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My   name   is   Bobbie   Klein.    I   am   a   30-year   resident   of   Boulder.    I   am   writing   to   express   my   strong   
support   for   HB21-1299.   
  

When   I   first   moved   to   Boulder,   I   lived   in   the   Table   Mesa   neighborhood   near   King   Soopers   and   
shopped   there   at   least   a   couple   of   times   a   week.    Although   I   was   not   there   on   March   22,   I   could   
have   been   if   my   daily   routine   happened   to   be   different   that   day.    Even   before   this   mass   
shooting,   I   frequently   worried   that   I   or   a   loved   one   would   be   directly   affected   by   gun   violence   
Now   grief   has   been   added   to   my   fear   as   I   mourn   for   the   10   people   who   lost   their   lives.   To   say   
that   this   mass   shooting   has   had   an   absolutely   devastating   impact   on   our   community   is   an   
understatement.     
  

Columbine.   The   Aurora   Theater.   Planned   Parenthood.   STEM   School.    And   now   King   Soopers.   
A   2019   Denver   Post   analysis   concluded   that   Colorado   has   had   more   mass   shootings   per   capita   
than   all   but   4   other   states   and   the   District   of   Columbia. 1     And   mass   shootings   are   just   a   small   
percentage   of   overall   gun   deaths.   Whenever   these   horrific   incidents   occur   we   ask   ourselves,   
why   does   this   continue   to   happen   in   our   beautiful   state?    And   more   importantly,   what   can   we   do   
to   prevent   it   from   happening   again?   
  

I   agree   with   those   who   argue   that   we   should   treat   gun   violence   as   a   public   health   issue   and   
research   its   causes   as   well   as   effective   responses.   These   responses   could   be   as   varied   as   
common-sense   restrictions   on   gun   purchases   to   greening   vacant   spaces. 2     Research   into   gun  
violence   prevention   at   the   federal   level   was   stymied   for   years   due   to   the   1996   “Dickey   
Amendment”    which   barred   the   CDC    from   spending   money   to   advocate   or   promote   gun   control.   
Now   we   must   act   quickly   to   catch   up.   While   $25   million   was   recently   allocated   to   federal   
agencies   to   study   gun   violence,   this   is   a   pittance   compared   to   the   magnitude   of   the   problem:   
approximately   800   gun   deaths   per   year   in   Colorado   (close   to   40,000   nationwide)   with   an   
estimated   annual   cost   of   $5.6   billion   in   Colorado   ($280   billion   nationwide). 3   
  

HB21-1299,   which   would   create   an   Office   of   Gun   Violence   Prevention   (OGVP)   within   the   
Department   of   Public   Health   and   Environment,   will   ensure   that   Colorado-specific   research   is   
targeted   and   shared.   One   of   the   OGVP’s   stated   purposes   is   to   “Promote   research   regarding   
causes   of,   and   evidence-based   responses   to,   gun   violence.”     Among   its   specific   duties   are  
assisting   researchers   seeking   information   about   gun   violence   in   Colorado,   collaborating   with   
gun   violence   prevention   researchers   on   certain   topics,   and   promoting   new   and   relevant   gun   
violence   prevention   research   and   making   it   accessible   to   researchers   and   the   public.     
  

1  https://www.denverpost.com/2019/05/12/denver-colorado-school-shootings/   
2  See   https://www.nytimes.com/2021/03/27/us/politics/gun-violence-research-cdc.html   
3   https://everystat.org/#cost ;   https://everystat.org/#Colorado   
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Let’s   make   sure   we   are   relying   on   the   best   available   research   and   data   to   address   gun   violence   
in   Colorado.    I   urge   you   to   vote   “yes”   on   HB21-1299   and   to   fully   fund   the   OGVP   so   it   can   carry   
out   its   duties   effectively.    Thank   you.   









Good afternoon Committee Members.  My name is Julie Carr.  I live in Colorado Springs, CO.

