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During the last decade, Dolly Parton’s Imagination Library has had a significant and positive effect on
Tennessee’s children, as you can see in this summary of the program’s impact results. Tennessee was the
first and remains the only state with this unique public-private partnership model that gives all of our state's
chitdren access o receiving and enjoying these books.

With the Govemor's Books from Birth Foundalion providing half of the cost of these books through a grant
approved by our legislature, hundreds of volunteers across all 95 counties raising the other haif while
enrolling children in their communities, and the Dollywood Foundation managing book selection and
distribution, it's clear why Tennessee's Imagination Library mode! is going strong after its first decade. Itis
fruly a grassroofs effort, and we continue o be grateful for the people in every county whose commitment
to this program makes it a reality for their children.

Dolly Parton’s Imagination Library in Tennessee matters to every child who receives these books, tums the
pages, leams new words and begins a lifelong love of books. And it malters to parents and other caregivers
who hold that child while they read the story and understand how life-changing il can be to both when
adults and children read together.

This program matters to children, their families, teachers, and communities. it matters for ALL of us.

/fm/\/oyéw Yol _

Bill Haslam Crissy Haslam

State Carrmol, ¢ Nasuviter, TN 37243-0001 ¢ PH: 615.741.2001 ¢  www.in.gov
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This impact analysis surnmarizes research led by Dr. Olga D. Ebert
for Governor's Books from Birth Foundation

Dr. Olga D. Ebert has over |5 years of experience in education and research related to early
childhood and family literacy. Dr. Ebert received her doctorate in Education and her master's

in Leadership Studies in Education from the University of Tennessee, Knoxville. She continued
her training at the National Even Start Family Literacy Association, the National Center for
Education Statistics and the Commission on Adult Basic Education’s Regional Institute on
Adclescent Literacy. Her areas of expertise include data analysis related to early and family
literacy and evaluating the efficacy of literacy programming. Dr: Ebert has co-authored numerous
articles on education as well as published several research papers on the subject.
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i?‘/ We are preparing children for
GOVERNOR'S lifelong learning through reading.

BOOKS Governor's Books from Birth Foundation,in partnership with Dolly Parton's
Imagination Library and our statewide county affiliate programs, builds a

from BE RTH foundation for reading and learning through books for Tennessee's children,
. ; All children from birth to age five are eligible to receive books at no cost

FOUNDATION to families. Providing books in the home is a unique opportunity for family
engagement, vocabulary and reading skills development.

BOOKS,

GOVERNOR'S -
95 LOCAL :
AFFILIATE =mBIRTH { 50% _,
PROGRAMS . FOUNDATION: '\_ -
« Raise 50% of funds for books & mailing -R;.ise; 50% of funds for books & maiting

.+ Enroll children, promiote program « Supports affiliate programs

How this works
Each local affiliate program enrolls children,

promotes the program in its community and raises
funds for half of the cost of books and mailing.

Through an annual state grant, the GBBF funds ' Managgs §elec3tion, pricing
- and distribution of books

the other half of the cost of books and mailing

and supports local affiliate programs through

fundraising, volunteer training and public refations.

The Dollywood Foundation manages selection, “ie
pricing and distribution of the books.

This is a dynamic public-private partnership unlike #&*&*‘?&#
864446844

Books arrive in the mailboxes
of Tennessee's children

any other in the US. today.

N

ertrenie

The Imagination Library program is built on decades of

reading research consistently demonstrating that having
books at home helps children develop literacy skills.

2 | AnlImpact Analysis: Dolly Parton's Imaginatian Library inTennessee, 2004 - 2014



Intrcduction

The Governor's Books from Birth Foundation (GBBF) was 4

created in 2004 and charged with the statewide implementation
of Dolly Parton’s imagination Library (DPIL) program in each of
Tennessee's 95 counties. The GBBF works to support and sustain
these county programs by providing fundraising, public relations,
strategic communications, and volunteer training support.

10 Years and 20 Million Books

2014 marked the |0th anniversary of the GBBF and its delivery
of the 20 millionth book. Several impact studies of Tennessee's
statewide Imagination Library have been conducted during the
past decade, with some recent and very noteworthy resuits.

