
 

 
 
 

HB21-1072 CONCERNING EQUAL ACCESS TO SERVICES RELATED TO OUT-OF-HOME 
PLACEMENTS 

 
Madame Chair and members of the committee,  

 My name is Meghan Baker, and I am a staff attorney at Disability Law Colorado.  As the 
Protection and Advocacy agency for the state of Colorado, charged with protecting the rights of 
people with disabilities across our state, Disability Law Colorado (DLC) supports HB21-1072.  This 
legislation benefits not only the service providers, such as potential foster, adoption and kinship 
providers, but also system-involved youth and ultimately, the state. 

 First, this bill creates broad protections against discrimination when it comes to selecting 
service providers related to out of home placement of youth.  These protections explicitly include 
“a real or perceived disability.”  We now know that implicit bias, as much as outright 
discrimination, play a role in how we navigate the world around us.  Individuals and systems often 
have implicit biases when it comes to people with disabilities.  This is especially true when it 
comes to individuals serving as potential parents or caregivers, be it biological, foster, adoptive or 
kinship. 

 For example, I have heard parents who are blind or visually impaired describe ways in 
which their disabilities have been used to argue that they cannot be good parents or provide 
sufficient care for their children, which is simply not true.  Similarly, adults with mental illness 
may be perceived as less-than-capable of caring for others.  People with physical disabilities who 
may use a wheelchair may be perceived as unable to provide transportation for their children.  
These are just a few examples of how biases against people with disabilities may come into play in 
this context.  People with disabilities are resilient and resourceful—they have learned how to 
successfully navigate life without some of the benefits and privileges that many of us have, and 
they can also navigate parenting. 

 In addition, inclusion of people with disabilities as service providers for youth in out of 
home placements benefits youth by maximizing the availability of lower-level, family or family-
like placements.  In doing so, we can work to meet the state’s goal of reducing reliance on 
congregate care and avoid funneling youth with disabilities into our juvenile justice system, 
residential placements, and other settings that lead to demonstrably worse outcomes for these 
youth.  Colorado has a severe shortage of foster homes and other home-like settings, and people 
with disabilities should not be excluded from providing a safe and loving home for a young person 
simply because they have a disability.  Similarly, the child welfare system relies heavily on kinship 
placements and needs to continue increasing its use of these resources.  These kinship providers 
often include older relatives such as grandparents, who may be more likely to have disabilities.  
Accommodations can be made to meet the needs of families and caregivers with disabilities, but 
accommodations cannot be made to create family ties, so preserving these placements wherever 
possible is critical to positive youth development.  Finally, we know that youth with disabilities 
are overrepresented in the child welfare and juvenile justice systems.  By facilitating placement 

Attachment K



with parents and caregivers with disabilities, we can provide these youth with role models and 
living examples of how people with disabilities can lead successful and rewarding lives. 

 Lastly, ensuring inclusion of people with disabilities as service providers for out-of-home 
placements ultimately saves the state money.  Foster and kinship placements typically cost the 
state much less than residential placements.  These placements will also be central to the state’s 
compliance and federal reimbursement when the Families First Prevention Services Act is 
implemented soon. 

Historically, youth have lingered unnecessarily in residential and other congregate care 
settings, as well as detention facilities, due simply to a lack of sufficient lower-level placements in 
which to place them.  This not only costs the state and counties more up front, but it also leads to 
worse outcomes for youth, thereby increasing the likely cost to the state later when these youth 
experience issues like homelessness, incarceration, addiction and untreated mental health issues. 

For all these reasons, DLC supports HB21-1072 and asks you to vote “yes” to advance this 
important legislation. 

 Respectfully submitted, 
 
 

Meghan Baker, JD, MSW 
Facilities Team Leader 
Disability Law Colorado 
(303)722-0300  
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