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May 2, 2022 

 
House Public & Behavioral Health & Human Services Committee 
Colorado General Assembly 
 
RE: Support SB22-211 – Repurpose the Ridge View Campus 
 
Dear Members of the House Public & Behavioral Health & Human Services Committee: 
 
My name is Kathy Smith, and I am a member of the League of Women Voters of Colorado’s 
Legislative Action Committee.  I am writing in support of SB22-211, on behalf of the 
League’s Legislative Action Committee. 
 
The League is a nonpartisan organization that encourages informed and active participation in 
government and influences public policy through education and advocacy.  Our membership 
spans the state of Colorado with 19 local leagues operating in several regions of the state.  
The League supports programs and policies to prevent or reduce poverty and to promote self-
sufficiency for individuals and families, and access to safe and stable housing for people with 
behavioral health challenges including those who are chronically homeless. 
 
Colorado's chronically sheltered homeless population grew by 266% between 2007 and 2021, 
which is more than any other state, according to a report from the U.S. Department of Housing 
and Urban Development.  Colorado’s homelessness crisis has worsened during the pandemic.  
First-time homelessness in metro Denver doubled in 2021 over 2020 according to the State of 
Homelessness report by Metro Denver Homeless Initiative (MDHI).  Black, Indigenous, and 
people of color were overrepresented in the numbers compared to White people. 
 
The Ridge View Supportive Residential Community is modeled after the Fort Lyon Supportive 
Residential Community in Las Animas that opened in 2013.  Individuals who are chronically 
homeless are often the highest users of community services (e.g., emergency, in-patient and 
out-patient physical and behavioral health care, and social services).  The Fort Lyon 2018 
Evaluation report states that “The average total costs per Fort Lyon Program participant 
decreased by 33 percent from pre-enrollment in the Fort Lyon Program to post-enrollment for 
participants who had 1-year of post-enrollment data and who received Medicaid both pre- and 
post-enrollment.  Results show decreases of 9 percent for physical health care, 34 percent for 
behavioral health care, 80 percent for the judicial system (i.e., incarceration, probation, and 
jail), and 65 percent for shelters and vouchers.”  In considering the ongoing operational costs 
of the proposed Ridge View Supportive Residential Community, it is important to consider the 
broad potential cost savings and the societal benefits. 
 

https://www.huduser.gov/portal/sites/default/files/pdf/2021-AHAR-Part-1.pdf
https://www.huduser.gov/portal/sites/default/files/pdf/2021-AHAR-Part-1.pdf
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https://leg.colorado.gov/audits/evaluation-fort-lyon-supportive-residential-community-final-report
https://leg.colorado.gov/audits/evaluation-fort-lyon-supportive-residential-community-final-report


We urge the committee members to vote YES on SB22-211.  Thank you for your consideration 
of this important bill. 
 
Respectfully, 
Kathy Smith, Volunteer Lobbyist 
League of Women Voters of Colorado Legislative Action Committee 
1410 Grant Street, Suite B-204 
Denver, CO 80203 
303-863-0437 
 
 


