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Good afternoon Senators.

I am Ashley Smith, the Mayor of Canon City. I am not here with a request to be able to 
explore transitioning to 100% renewable energy…but to simply provide my community with 
the basic need for simply affordable energy.
We have a median household income that’s near poverty level coupled with THE highest 
electric utility rates in the State. The State Public Utilities Commission study shows that 
Black Hills' residential rates are 34% higher than the statewide average of all electricity 
providers, and 47% higher than Xcel Energy's residential rates.
Out of frustration with high energy rates, our citizens voted in the Nov 2020 election NOT to 
renew our franchise agreement with Black Hills. Now, we are without a franchise agreement 
to regulate Black Hills use of our easements, and without a practical, nor cost effective way 
seek more competitive energy options. As an elected official, we have been given a 
mandate via election to probe for lower utility rates, but essentially we are stuck.
For example, if we wished to have a different utility company to take over Black Hills, as our 
provider, we would have to prove in court that Black Hills has failed to provide electricity to 
Cañon City and condemn their infrastructure or they would have to voluntarily agree to sell 
their infrastructure (which, as essentially a legal monopoly in our region, they have already 
declined an offer from Pueblo). Both would require going through a lengthy, complicated, 
and costly process in court, the PUC, and with a multi-multi-million dollar price tag.
These are stifling state mandated requirements that our community cannot afford to take on. 
We need to be able to access affordable electricity alternatives, with a less restrictive 
process. I would like to ask you to support this investigatory study to explore the ability to 
adopt legislation for community wholesale energy choice options.

___________________________
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This message and accompanying documents are covered by the Electronic Communications Privacy Act, 18 
U.S.C. §§ 2510-2521, and Colorado State Statutes 18-9-301 to 305 C.R.S. and contains information intended 
for the specified individual only. This information is confidential. If you are not the intended recipient or an 
agent responsible for delivering it to the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that you have received 
this document in error and that any review, dissemination, distribution, copying, or the taking of any action 
based on the contents of this information is strictly prohibited.
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