As part of its |Oth anniversary, the GBBF commissioned this
impact analysis report to review results of the studies conducted
inTennessee as well as in other states and to add new qualitative
data that helps provide insight into the DPILs impacis in the lives
of Tennessee's students, families, and communities.

Since inception, Tennessee’s Imagination -
Library has grown by leaps and bounds

How is Tennessee's Imagination
Library growing?

In 2013, the GBBF began partnering with the Tennessee Department
of Health's “Welcome Baby' Program to send an imagination Library
enrallment form to every child born in the state — some 80,000
brochures annually, representing Tennessee’s average-annual birth
rate.Additionally, local Health Departrnent home visitation specialists
educate parents about the program and may enroll children during
their hiome visits.

In many communities, hospital nurses register children for

- ‘the program the very day they are born. Also, local pediatricians
and family physicians offer parents of their preschool patients a
“prescription to read" The American Academy of Pediatrics (AAP) has
endarsed the Imagination Library and is encouraging adults to read

to young children as.a vital part of their healthy brain development
(American Academy of Pediatrics, 2008).The GBBF partners with the
Tennessee Chapter of AAP on these education efforts.

P?}l;ent‘s enroll their children online or by coffr_'wpl'eting enrollment
brochures'that are available from the GBBF and from each county’s
Imagination Library affiliate.

The GBBF provides enrollment brochures for its partner
organizations, ke Head Start and the TN Library Association.

An Impact Analysis; Dolly Partor's Imagination Library inTennessee, 2004 - 2014 | 3
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As of December 31, 2014:

22 Million

books and counting have

been delivered since
October 2004.

More than

410,000

five-year-olds have
graduated from the
Imagination Library.

Al of Terinessee’s
407,000
children under the age

of five have access to the
Imagination Library..

More than

235,000

Tennessee children are,
receiving bsoks currently.

Approximately

- One million

children have participated
in Tennessee’s, [magination
Library.
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Dolly Parton's Imagination Library
Simple. Effective.

Reading research encompasses many issues across several disciplinary fields

Even a-child who hails from including basic research into literacy skills for typically developing and struggling
. NN o readers and investigations of prevention and intervention methods and

a home with 235 books will, j  assessment design. Quality literacy programs for young children, including Dolly

on average, complete two Parton’s Imagination Library (DPIL), are grounded in the relevant aspects of

more years of school than reading research, particularly that on supporting iiteracy development.

would a.child from a home
without any books at all.
Evans; Kelley, Sikorac,and Trelmand (2070}

Decades of scientific inquiry into literacy
development have resulted in a uniform and
reliable conclusion that having books in the
home helps children acquire reading skills,

Several charactenstms make DPIL un1que among all children'’s
reading programs:

» Focuses on preschool-age children, birth to five years old

* s available to-every child, birth to five, without regard to socio-economic status,

" helping families create home libraries _ '

X ?r_orhotes aduit engagement through provided interactive t'rteraq{acl:i\.fi’desj :

¢ Utilizes the local community as a stakeholder for support

Dolly Parton’s Imagination Ltbrary is designed to. help- families. create home !|branes es’cabhsh reading
routines and encourage Ilteracy activities.

Research and evaluation studies that define and highlight the outcomes of DPIL have been collected by the
Governor's Books from Birth Foundation. The GBBF commissioned Olga D. Ebert, Ph.D, an independent
education researcher, to summarize these findings and obtain a broad picture of the program’s
effectiveness. The highlighted results and sustainable impacts are of utmost importance in understanding
how Dolly-Parton’s Imagination Library in Tennessee strengthens the educational journeys of its
participants and graduates. Systematic review methods were employed to synthesize findings of several
studies conducted'in Tennessee and to substantiate them with the results of research from other states. This
process relied on qualitative research methods and on the systematic review approach described by Harden et
al. (2003) and consisting in three steps: locating and classifying studies; comparing findings, and thematic analysis.