The daily toll of gun violence is mounting in Colorado Springs.  For the past 5 years as a
volunteer with Moms Demand Action for Gun Sense, I have been learning to understand the
many facets of gun violence in my community.  I am convinced that it is vital for Colorado to
approach gun violence as a multifaceted public health crisis and I applaud this proposed bill
HB1299 to establish a Colorado Office of Gun Violence Prevention.

El Paso County and Colorado Springs is a growing community and in tandem with our
population growth we have seen a rise in gun violence. We are projected to see a population
increase of 250,000 people thru 2050.  In my opinion we are wholly unprepared for the gun
violence that will continue and likely grow and the resulting trauma and cost to our community.

Between 2015 and 2019, El Paso county has the highest number of suicides and highest
number of firearm related suicides of all counties in Colorado. During that time, 484 people died
by firearm suicide. In 2019 there were 206 suicides, 113 of those were by firearm; up from 181
total suicides in 2018, 91 of those by firearm.

In Colorado Springs homicides reached a record high in 2020  According to the Colorado
Springs Police Department, there were 42 more shootings reported in 2020 than 2019, and
nearly 1,000 more calls for service for “shots fired” were received.

Colorado Springs has community and faith based organizations that are deeply invested in
preventing violence especially in pockets of our community where those who are most at risk of
gun violence victimization live.  These organizations struggle to piece together grant funding,
volunteers, and the data that is needed to sustain their prevention and intervention efforts.
Overall, public and private efforts to curb all these aspects of deadly gun violence are
fragmented and under resourced.  The grant program that will be housed in this Office will be
critically important to supporting these and similar efforts.

Each month I attend the El Paso County Firearm Safety Workgroup.  Community members,
medical professionals, firearms proponents, representatives of local suicide prevention groups
and public health officials are working together to reduce firearm suicides in El Paso County.
For close to 2 years the group has worked to create a locally targeted firearm suicide prevention
public service announcement video. The video is close to completion but we do not know where
funds to distribute this carefully crafted life saving message into the community will come from.  I
am confident my community and so many others would benefit greatly from the coordination
and resources of a statewide Office of Gun Violence Prevention.  Let’s make this investment in
tackling gun violence and strengthening Colorado communities. Please vote yes on HB 1299.







My name is Emmy Betz, and I express my strong  support for HB 21-1299. 

I represent myself, not a position of the University of Colorado, the CU School of Medicine, UCHealth, or 
any other organization I work with. 

As a proud Colorado native, I support this bill to develop a non-partisan, apolitical hub for firearm injury 
prevention. I do not own a gun myself, but I have family, friends, and colleagues who are responsible 
gun owners. They use firearms in their jobs, or for hunting, or for personal protection or recreation at 
the range. And we share a common goal: none of us wants a loved one to be injured or killed by a 
firearm. And yet, too many of us – me included - have already lost loved ones. When we talk about 
“violence”, we need to remember suicide – self-inflicted violence. In our state, 76% of all firearm deaths 
are by suicide – in 2019 alone, 43 children and teens died by firearm suicide. Those deaths are not 
more, or less, important than deaths by other causes. But they require different approaches than other 
types of violence. CDPHE is already doing great work in firearm suicide prevention – in fact, it is 
recognized nationally for its statewide ‘gun shop project’ engaging retailers and ranges in suicide 
prevention. This bill would further support efforts like that. 

I also write as an emergency physician. I am unfortunately too used to caring for patients who have 
been shot, or who are at risk of being shot, or who are at risk of shooting themselves. In the hospital, 
we do our best to stop the bleeding and save lives. But we need more. We need programs to refer 
survivors to – programs like Hospital Based Violence Intervention Programs, which surround individuals 
with support and connection to services to stop the vicious cycle of daily violence. We need programs in 
the community that intervene before violence occurs. We need programs to support the families and 
friends who have witnessed violence or lost loved ones. And we need programs and education to 
encourage people to voluntarily reduce access to firearms during times of suicide risk – because we 
know this can save lives. I believe this bill could help fill these needs. 

