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Main Points 
In Support of 

HB 22-1302
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• Improves health, improves the experience of care for patients, and 
healthcare team, and reduces costs

BH Integration is right thing to do

• Financial resources and technical assistance (TA) 

The bill addresses two key elements needed achieve 
Behavioral Health Integration

• Colorado Health Extension System

• Practice Transformation Organizations

• Regional Health Connectors  

Colorado is “shovel ready” to provide the TA support 

Payment Reform is also needed to provide 
sustainability.    HB22-1325



Behavioral 
Health 
Integration is 
the right thing 
to do 
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Improves health 

Improves experience of care for  patient and healthcare 
team

Reduces costs 
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RTI Report:

SIM
National 
Evaluation 
Report
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Colorado Health 
Extension 
System

CHES 

Community Care Alliance

Colorado Access 
Colorado Children's Health Access 
Program (CCHAP)
Colorado Community Health Network 
( CCHN) 
Colorado Community Managed Care 
Network  (CCMCN)

Centura/Colorado Health 
Neighborhood 

Colorado Rural Health Center

Colorado Regional Health Information 
Organization  (CORHIO)

Denver Health

HealthTeamWorks  

High Plains Research Network

John Snow, Inc (JSI)

Medical Advantage 

Pediatric Care Network 

Physician Health Partners / Colorado 
Community Health Alliance 

Quality Health Network (QHN)

Rocky Mtn Health Plan

Telligen

Texas Medical Foundation
UC Health 



Regional Health 
Connectors



Practice Transformation 
to achieve Behavioral 
Health integration takes 
resources

 Financial Resources needed
 Invest time to reorganize  care delivery model

 Invest in staff training 

 Invest in Electronic Health Record modifications

 Invest in physical space reconfiguring 

 Financial support is provided in HB22-1302



Practice Transformation 
to achieve Behavioral 
Health integration takes 
resources

Technical Assistance Needed
 Revise roles and responsibilities

 Develop efficient and effective new workflows

 Use data to inform care 

 Learn to code and bill to sustain BH Integration

 Understand complexities of sharing data among physical, behavioral health and 
substance use providers 

 Technical Assistance is provided by HB 22-1302 



Colorado 
Health 
Extension 
System
is Prepared to 
Support 
Integration 

Practice Transformation 
Organizations are trained and ready

Regional Health Connectors are in 
place  to support community 
collaboration to address social needs



Payment 
Reform is 
needed for 
sustainability

HB-22-1325

 HB22-1302 Healthcare Practice Transformation 
IS  excellent use of ARPA one time  funding 
 to train healthcare teams

 To build infrastructure,

 To adopt and enhance  new models of integrated  care

 AND….

HB -22-1325  Primary Care Alternative 
Payment Model 

Necessary to sustain behavioral health integration 





Questions ?? 

Allyson.Gottsman@cuanschutz.edu

303-915-7701 

mailto:Allyson.Gottsman@cuanschutz.edu
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HB22-1302 Health-care Practice Transformation 
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Name, Position, Representing Typed Text of Testimony 

Virginia Gebhart 

For 

Colorado Foundation for 

Universal Health Care 

 

The Colorado Foundation for Universal Health Care supports this bill 

because it will promote normalizing the provision of behavioral health 

services right along with the provision of other medical health services.  

 

Unfortunately, many of us have been socialized to believe that seeking 

behavioral health services is a sign of weakness. If these services were 

offered on a regular basis in the same setting as medical services, we 

might begin to understand that seeking behavioral health services is a 

sign of strength and wisdom. We might be able to prevent the 

heartbreaking behavioral health issues we are experiencing in our 

families now.  

 

As you know, health insurance corporations have never paid for 

behavioral health services on par with medical health services, and they 

never will, even though it's required by law. Only when we have a 

single payer universal health care system, will behavioral health services 

be available on par with medical health services. A SPUHC finance 

system would have righteous incentives to normalize provision of 

behavioral health services as is envisioned by this bill. Good mental 

health enhances good physical health, saving lives and saving money. 

 

Please vote yes to pass this bill as it will be a small step in the right 

direction toward normalizing the provision of behavioral health services 

as a part of comprehensive health care. 

 


