
Good afternoon members of the Senate Judiciary Committee, 

I am writing you today to share Colorado Counties Inc position on SB21-071 Limit The Detention of 

Juveniles. 

SB21-071 recognizes and is in response to two realities: 1.) a decrease number of youth in the Division of 

Youth Services (DYS) due to the pandemic and a desire to limit the risk of spread in DYS facilities and 2.) 

poor restorative outcomes for children and youth who are placed by judges into DYS. 

The focus of counties in this discussion lies in this question: “where will these youth go?”. In many 

instances, it is not safe for a youth to return home. So, if they cannot go home and there is not room for 

these kids in a detention center because the cap has been reached, where will they go and how will they 

receive the treatments they need to get back on track?  

Colorado has never invested and does not have a ‘middle’ step. And, in the absence of an appropriate 

‘middle’ step, these youth will end up in the child welfare system and will likely be placed either in a 

foster home or congregate care setting, both of which are in short supply in Colorado. Without 

meaningful programs, placement alternatives and capacity, these youth will not receive the supports 

they need. They will be shifted into the child welfare system - a system that lacks the capacity to meet 

their needs and is currently under federal pressure to reduce the number of kids in certain care settings.  

The above explains why CCI took an initial position of ‘oppose unless amended’.  

For the last several weeks, however, we have been working with the ACLU and Sen. Buckner to discuss 

the interaction this singular policy change will have on the child welfare system.  This afternoon, an 

amendment will be offered that adds a study component to SB21-071. This addition is critical to 

understanding the extent of the DYS to child welfare shift, the resource needs driven by this shift and, 

most importantly, the outcomes for juvenile offenders and the additional supports they will 

undoubtedly need. Please support this amendment.  

The appropriate bed cap levels are also a point of debate. As of this writing, counties are inclined to 

follow the lead of CDHS regarding the appropriate bed cap level.  

County commissioners will reconvene roughly 24 hours after your hearing. At that point, we will revisit 

our position considering the amendments adopted in committee.  

In the meantime, we urge you to adopt L.001 which is the ‘study’ amendment. 

Thank you for your consideration, 

Kyley Burress 

Legislative and Policy Advocate, CCI 
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Chairperson Lee and distinguished members of the Committee; my name is Ingrid Moore, from 
Longmont. I’m a concerned citizen writing on my own behalf in support of Senate Bill 21-071. 
 
I strongly support this bill and urge you to vote Yes.  
 
First, I confess that I am not a social services professional. However, as a mother and human 
being concerned with the emotional and mental health crises facing our youth, I favor the 
provisions of this bill.  
 
The ongoing pandemic has revealed so many social and economic inequities in our society that 
must be addressed. Treating juveniles, many of whom just made bad decisions, as hardened 
adult criminals will not solve anything. Requiring cash bail in order to avoid detention with adult 
criminals is also unconscionable. This bill will be a positive step toward rehabilitation and/or 
deferral from delinquency.  
 
Please vote YES on this important legislation.  
 
Thank you for your time and attention. 
 
Ingrid Moore 
Longmont, Colorado 
11 March, 2021 