Finally, I express my support for this bill as a researcher in firearm injury prevention.  Over the past 
decade, I have led or assisted with numerous studies on the topic, with funding from the National 
Institutes of Health, the CDC, the Department of Defense, and various foundations. My research is 
focused on engagement of affected communities in developing and testing solutions. This bill would 
support a hub that would provide infrastructure, data, grants, and networking that would support 
researchers and programs in Colorado, so that we can all continue working to keep our residents 
healthy. Science should not be about politics. Science is about keeping an open mind and using strong 
methods to test what works, and why. Now is the time for us to take the necessary steps to prevent 
firearm injuries and deaths.   

Thank you. 
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Dear Chairman Foote, Vice Chair Court, and Other Distinguished Members of the Colorado Senate 
State, Veterans, and Military Affairs Committee,  
 
Founded in 1974, Brady works across Congress, courts, and communities, uniting gun owners and 
non-gun owners alike, to take action, not sides, and end America’s gun violence epidemic. Our 
organization today carries the name of Jim Brady, who was shot and severely injured in the 
assassination attempt on President Ronald Reagan. Jim and his wife, Sarah, led the fight to pass 
federal legislation requiring background checks for gun sales. Brady continues to uphold Jim and 
Sarah’s legacy by uniting Americans from coast to coast, red and blue, young and old, liberal and 
conservative, to combat the epidemic of gun violence. 
 
Gun violence is an epidemic, both nationwide and in the state of Colorado. Since 1980, well over 
20,000 people have died from gun violence in Colorado, and in 2019 alone, 836 were killed as a 
result of a firearm.1 Colorado, like the rest of the country, experienced a steep increase in firearms 
purchasing over the last year. In 2020, 49 percent more firearms were sold in Colorado compared 
to 2019. The need for a coordinated and strategic response to the gun violence crisis is clear, 
and this is why the Brady Campaign to Prevent Gun Violence strongly urges the favorable 
passage of HB21-1299, which would establish the Office of Gun Violence Prevention in the 
state of Colorado. 
 
This office would not only coordinate and promote efforts to reduce gun violence, but would also 
help to ensure education of the general public on state and federal laws and existing resources 
related to gun violence prevention. Further, it would help to establish and administer a grant 
program to fund initiatives focused on interrupting cycles of gun violence through evidence-based 
programs. Together, these concerted efforts will save lives in Colorado.   
 

 
1 Colorado Ceasefire, “Statistics: Gun Violence in Colorado,” https://www.coloradoceasefire.org/. 



Supporting Education on Gun Violence Prevention Policies, Processes and Resources 
 
Widespread education on the gun violence prevention policies, processes, and resources in 
Colorado is key to their effectiveness and to saving lives. Many Colorado communities are at 
unique risk for gun violence, yet do not have the resources or tools to prevent it. It is similarly 
important to ensure that gun owners have the information necessary to ensure that they are 
complying with all state and federal laws.  
 
HB21-1299 will create fuller public awareness of gun violence laws and resources for prevention 
through various means and media, using culturally competent methods to make sure all state 
residents can have access to life-saving information. The importance of public education and 
awareness on these policies like Extreme Risk  and safe storage laws, alongside how to access 
mental health and substance abuse resources, cannot be overstated. 
 
As just one example, Colorado’s Extreme Risk Protection Order (ERPO) law holds an immense 
amount of promise but is not currently being implemented to its fullest potential. Extreme risk 
laws are evidence-based gun violence prevention tools that have proven to be effective2 across the 
country since they can address numerous forms of gun violence before that violence occurs. They 
work by allowing law enforcement or a family member to petition before a civil court to 
temporarily remove firearms from a person in crisis who is threatening to harm themselves or 
others.  
 
