLI is a program | want to be a member of for a very long time.
| would be honored to be on the board to show that sometimes the apple can fall very far from the
tree.”

“| believe 1 should be a part of the board for the Colorado Student Leadership Institute due to the fact
that | can make a contribution to the board towards future students. As being apart of the Inaugural
trial, we can see a few challenges we faced as a team; of which | would like to address next year in order
to avoid them. | believe that | am a distinct person; that my perspective, along with others, would make
a contribution to COSLL. Factors, such as patience, and prioritizing subjects, along with utilizing our time,
is an important skill that1 deem necessary as a leader. | also feel quite passionate about identifying
myself as both a leader and an ambassadress for COosLL."” )

“| want to start of by thanking you for this amazing opportunity. Through COSLI, | was able to experience
things | wouldn't of been able to by myself. As the month went by, my thoughts came to one conclusion;
| need to do more with this life changing program. The news that new members for the COSLI board are
needed sparked something inside of me. The board would give the chance to show my true colors as a
leader. The mission COSLI is striving to accomplish really resides in me. | want to be more in my
community, more in my country, more in my world. My dream is to prove to all of the people that don't
believe in my generation that we are growing into something spectacular. We are the future of the
planet. | strongly believe that COSLI is the key for students, like me, to become more than anyone else
can. | know that | can be that for the Colorado Student Leaders [nstitute. Having experience as a Student
Ambassador, [ can lead the board in anything they need help with. | can approach any subject with an
open mind. | urge you to consider my background and see the positives that | can provide to COSLL
Thank you so much again.”
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“To begin, | believe that 1 can apply rrlgy knowledge and background time spent being a leader to the
Student Board. | know what it takes to be a main leader on such an important board, making decisions
that could affect either a smail portion of people, or widely affect the whole program. Helping others
and making sure they are on the right track is something that | find very passionate, because everyone
deserves someone that will help then'"l. Just having a short month in COSLI has shown me that we all
need hglp sometimes, and evervone:is there, as a big family. My father used to show me what it was like
being on the Board of Education of my school district, | always found it so intriguing, and ! wish to share
what | have learned from my dad to COSLI. Additionally, being a part of the Student Board wouid make
me want to inspire others so that th?y could also apply and continue the chain of inspiration. The
student Board isn’t some false hope that if you need help, you won’t get it. The Student Board is
something that always is there to help and ali, and | wish to be a part of the council. | believe deeply that
I should be viewed as a member of the board, so | may apply what | know and learn something new
from the board. Clearly, I hope you take my time into consideration and consider me for a position on
the board as a leader and as a mentor.”

“As you know, 1 live in a tiny town - a place where opportunity is scarce. | need to literally reach for the
stars if | want to open doors and to make my dreams come into fruition. | don’t believe in waiting
around for luck, fate, or chance; so when | was accepted into COSLI, it felt like everything was lining up
perfectly. I've learned, questioned, a"pd experienced so much from the program, my dreams got bigger
and my hunger for success and service got wider. | plan to go back home with all sorts of meetings,
startups, you name it, I'll be doing it. My future may seem like a mess, but my immediate plan and
aspiration is set: to earn a position on the COSLI board. | will always be willing to dedicate time, be an
advocating voice, and make sacrifices to help the program. I am able to come up with new ideas for the
next session, in addition to adding my voice to the debates about this month. Although | may be overly
honest at times, | am always acting with compassion and logic. Finally, | have never been so passiciiate
about a program as | am about COSLI, this past month has been one of the best ever and | want to be
more involved. Thank you for all you have done and 1 hope you seriously consider my application.”

“sased on my actions, work ethic, and potential, | feel that [ would be a great addition to the COSLI
student leadership board. When help was needed, | stepped in because I truly care about the success of
this program. | am dedicated to COSLI because it has opened my eyes and mind; | would like to see this
program grow so that it can do the same for others. i am also a leader in my community through
community service organizations such as Interact and National Honor Society. Overall, | want to see this
program continue to flourish because it’s a great opportunity that all future leaders should have. If | was
2 member of the COSLI student leadership board, | would contribute innovative ideas and solutions to
further the success of COSLI for years to come.”

“| think that | would be a great candidate for the board because | believe in excellence and | want
nothing else but to see COSLI be successful. | am a very motivated young woman, and | want to see our
state thrive. | would like to be permanently involved in the very thing that taught me how to make a
difference and want different. My mom always tells me that if | could let my story be told, that | could
change so many things around me, ]'and ] think that this is a great opportunity to do so; not just for me,
but for the generations after me. it really is something that | want to be a part of and | want to be able
to tell my sisters about it too. | want to be a support system for others and also give back to you. You
have done so much, and | know it t$chnicallv is a privilege for me, but 1 also feel an obligation to you to
make sure that everything that thisl'ﬁrst generation of Colorado kids can honor and respect it as much as



| do. Thank you so much for everything you have done to make this experience beneficial and | hope to
continue working with you.”