The results of ;é‘éqti;c:)‘njl‘ U.S. Studies of Dolly Parton’s Imagination Library
the review are JuyE—u —
presented in :
these sections Sectlon 3 S‘ummary of Program Impacts
of the report: g

:S'e_c.t'ion 2 | Tennessee Studies, Focus Groups and Interviéws

Summary of Findings and Conclusions

4 §j Anlmpact Analysis: Dolly Parton's Imagination Library in Tennessee, 2004 - 2014



U.S. Studies of
Dolly Parton’'s Imagination Library

Dolly Parton's Imagination Library has grown nationally as welt as internationally since its beginning in
1996 in Sevier County, TN. Of the evaluations and impact studies conducted in the United States, one of
the earliest was carried out by High/Scope in 2003 and included programs from three states: Tennessee,
Georgja, and North Dakota (High/Scope Educationa! Research, 2003).

The important themes that emerged from the report were:

' Positive changes in the way -
parents-spenttime:
with their children |

] é'hi'ldrern’s__egcit'qmeﬁ't-z ;
. tipbn receiving books

induding more frequent reading together
and more comfort in sharing books,
The High/Scope report is the only multi-state analysis conducted to date.
Studies conducted in other states during the past eight years are summarized in a table located in the
Appendix. Below is a summary of these findings.
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Significant program impacts seen in U.S. studies pppency

Research shows:

Increased ffrequency and Lorger enroliment in DPIL participants
duration of DPIL correlated wilh outperformed

family reading ~ stronger homie literacy non-participants on
and children’s practices language and literacy
interest in reading ' |  measures

Parents -répp.r‘fted::;

More verbal iriteraction Emiployiiig reading ! Obsetving children’s
Lo - strategies . | desire to engagein
‘Being more N ‘|, indeperident reading
comfortable.réading Being more conscious N
with their children’ 1 , s reading

skills dand interest

An Impact Analysis: Dolly Parton's Imagination Library in Fennessee, 2004 - 20t4 | 5



Tennessee Research and
Evaluations of Imagination Library

During 2005 - 2008, the Tennessee Board of - - .
Regents (TBR) conducted the first statewide Inits 20)4 KIDS COUNT Data Snapstiot,
Elp R R (T LTS BN ReC (VR -I R  the Terinessee Commission:on Childien and
the Imagjnation Library's impact on the learning- Youth (TCCY): acknowledged' the GBBF,
preparedness of children enrolled in public schools. : '

Locally, several regionat and district-
wide evaluation efforts took place
during the last decade. West and East
Tennessee independent analyses of TP Pr i Gindirs' NAEP
student outcomes are of the largest ety
scale to date.

: appropriate
books in the hands of Tennessee s children

West Tennessee Study
A-mdior regional effort in West Tennessee, and rural Mississippi, spearheaded by
the Urban Child Institute (TN).in partnership with Shelby County Schools during 201 1-2014.

Findings

Compared to children who did nét participate in the program, DPIL participants performed better
on the Kindergarten Readiness measures even after controlling'fpr- demographic and socioeconomic
factors, family reading habits, and enrollment in early education programs (Samiei, Bush, Seli & Imig 2013).
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A follow up study at 2nd grade found that former DPIL parti¢ipants
continued to score significantly higher on reading comprehension
and vocabulary measures as shown below:

60

B Participants

[j Non-Participants
30 .

Percent of students

e

Tier | students are performing

at grade level; Tier 2 students are
performing moderately below grade
level; Tier 3 students are performing
seriously below grade level,

Tier | Tier 2 Tier 3

: Istation Reading Tiers -
\k e ™ - e T T - J
Children who participated in the Imagination Library program are more likely to be in the

strongest tier (Tier [)-and least likely to be in the weakest tier (Tier 3) of readers in 2nd grade.

Research Brief 2014-01 Links between Books from 8irth Particibation.and Secnd-Grade Readihg Performance: Pathways.to‘Suc_cequartnersf}x‘p i
Sheiby Caurty Schools | The Urban Child institute

6 | AnlImpact Analysis: Dolly Parton's Imagination Library inTernessee, 2004 - 2014



Tennessee Research and
Evaluations of Imagination Library

East Tennessee Study
A stotistical study spanning several years conducted by the Knox County Schools system during 2007-201 3,

Findings
A significant assoctation was found between the participation in Imagination Library and. performance
on Kindergarten Literacy Assessment — former participants scored higher than non-participants
(Knox County Schools, 2009). And three years later, DPIL alumni performed better than non-
participants in almost every demographic category on the third grade Tennessee Comprehensive

