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FACT SHEET- SB 21-026 RESTORATION OF HONOR ACT 

 

BOTTOM LINE: This bill provides some state veterans benefits to those 

who served in the military but were discharged in a manner other than 

honorable (not including dishonorable) due to their sexual orientation 

or gender identity that limits their access to state veterans benefits.  

 

What does this bill do?  

This bill establishes a “discharged LGBT veteran” status for the purposes of Colorado law.  It 

creates a process for those prior service members who were discharged as described above to 

have their discharge reviewed by the Colorado Board of Veterans Affairs for the purposes of 

being awarded discharged LGBT veteran status in the State of Colorado.  Thereby allowing 

those veterans access to some state veterans benefits. Those impacted by this bill will have 

likely have been discharged before December 1993, the era of “Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell.”   
 

What does this bill NOT do?  

This bill does not provide a discharged LGBT veteran with access to federal benefits, nor does it 

provide access to state benefits that are tied to a federal VA disability rating percentage.  This 

bill does not change a veteran’s federal discharge status, nor will the Board of Veterans Affairs 

consider or have the ability to change the status of those veterans who were discharged 

dishonorably. 
 

What benefits will a discharged LGBT veteran gain access to? 

 May be awarded a high school diploma (CRS 22-32-132) 

 Can receive a Teach Colorado grant (CRS 23-3.3-902) 

 Eligible for in-state tuition (CRS 23-7.4-203) 

 May be buried at the Homelake military veterans cemetery (CRS 26-12-205) 

 May be interred by a county (CRS 28-5-502)  

 May be buried in a state purchased veterans subdivision in a cemetery (CRS 28-5-505) 

 May be appointed as a county veterans service officer (CRS 28-5-802) 

 Must receive preference on the municipal firefighters’ civil service exam (CRS 31-30-

210) 

 May purchase up to five years of military service credit in a municipal fire department or 

police department pension plan (CRS 31-31-410) 

 May test out of a hunter safety course (CRS 33-6-107) 

 Access to some military/veterans license plates (CRS 42-3-213) 
 

Is there a fiscal note to this bill? 

The fiscal impact will be released when the bill is public, but based on what we know at this 

point, the fiscal impact would be indeterminate, and based on how many individuals apply and 

which benefits are sought.   