Here are just a few examples of how ERPOs were used in Colorado in 2020: 

● A Denver man’s guns were removed after he plotted to kill state Attorney General Phil 
Weiser and threatened many other public officials;3  

● A woman in Arapahoe County petitioned for an ERPO for her husband after he threatened 
to harm himself and purchased a firearm on multiple occasions. Both the husband and wife 
credit Colorado’s ERPO law with saving his life;4  

● Douglas County sheriffs removed 59 guns and 50,000 rounds of ammunition from the 
home of a man who was experiencing delusions and threatened violence against himself 
and numerous other people;5 

 
2 Jeffrey W. Swanson et al., Criminal Justice and Suicide Outcomes with Indiana’s Risk-Based Gun Seizure Law, 47 
J. AM. ACAD. PSYCHIATRY & L. 1 (2019); Jeffrey W. Swanson et al., Implementation and Effectiveness of 
Connecticut’s Risk-Based Gun Removal Law: Does it Prevent Suicides, 80 L. & CONTEMP. PROBS. 179 (2017). 
3 Marshall Zelinger, Year 1 of Colorado's red flag gun control law, by the numbers, 9 News (Jan. 5, 2021), 
https://www.9news.com/article/news/local/next/colorados-red-flag-gun-control-law-by-the-numbers-2020/73-
787ac25f-98a9-4073-b9fe-5cef8b75d41b.  
4 Elise Schmelzer and Shelly Bradbury, Colorado’s red flag law is one year old. Here’s who’s using the law to 
confiscate guns — and why., The Denver Post, (Jan. 10, 2021), https://www.denverpost.com/2021/01/10/red-flag-
law-colorado-first-year-2020-stats/.  
5 Id.  



● A young Boulder man was prohibited from buying firearms thanks to an ERPO law after 
he posted online that he wanted to buy an AR-15 and kill women at a sorority house.6 

 
It is evident that ERPOs are important in empowering communities to promote public safety and 
prevent numerous forms of deadly tragedies - suicide, interpersonal violence, and mass shootings 
alike. Already in Colorado, this law has likely saved numerous lives. This law will help to ensure 
that all potential petitioners (and key community members who they interact with) are 
knowledgeable about the process and can bring an order before the court if necessary. The current 
ERPO process may not be well known or understood by some Coloradans, whether due to the fact 
that it’s relatively new, or simply because the procedure may be intimidating to an individual 
without prior experience in court procedures. By providing education and awareness, this bill can 
normalize the steps and procedures and make them accessible to all. HB21-1299 will work to make 
this happen. 
 
This is just one example of the type of education campaign and resource this bill would create. 
The Colorado legislature passed two critical pieces of gun violence legislation this session, both 
of which were signed into law by Governor Polis on April 19, 2021, and both of which will need 
a robust education campaign to be effective. HB 1106 and SB 78 create new regulations for how 
firearms must be stored in homes with minors, and create a requirement for gun owners to report 
lost and stolen firearms to law enforcement, respectively. It is critical that firearms owners are 
aware of the components and requirements enshrined in each of these laws to ensure that they are 
working to their full potential. Having an office of gun violence prevention to craft and disseminate 
information to a variety of constituencies to educate the general public will play a critical role in 
reducing preventable firearms injuries and deaths throughout the state of Colorado.  
 
By working in tandem with other agencies, educational institutions, healthcare providers, law 
enforcement, and violence prevention organizations, the proposed Office of Gun Violence 
Prevention can optimize the best available tools, data, and policies to educate the public on best 
practices and methods of public safety. 
 