© Assessment Program reading and language measures (Knox County Schools, 2043),

Of third graders who had participated in the Imagination Library prograi,
rhore of them scored in'the Advanced and Proficient ¢categories on the Reading/

Language Arts examinations than their non-participating peers, as shown below;
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Alumni Alumni

Fall 2008 (K): % Metor
Exceeded Expactations
(K Literacy Assessment)

Former Part'icipafhts', . 65%
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Spring 2009 {(K): % Met ar
* Exceeded Expectations
(K Literacy Assessment)

85%
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Spring 2012 (3rd grade):
% Proficient in TCAP
Reading/Language

56%.

AT
"-\\.'!15’:::'3::; "

Children who participated in the Imagination Library program were more likely to score
higher on literacy assessments, even into third grade.

L

Other Tennessee District Evaluations Included:

S

* Hamblen County’s HC*Excell (Hamblen County P-16 coundil,
2010) found DPIL participants outperformed non-participants on
a pre-Kindergarten Reading Readiness assessment;

* Kingsport City Schools in 2013 (Gnnamen, 2014), parent surveys

Sevier County data included in High/Scope 2003 study
Franklin County Schools in 2013, teacher surveys

Hamilton County/United Way of Greater Chattanooga,
Schcol Readiness and Early Grade study in process

An Impact Analysis: Dolly Parton's Imagination Library in Tennessee, 2004 - 2014 | 7



Focus groups and interview data
Perspectives from stakeholders across the state

Data was collected from:

Focus groups Interviews
pre-Kindergarten families of past participants, donors, Tennessee Department
teachers, East TN parents of Education early learning staff, community partner

of DPIL recipients - organizations, and Dollywood Foundation staff

“A Healing Effect on the Community ”
- L ‘ ) The “healing effect on the community”

Participants of these focus groups manifesting in emerging neighborhood initiatives,
and interviews confirmed the increased library usage and literacy - child
results discovered from statisticat development program collaboratien.
methods and added their opinions”
on important points that go '
beyond literacy to the program'’s
deeper impacts on whole

- communities, incliding:

The establishment of reading routines seeming
to bring about increased stability, emotional
~well-being and improved atmosphere in families
facing difficulties (such as poverty and stress
experienced by families where parents work long
hours and have limited support raising children).
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“A\ child’s relationship with a
¢onsistént, caring adultin the early
‘years is associated with healthier
behaviors, more positive peer
interactions, a { increased ability to
cope with stress, Through different )
:acfi,yitiés that support positive pareht-
¢hild interactions: such. as reading,
children expériet i feelings.of -safei;)':
< and ‘_,s'tecuri'ty, learn to:trust:adults, ‘

and gain'the coiifidénce to éxplore
and engage with their siirrounding
environment. ‘Read'i'h“g--togéthgi" is
a’concrete activity that encourages
parents to. providé warm, i'e'sponéiiﬁee

« and sensitive support to their: children.”

“l.am the mother of a I3 yr old girt and a newborn baby
boy. As a.working mom, | can't always get new books for
my son. | signeéd up for the program shortly after he was
born. The selection of books is always age appropriate, ' Jiersie Ludnskt MPT sirgtor of Early Childhood
colorful and on a variety of subjects. My daughter enjoys Intipves Tennassee Depiittintent of Healtft
reading to her ne_w’lifi:tlé brother.” .

8 | AnImpact Amalysis: Dolly Parton's Imagination Library inTennessee, 2004 - 2014



Summary of Program Impacts

Dolly Parton’s Imagination Library has provided high quality books to many thousands of children in the
US. and several foreign countries for almost 20 years. At least six evaluations or impact studies were
conducted in Tennessee, about a dozen in other states, and three abroad. While the studies conducted
varied in their scope and methods, they all aimed at collecting and analyzing evidence of the effectiveness
of the Imagination Library program.

