


March 7, 2021  
 
My husband and I own a small grocery store in the San Luis Valley. Our store is the only full-service 
grocery store in town. We also have a large influx of tourists during the summer months that bring a lot 
of business into our small mountain community. Nationally independent grocery stores net 2-3%. With 
razor thin margins in our business, credit card fees have been out of control through the past few years 
and with the increased usage of cards, our margins have even gotten thinner. Credit card companies 
have been very difficult for independent stores to negotiate competitive rates compared to big chain 
stores.  
 
Therefore, we feel that it is time to pass this legislation so small businesses like ours can survive.   
 
Respectfully,  
Dana Sowards 


