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I   am   a   30-year   resident   of   Boulder.    When   I   first   moved   to   the   city,   I   lived   in   the   Table   Mesa   
neighborhood   near   King   Soopers   and   shopped   there   at   least   a   couple   of   times   a   week.   
Although   I   was   not   there   on   March   22,   I   could   have   been   if   my   daily   routine   happened   to   be   a   
little   different   that   day.    Even   before   this   mass   shooting,   I   frequently   worried   that   I   or   a   loved   one   
would   be   directly   affected   by   gun   violence    Now   grief   has   been   added   to   my   fear   as   I   mourn   for   
the   10   people   who   lost   their   lives.   To   say   that   this   mass   murder   has   had   an   absolutely   
devastating   impact   on   our   community   is   an   understatement.     
  

Columbine.   The   Aurora   Theater.   Planned   Parenthood.   STEM   School.    And   now   King   Soopers.   
A   2019   Denver   Post   analysis   concluded   that   Colorado   has   had   more   mass   shootings   per   capita   
than   all   but   4   other   states   and   the   District   of   Columbia. 1     And   mass   shootings   are   just   a   small   
percentage   of   overall   gun   deaths.   Whenever   these   horrific   incidents   occur   we   ask   ourselves,   
why   does   this   continue   to   happen   in   our   beautiful   state?    And   more   importantly,   what   can   we   do   
to   prevent   it   from   happening   again?   
  

I   agree   with   those   who   argue   that   we   should   treat   gun   violence   as   a   public   health   issue   and   
research   its   causes   as   well   as   effective   responses.   These   responses   could   be   as   varied   as   
common-sense   restrictions   on   gun   purchases   to   greening   vacant   spaces. 2     Research   into   gun  
violence   prevention   at   the   federal   level   was   stymied   for   years   due   to   the   1996   “Dickey   
Amendment”    which   barred   the   CDC    from   spending   money   to   advocate   or   promote   gun   control.   
Now   we   must   act   quickly   to   catch   up.   While   $25   million   was   recently   allocated   to   federal   
agencies   to   study   gun   violence,   this   is   a   pittance   compared   to   the   magnitude   of   the   problem:   
approximately   800   gun   deaths   per   year   in   Colorado   (close   to   40,000   nationwide)   with   an   
estimated   annual   cost   of   $5.6   billion   in   Colorado   ($280   billion   nationwide). 3   
  

HB21-1299,   which   would   create   an   Office   of   Gun   Violence   Prevention   (OGVP)   within   the   
Department   of   Public   Health   and   Environment,   will   ensure   that   Colorado-specific   research   is   
targeted   and   shared.   One   of   the   OGVP’s   stated   purposes   is   to   “Promote   research   regarding   
causes   of,   and   evidence-based   responses   to,   gun   violence.”     Among   its   specific   duties   are  
assisting   researchers   seeking   information   about   gun   violence   in   Colorado,   collaborating   with   
gun   violence   prevention   researchers   on   certain   topics,   and   promoting   new   and   relevant   gun   
violence   prevention   research   and   making   it   accessible   to   researchers   and   the   public.     
  

Let’s   make   sure   we   are   relying   on   the   best   available   research   and   data   to   address   gun   violence   
in   Colorado.    I   urge   you   to   vote   “yes”   on   HB21-1299   and   to   fully   fund   the   OGVP   so   it   can   carry   
out   its   duties   effectively.   

1  https://www.denverpost.com/2019/05/12/denver-colorado-school-shootings/   
2  See   https://www.nytimes.com/2021/03/27/us/politics/gun-violence-research-cdc.html   
3   https://everystat.org/#cost ;   https://everystat.org/#Colorado   
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