Theé ."=ﬁnciings' from across these §'tudies“ ]

\_

1)
c
K4
=
>
=
o]
|
T
=.
o)
o
P
2
=
_ED"
>
)
_.{
7

EARLY READING SCHOOL y D;\?g,%gﬁ%%'l‘

LIFE SKILLS PRINT 6 BOOK 4 _ PARENT
DEVELOPMENT 4 . ARPRECIATION . ENGAGEMENT

CONCEPT OF

EXCITEMENT
HOME LITERACY ABOUT BOOKS
. PRACTICE ). &READING

S

Quotes used throughout the categories on the following pages are
from focus groups and comment sections on surveys.
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Summary of Program Impacts

Children have stronger early reading skills.

Learning to read in the early grades supports future academic success.
Statistical- studies conducted inTennessee show that Imagination
Library participants outperform non-participants on kindergarten
literacy assessments and their reading skills continue to surpass
those of non-participants even in second and third grades.

] EARLY READING Annie E Casey Foundation, 201 4; Sefl, fmig, & Samiei, 201 4; Knox Courty Schools, 201 3; Hamblen
) SKILLS _ ' County P-16 Coundl, 2010; Gordon (201 0).
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- From aparent, “His teacher tells me that he is so advanced, he
reads all the time. The best part for me is that he is smart..and it’s
. all from reading the books.” - '

» The Imagination Library has
been a wonderful experience
for my granddaughter: Each
month, she would look for the
ail to come with her book;
she wotild be so excited. We
had to read it several tirnes
that first day. All month, we
had to read the new book;
daily, Sometimes these
wonderful books ended up
under her sheets at bedtime.
Having turned five, she began
kindergarten this pastfall.
Her'teacher says $he can tell
that my granddatighter has
had exposure to'books and
réading. Thank you for caring
dbout the education of young
children.”

- athankful grandmother

10 | An Impact Analysis: Dolly Parten's Imagination Library in Tennessee, 2004 - 2014



Summary of Program Impacts

Children are more prepared for school.

Literacy in the United States goes beyond learning to read and write. -
One national study found that children whose parents read to them | .
at age five performed better at school at ages 10 and |6.Tennessee 1 +1 — 2
studies that foliowed a specific group of DPIL book recipients suggest =l

that skilis such as math scores and cognitive skills are significantly -

improved with participation in the Imagination Library.

SCHOCL
Greenberg, Dunleavy, & Kutner (2007); Sulfivan end Brown (201 3); Gorden (201 0): READINESS
Tennessee Board of Regents (2008a, 2008b); Samiei et al. (204 3) § P

UI"
C
4
z
3
0=
T
T
o)
o)
o
=
2
k:
>
(9]
-
7]

"Because of Imagination Library and different types of books that are
sent, it prepared the children for school. It's the variety of books. When
they get to school, they are still associating what they are learning with
what they read. Like Llama, llama, they come to school and see it, and
say 'Look, it's Llama llama!'- I had that book.”

Imagination Library fosters strong
speech and vocabulary.

Closing the “language gap” early is vital for reading success in school.
A child’s brain grows to 80% of its adult size by age three, creating

a critical window of opportunity for learning words and language. There

is an important connection between adult-child reading and vocabulary
development. Parents of children receiving Imagination Library books say

LANGUAGE 4 o ;
DEVELOPMENT they read together more often and this activity, coupled with close

adult-child interaction using Imagination Library activities, improves the
child’s speaking skills and vocabulary according to studies in both

Tennessee and beyond.

Duncan et ol. (2007); Hart & Risley (2004); Glescoe & Leew (2010);
Reikes et ¢l (2006); Surveys and interviews with Terrnessee educators
(2014}, Tennessee Board of Regents (2008q, 20085),

Seif ef el (201 4); and Sanied et of (201 3).

“And when they do their homework, they know
what this word means, and that. They can read the
book and know the words in it. It builds their confidence”

An Impact Aralysis: Dolly Parton’s Imagination Library inTennessee, 2004 - 2014 | 11



Summary of Program Impacts

Children develop essential life skills.