“| think | should be on the student board because this program really changed my life. All my life | grew
up thinking my homeless background was all | could be. | thought that | was just going to bé limited. |
cried for a long while about the fact I got in because | wasn't ever the smartest, | was bullied, and 1
always let my dad down. I'm doing this for my dad. | need to succeed for him not for myself. | want to-be.
on the student board to help other people change their lives onto a path of success. I've always seen
myself as a natural leader, and | want to lead others into the next passages of their lives just like you and
others helped me reach the next stage of my life when | was terrified.”

“Eirst off I'd like to thank you for giving me the opportunity to be a candidate for the student board. |
would be a good choice because I'm a natural born leader, I've been playing sports my entire life, I'm
apart of the student couricil at my school, and I'm also a part of our LINK crew (also known as freshman
academy.) | communicate with others very well. | fove helping others, caring for others, and spreading
happiness and positivity. I'd love to stay connected with the COSLI family after this month and being
apart of the student board would give me a great opportunity to do so.”

" want to help our student board grow as a group and help find opportunities for us to learn how to
apply our skills to the best of our abilities. I can help contribute to this board because { am good at
networking, and willing to put in my time to help this group accomplish goals that we will set. | am
responsible and can help. manage and encourage all of us to put together our skills and use them. [ also
am a big advocate of having fun. Being a part of this board, | would want to encourage hard work but |
will also encourage having fun, because fun is one of the most important factors when it comes to
bringing this group closer together and learning to work together.”

“} think | should be in the COSLI Leadership board because | had just a great experience that | want other
kids to have the same or even better than that | had. 1 would be a great leader because | can work with a
big group of people and come to an agreement in hard situations. It would be a great experience for me
to be part of something big. it would be a one life time thing. Since | had a great time here at COSLI |
would love to spend an other year with all of the board.”

“| believe | would be a very good addition to the student board because | strive to problem solve
creatively and think of alternative solutions to daunting tasks. | don't give up and | want to do my very
best in all | am asked to do. | believe 1 am a good listener and mediator. | am an extrovert who enjoys
meeting new people and being put outside my comfort zone. | believe | work well with many different
types of people and can be a fair leader.”

“Over the course of the Colorado Student Leaders Institute, my life has been radically
transformed. | have learned more about myself, connected with amazing friends, and discovered new
avenues and Ideas to pursue. Taking part in COSLI has been the most inspiring and educational month
of my life, and | personally feel that | have grown as a student and a leader. | feel so humbled to be a
part of this program, and ! only hope that many more students, for years to come, get to experience the
education and opportunities it has to offer. 1would like to be on the student board completely
regardless of how this program looks on a resume or college application. | sincerely want to stay
connected to COSLI and contribute to its advancement and expansion because | think it is an amazing
opportunity for the education and development of leaders. | have been involved with many different
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leadership positions, but | truly thinkithat | can have an impact through COSLI. ! would be a good fit for
the Student Board because of my pa?t involvement with leadership positions, dedication to the future
students of COSLI, and heartfelt love and appreciation for this program. | can honestly say that 1 will be

dedicated to the improvement of our |nst|tute Thank you for everythlng you have done to make COSLI _
a reality.” -

“First of all, ] want to thank you for éverythlng that you have done for me so far before and during this_
program, and what you will contmue to do for me after this program is over. | am truly and eternally -
grateful for what you have done for my fellow peers and I. | believe that | should be part of the Student
Board for a number of reasons. One major reason is that | am very outgoing and | like to get to know
those around me. Another reason is that | want to help you and Kayla in any way possible and | will take
being on the board with full responsibility. | want to be fully invovled with COSLI after ! leave and be able
to input my own thoughts and opinions to help future generations. of COSLI students..| would really.
appreciate it if you would consider me to be a member of COSLI's student board. Thank you.”

“| have gained many leadership skillsf from COSLI that | would like to use in the Student Advisory

Board. COSLI has done many wonderful things for me and 1 would Jove to inform others of this program.
Also, being able to help and give back to COSLI would be amazing. | feel like the four weeks we had,

were not enough. Not many have the opportunity to help future leaders and 1 know I could be a great
help in advocating, organizing, helping others grow as one and as a group.”

“This past month at COSLI has been an incredible experience and | want to continue my involvement.
Being an the board will be a great opportunity because [ want to help improve COSLI for future students
and to become a better leader. Since | have gone through the program | can give suggestlons of
improvement. | know what has worked for me and what | didn't like, so being on the board will give me
a chance to help grow the program. This program has taught me see both sides of an issug, so | can
make my own decision based on fac#s not other people’s opinions. Because of this, | want to help decide
the topics of the speakers and who they are so the speaker can be the best.”
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