Administration & Funding for Violence Prevention Programs 
 
The repercussions and lasting physical and mental impacts of gun violence in communities across 
Colorado cannot continue to go unchecked. Though not all communities are affected equally:7 gun 
homicide rates for Hispanic Americans is more than double that of their white peers, and Black 
Americans are more than 11 times more likely than white Americans to die by gun homicides. 
Consequences of everyday gun violence in these communities stretch well beyond the victims of 

 
6 Id.  
7 The largest share of these deaths occur in urban communities - 80 percent of gun homicides occur in such areas.  
CDC’s National Center for Injury Prevention and Control’s Web-based Injury Statistics Query and Reporting 
System, cdc.gov/injury/wisqars/fatal.html. 



gun violence themselves. The pervasive nature of gun violence produces collective trauma8 and 
communities disproportionately impacted by gun violence also bear numerous societal costs: 
depressed property values; lower rates of home ownership; fewer new retail and service 
businesses; diminished economic opportunities, such as prospects for career advancement; and 
lack of access to health care, healthy food, and social opportunities.9  
 
One method to address community violence is through violence intervention & prevention 
programs that intervene to break cycles of violence in communities and address pressing needs of 
those who have been directly impacted by gun violence. They provide trauma-informed support 
and  strengthen social relief systems by increasing opportunities for youth mentorship and 
employment, building healthy relationship support for families, and providing public spaces and 
infrastructure development for communal activities, thus preventing further instances of violence. 
These programs are on the frontlines of mitigating the gun violence epidemic in some of the 
nation’s most disproportionately-impacted neighborhoods, but they need more resources and 
funding to scale their efforts and serve those who are most affected by gun violence on a daily 
basis.  
 
HB21-1299 directs the office to identify and support the most effective community-based 
initiatives that use evidence-based strategies and focus on communities identified as having the 
highest risk of perpetrating or being victimized by gun violence in the near future. The office may 
then award grants to the programs identified to support their efforts to break cycles of violence 
and identify those at highest risk for gun violence victimization or perpetration to address unmet 
social needs. By funding these programs and directly addressing root causes of gun violence, this 
bill can combat the dire threat of pervasive firearm violence in communities. 
 
Conclusion 
 
The Office of Gun Violence Prevention would educate the public about gun violence laws and 
solutions, create and coordinate a grant program for community violence intervention programs, 
and work in close concert with private and public sectors to implement state firearms laws with 
varied constituencies. The complex nature of the gun violence epidemic requires coordinated and 
effective solutions. For these reasons, Brady joins in calling for the establishment of the Office 
of Gun Violence Prevention in Colorado by passing HB 21-1299. 

 
8 THOMAS ABT, BLEEDING OUT: THE DEVASTATING CONSEQUENCES OF URBAN VIOLENCE: A BOLD NEW PLAN FOR 
PEACE IN THE STREETS (2019) 
9 Hugh Richard Waters, Ph.D., et al., The Costs of Interpersonal Violence  – An International Review, 73 HEALTH 
POL. 303 (2004).  
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Barbara Niederhoff 

For 

Moms Demand Action for 

Gun Sense in America 

Dear Senator Gonzales and members of the Committee, 

My name is Barbara Niederhoff, I live in Aurora, and I’m a volunteer 

with the Colorado chapter of Moms Demand Action for Gun Sense in 

America. 

I grew up the oldest of 5, helping raise my younger siblings in the 

economic quagmire of the 1970s, and later became a stay at home mom 

of 3, making sure my family could stay afloat in an uncertain world. 

Fiscal responsibility is my daily life. Every penny has a purpose. Often 

the best purpose is proactive: paying for regular car maintenance keeps 

us from shelling out for catastrophic repairs. 

With that in mind, I want to draw your attention to some outrageous 

and avoidable costs our government is shelling out for. Coloradans are 

now paying an estimated 170 million tax dollars per year in response to 

gun violence. This reflects taxpayer expense only – it does not include 

the much larger costs to families and society in general. 

This 170 million dollars includes first responders, investigations, 

prosecution and other court-related costs, and huge amounts for 

incarceration. We are also losing tax revenue for every Coloradan unable 

to earn or spend due to incarceration, or major injury, or death. 