Early grades are an important time in the development of a child’s
self-image, even impacting social and emotional development.
Reading experiences shared by children from diverse backgrounds
upon entering kindergarten can level the playing field” and help them

develop socialization skills.Young children naturally relate to books and
LIFE SKILLS

s draw important life lessons from them. A statewide survey of pre-K and
DEVELOPMENT _ ¢

kindergarten teachers in Tennessee, plus multiple regional interviews and
focus groups conducted in 2014 with Tennessee early grades educators,
emphasized that participation in the Imagination Library program
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does help develop positive social-emotional and behavioral skilis.

Erikson (1963); Reid Lyon (2009); Baroody dand Dobbs-Oates (201 1) Tennessee Board of
Regents (2007, 20080, 2008D).

"Almost all the others said 'T have that too! or ‘I love this book’ It was a
great ice breaker for the first week of school, and gave all the children
something in common to share.”

‘ In the words of a former Imagination
Library participant, age 9: "I want to be
an author because I am already making
books. You need to think what you
are going to write about. You know —
characters’ naines, and the title, and what

the setting ought to be. You might want
to draw pictures. Just writing words now,
but when I am done with the story, I'will
go back and draw a picture. I would like
my book to be 100 pages long!"

[2 | AnImpact Aralysis: Dolly Parton's Imagination Library in Tennessee, 2004 - 2014



Summary of Program Impacts

M.  Children begin school with book
" handling skills and an understanding
of letter and word concepts.

l&l ' Print awareness and basic book concepts are essential for literacy
] _ development. Tennessee early grades educators participating in

CONCEPTOF | statewide surveys and in 2014 focus groups reported that Imagination

I;’-RI‘.NT & BOOK, Library participants are able to acquire a basic understanding of

APPRECIATION . . .

iy _ print and book component concepts, including separate words and

) letters and book-handling skills. Tennessee Department of Education staff

interviewed for this project described reading routines with DPIL

books as an “important precursor for learning.”

Mdlfese et of (2006); Hausner {2000);Tennessee Board of Regents (2008a, 2008b).
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“[My son] is more drawn to books and words; he found his niche in
books. Even when he was little, he would take construction paper and
computer paper and fold them to try to make a book.”

“When I was growing up, it did not matter if we read or not. So I want
my kids to have these opportunities, I sit down with them and teach
them the importance of reading. If you don't know how to read, how do
you even know which way to go? At the zoo, I tell them - look, this way
to the bears, and this way to the elephants, and if you cannot read, you
do not know which is which. And if you can’t read, you will not know
what you are signing, and if yoéu want to be a doctor or a lawyer..."

An Impact Analysis: Dolly Parton’s Imagination Library inTennessee, 2004 - 2014 | 13



Summary of Program Impacts

Families connect around books.

6.
The value parents piace on reading to children is a strong influencer .
in their language and literacy development. Imagination Library studies . ‘
consistently demonstrate that program participation promotes one-on-cne 4
time for reading and nurturing between children and adutts, These findings _ g '
have been confirmed by Tennessee parent focus groups {2006 and 2014) v
and educators. In the DPIL model, parents are encouraged to read with
the child, instead of to the child, and are encouraged to use reading
engagement activities recommended by the GBBF and local libraries.

PARENT
ENGAGEMENT .

Glascoe & Leew (201 0); Snow et of {1 998); High/Scope Educctional Research (2003); Gerden (2010); Ridzi,
Sylvie, & Singh (2011 ); UpFront Organization Development Consulting (201 3); (Semiei et al, 201 3),
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"I see the difference in students
when they have had some
experiences with books and -
literacy... Parent involverment with
these students that participated in
the Imagination Library is higher
than those who did not” -

Books in the home support a child’s
continued success.

Having books in'the home has been consistently proven to be a

predictor of children’s academic success. InTennessee, the GBBF

helps each family build a library of as many as 60 books, instilling

pride and a sense of self-esteem in the young recipients. Imagination

HOME LITERACY Library books are varied and ‘age-appropriate, introducing families
PRACTICE to the concept of reading levels pre-kindergarten. .

Evans et al. (201 0): McQuittan (1998); Snow et al (1 998); Samiei et af (204 3); Ridzi et of (20H1);
Thomason (2008); Tennessee Board of Regents {2007); and High/Scope Educctional Reseorch (2003).

