


 

 

 

House State, Civic, Military, & Veterans Affairs members:  

Thank you for the opportunity to submit testimony on SB22-150, a bill that takes a needed 

step toward recognizing and addressing the violence committed against Indigenous 

communities in Colorado. 

The centuries of historical trauma experienced by Indigenous communities in the United 

States are tied to high rates of violence, including domestic violence, committed against 

Indigenous people. The research we have about the problem demands a community-specific 

response: 

• More than 84% of American Indian and Alaska Native women and 81.6% of AI/AN 

men have experienced violence in their lifetime 

• 55.5% of AI/AN women have experienced physical violence from an intimate partner, 

and 66% have experienced psychological abuse 

• 73% of Indigenous respondents to the 2015 U.S. Transgender Survey had 

experienced domestic violence  

Domestic violence is already spoken of by advocates as its own pandemic, and Indigenous 

women are 2.5 times more likely to be assaulted than other women. Homicide is the third 

leading cause of death for Indigenous women. Almost half of these women are murdered by 

an intimate partner, and many are harmed by partners who are not Indigenous. The LGBTQ 

and Two-Spirit community face even higher rates of domestic and sexual violence. 

Relying on existing resources to meet the specific needs of Indigenous communities in 

Colorado is insufficient. SB22-150 will improve data collection, training, responses to cases, 

and more. Colorado must address the normalization of violence against Indigenous 

communities. Thank you for taking the time to review our testimony, and please vote yes on 

SB22-150. 

 

Amelia Lobo 

Public Policy Specialist 

Violence Free Colorado 
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https://www.niwrc.org/sites/default/files/images/resource/niwrc_fact_sheet_violence_against_native_women_men.pdf
https://transequality.org/sites/default/files/docs/usts/USTS-Full-Report-Dec17.pdf
https://www.niwrc.org/sites/default/files/files/magazine/restoration.18.4.pdf
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