We now have the opportunity to cut these enormous, reactive costs with 

a very small, proactive investment in the Office of Gun Violence 

Prevention. By supporting proven, community-based violence 

intervention programming and bringing the focus to education, 

intervention, and other proactive measures to prevent gun violence, we 

will see major cost savings. Preventing even a fraction of gun violence 

incidents will more than pay for this office. 

We all want to lessen death and suffering. We also want the wisest use 

of our tax dollars. Vote yes on the Office of Gun Violence Prevention 

and we will accomplish both. 

Thank you very much for your attention. 

Kay  Harmsen  

For 

Self 

Greetings. I support the development of a research body to curtail gun 

violence in Boulder County and the State of Colorado. As long time 

resident of Boulder (21 years) with two college-age sons, we say, enough 

is enough. This must stop. Establishing a gun violence research entity to 

to lend hope and safety to our community is paramount. We must 

eliminate egregious acts of senseless killing, Our communities must 

participate and take action.  

I support this bill, thank you for all you are doing to support keeping 

our community safe.  

Kay Harmsen 

Nicole LiaBraaten 

For 

Dear Chair Gonzales and Committee, 
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Moms Demand Action I am writing today in support of the creation of an Office of Gun 

Violence Prevention. 

 

I believe that the Colorado legislature has done a good job leading on 

gun safety and passing common sense bills in the last few years. 

However, we hear frequently that in order for these legislative tools to 

be effective, the public and other stakeholders must be educated about 

them. 

 

We know that families are often the first to be aware that a loved one 

could be at risk of harming themselves and access to a firearm increases 

the risk of dying by suicide by three times. Additionally, for American 

children aged 1-19 firearms are the leading cause of death. We need 

to know and understand the specific risks these weapons pose to our 

youth and do more to help them achieve their dreams and contribute to 

Colorado’s future. Gun violence looks different across the state, and we 

know that the risk to Colorado’s black and brown children in Denver 

vs. white children in Greely is quite different. 

 

An Office of Gun Violence Prevention will be able to collect data from 

our various Colorado communities and create targeted responses 

through education. 

 

One of the exciting aspects of the bill is the 

opportunity for community groups who work in gun violence 

prevention programs to get the support they so desperately need to 

have more reach and impact. An Office of Gun Violence Prevention can 

assess the risks, offer different responses and leverage the community 

groups 

who are on the ground and already making a difference in this arena. 

 

We can all agree that creating safer communities, free from gun violence, 

is an important action 

to take. Utilizing an Office of Gun Violence Prevention will help 

Colorado tackle the public safety response that best protects our varied 

communities from the varied forms of gun violence that are all 

deserving of attention. 

 

Thank you for your thoughtful consideration. 

Sincerely, 

Nicole LiaBraaten 

Volunteer Lead Boulder Group 

Moms Demand Action 

Anne Becher 

For 

Self 

I am writing to express my support for HB21-1299, to create an office of 

Gun Violence Protection. Like many other Boulder and Colorado 

residents in the wake of the tragic shooting at Boulder’s Table Mesa 

King Soopers, I recommitted myself to learning more about gun violence 

and working against it. From what I have learned, the solution will 
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come in the form of multiple intertwined approaches, among them 

limitations on gun purchases, limitations on the types of guns and 

accessories available, attention to those who have histories of violent 

behavior, and public education on the issue. With its focus on education, 

research and support, HB21-1299 seems like a critical component of the 

suite of gun violence prevention bills that are currently being considered 

by the Colorado legislature. The Denver Post’s May 8 article on this 

topic (https://www.denverpost.com/2021/05/08/gun-policy-laws-

colorado-boulder-federal-research/) cites experts who understand the 

importance of research on the complex topic of gun violence and safety 

and express hope that this bill will pass. I hope you will vote in favor of 

HB21-1299; it is a potent complement to its companion bills to close gun 

purchase loopholes (HB21-1298) and give localities the ability to adopt 

gun laws that fit their particular needs (SB21-256). 

 