“Asan educator, this inclusive pre-schoot literature program not onty

. educates parents on how important quality time is with their child, but
‘how vital listening skills are for young ears. I arm passionate about this
program because it enables all children to have equal access to five
years of premiere educator-chosen literature of the highest quality.”

14 | AnImpact Analysis: Dolly Parton’s Imagination Library inTennessee, 2004 - 2014



Summary of Program Impacts

Children are excited about books and reading!

Love and understanding of reading is shared among children,

families and communities participating in the Imagination Library

— this was the common finding across many studies about the program in

Tennessee and in other states. On all levels, from a child jumping by the

_ mailbox thrilled by the sight of a book with her name on it (and
'E_‘XCITEMENT B - carly on - revealing desire and motivation to read independently), to

_' AzOR%ig?I\?GKS 4 a parent looking forward to reading with a child in his lap, to a group

R of community volunteers partnering with a health clinic for a literacy
event, the Imagjnation Library creates a model for early learning that is
unsurpassed in its simplicity, outreach and outcomes.
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Knax County Schools (201 3); Cinnamon (201 4);Tennessee Board of Regents (2008a and 2008b);
Harmiiton County Community Research Cound! (2008); High/Scope Educational Research (2003):
Gordon (2010):Themason (2008); Malo and i {2007).

“I think this program is a powerful program. I know the simple
excitéement it creates is worth the money. [ have seen my students and
my own child get truly ecstatic when receiving a new book in the mail.
Students who are this excited become readers.”
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Summary of Findings
Collective voice in support of the program

Over ten years have passed since publication of the High/Scope study — the first rigorous effort to
document effectiveness of the Imagination Library madel. Information is now available from about 20
additional effectiveness studies (about a third of them in Tennessee) undertaken by local programs,
school districts, community organizations, and professional researchers in public and private organizations.
Concrete evidence exists about the effectiveness of this program.

Findings from four statistical studies conducted in TN all demonstrated DPIL participants
performed higher than non-participants on kindergarten assessments.Two of these have conducted
followup studies and concluded that the former participants continue to outperform non-participants
through the third grade.

Qualitative findings from focus groups and interviews
corroborate these statistical results.

Results of multiple teacher and parent surveys from this report included responses from several cohorts
of early grades teachers across Tennessee who participated in the Tennessee Board of Regents study. The
teachers appear 1o strongly believe in the effectiveness of the program based on their observations of

participants’ classroom performance. Numerous parentffamily surveys in Tennessee and beyond suggest that
parents found the program beneficial to their children and to the entire family.

Three main impact areas that emerged from résults of
family surveys, beginning with the High/Scope study are:

1. Children’s excitement about and interest in reading

2'. Expanded home literacy praétices‘

3. Increased parental engagement, confirming that Imagination Library
participation may affect the overall amount and quality of parent-child
interactfo_ns qnd lay the f_0u1l1d'ati0n for adults’ éonsistent involvement in
theéir childreﬁ'S‘_Iearning and development. '

Two themes have "consistenﬂy’be_en present in the interviews
with program staff and community partners:

The role of DPIL in'bringing 2 The positive impacts of DPIL participation on
community together. . * thehealth and development of young children.
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Concluding Statement

Over the past 10 years, Dolly Parton’s Imagination
Library inTennessee has been implemented and
sustained with great success. Tennessee is the
only state in the nation utilizing this program
mode! for a statewide children’s literacy
initiative that provides monthly books to all
families with young children. With over 22 million
books delivered to young children since October
2004, Tennessee’s Imagination Library provides
a crucial component in our state’s educational
pathway from “cradle to career”.

The Governor's Books from Birth Foundation
continues to support and sustain Dolly Parton's
Imaginaticn Library inTennessee and remains
committed, with the support of the Governor
and First Lady, as well as statewide partners

and supporters, to its healthy growth for the
benefit of Tennessee’s families and children.
The GBBF seeks to change Tennessee’s
early childhood literacy rate for the better,
thus building the critical foundation for each
participating child’s successful educational journey.
The GBBF, in partnership with the Dollywood
Foundation, will continue to collect and analyze
data about Imagination Library impacts.

Over twenty studies were included in this review,
with three focus groups and a dozen interviews
conducted in 2014 to obtain perspectives

of different stakeholders, including former
participants and their farilies, parents of current
participants, early grades teachers and other
education professionals, as well as community
members and program donors.

The impacts drawn from the review of
existing studies and triangulated with the
qualitative data, fell into eight categories:

TANGUAGE
DEVELOPMENT .

CONCEPTOE e
IEESKILLY: PRINTEBOOK 4 PARENT'
BEVELOPMENT APPREGIATION " ENGAGEMENT

This program has a unique potential to
bring a community together because of its:

» Inclusion of all children, providing common
ground at the start of kindergarten;

* Promotion of activities that have a healing effect
on famnilies regardless of their economic status;

* Engagement of the entire community in
promoting literacy, enrollment, and fundraising;

* Allowance of each-community’s autonomy for
growth and sustainability, white benefiting from
statewide and local partnerships.

Dolly Parton’s Imagination Library model.in Tennessee works by connecting committed individuals with
private and public investors around a dynamic mission to build a strong foundation. of literacy for this state's
next generation. Volunteers and donations- to help pay for these books are absolutely necessary

to sustain the program’s ability to continue to grow over the next decade. You can invest in the.
future of Tennessee by making a gift that will help purchase more books for Tennessee’s children!

Visit www.GovernorsFoundation.org today.

Contact:

Theresa Carl, President, Governor's Books from Birth Foundation
312 Rosa Parks Ave. Tennessee Tower, 27th Floor, Nashville, TN 37243
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Appendix

U.S. Studies of Dolly Parton's Imagination Library Conducted in the United States,
2007-2014, excluding Tennessee

Year of Evaluator/
completion | State | Location Agency Researcher Methods
2014 Ms Indianola and Indianola Promise Community Tennessee Urban Child Kindergarten literacy and
the Delta areas -{ Institute math test scores-{approx. 500
students)
2003 MN Central MN United Way of Central MN UpFrent Consulting Parent and teacher focus
groups, parent surveys (N-586)
2011 AK Juneau Juneau School District Kindergarten I'it.eracy and math -
test scores (22 students)
LA Seven LA Lovisiana Assaciation M.Bryant {(Univ.of LAat | Pre- {(N=I14) and post-
parishes of United Ways Lafayette) enroliment (N=80} parent
_ survey”
Mi Battle Creek Partnership of the Battle Creek M. Lelle: (for Kellogg Survey completed by appros. ‘
Edurcators' Task force, the Foundation) 200 garents
Felpausch Foundation, Summit
_ Pointe, and Willard Co. Library L
NY Syracuse/ Literacy Coalition of Onondaga Le Moyne College Survey completed by 170
Onondaga Co | County Center for Urban parenis in cohorts by fength of
and Regional Applied DPIL enroliment
. B Research
2010 AK 22 programs Best Beginnings public-private H. Seitz and R. Capuozza, | Survey completed by approx.
aaross 5 regions | partnership Univ. of AK, Anchorage 800 parents
OH Middletown Middletown Community D. Gordon (Middletown | Parent survey (N=89);
Foundation Community Foundation) | Kindergarten literacy test
scores (N=69)
2009 fwi Douglas Cotinty Douglas County United Way L. Novek & K Lesny Survey completed by 65
{Univ.of Wi-Superior parents
2008 GA 46 counties and | Ferst Foundation for Childhood G.Thomason Survey completed by 1082
4 communities | Literacy {dissertation, Liberty parents in cohorts by length of
Univ) DPIL enrollment
MN Southwest MN  { United Way of Southwest MN United Way of Southwest | Survey completed by 90
MN parents
™ Wichita County | North Texas Area United Way North Texas Area United | Survey completed by 333
Way parents
2007 Hi Four school Learning to Grow Project of the | G. Fong (Univ. of Hi Su{'ve)f completed by 747
complexeson | Univ, of Hi Center on the Family | Center on the Family) parents
O'ahu, Hawaii.
Mau; : . . . . 2 .
NC | Cleveland Cleveland County Partnership for | Cleveland County Survey completed by 236
Céunty Children Partnership for Children { parents.
M Allegan County | Allegan Area Educational Services | C. Il (Allegan Area Survey completed by 219
Agency Educational Services parents
Agency)
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