
Douglas and Jefferson Counties 0 acres
Chatfield Reservoir and the Chatfield SFU, in the

southwestern Denver metropolitan area

Action Required

Recommend support for the perpetual water lease for the Chatfield Reservoir Storage Reallocation Project.

Questions and Responses

None.
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Capital Development Committee 
December 2022 —Property Transaction Proposal 

Department of Natural Resources 
Division of Parks and Wildlife 

Action Requested Pursuant to C.R.S. 33-1-105(3)(a) and C.R.S. 33-10-107(2) recommend 
support to the Colorado Parks and Wildlife Commission for the Division 
of Parks and Wildlife’s proposal to lease water. 

  
General Information 
Project Name Chatfield SFU - Centennial Water & Sanitation District - Water Lease 
Number of acres N/A 
Location Chatfield Reservoir and the Chatfield SFU, which are in the southwestern 

Denver metropolitan area near where Jefferson, Douglas, and Arapahoe 
County share a common boundary point near Wadsworth Blvd and C-470. 

County Douglas County and Jefferson County 
  
Costs / Source of Funding 
Purchase Price $0.00  
Annual Monitoring 
and Operation 
Costs 

No annual maintenance and 
operational costs associated with 
the lease. An existing agreement 
requires CPW to cover related 
annual operation and maintenance 
costs on a portion of the storage 
space that this leased water will be 
used to fill. 

Any operation costs will be funded 
from the Wildlife Operations Line 
Item under the Division Operations 
Group in the Long Bill.    

Development 
Costs 

N/A  

* The Division may alter the source of funds for individual acquisitions based on circumstances 
that arise in the time period prior to closing. 

 
Summary of Proposal:  
 
CPW would like to enter into a perpetual water lease with the Centennial Water & Sanitation 
District. The purpose of the lease is to permit the fill and release of water from the 
Environmental Pool in the Chatfield Reservoir Storage Reallocation Project (Reallocation 
Project) when the South Platte River is experiencing low flows. Centennial Water & Sanitation 
District holds the water rights decreed in Case No. 84CW0411, and CPW will lease a portion of 
such water rights to fill, and make releases from, the Chatfield Environmental Pool to benefit the 
South Platte River in accordance with the Reallocation Project agreements. 
 



Water releases will help alleviate low-flow conditions in the South Platte River below the 
Chatfield SFU. This will benefit the fish and wildlife populations along the South Platte River 
with the secondary benefit of aiding the Chatfield SFU water supply. 
 
CPW is working with the CWCB, Chatfield Reservoir and Mitigation Company, US Army 
Corps of Engineers, Centennial Water & Sanitation District, and various other water users to 
implement fish and wildlife mitigation for the Reallocation Project, including the development of 
an Environmental Pool to help alleviate low stream flows in the South Platte River below 
Chatfield Reservoir. Implementing the proposed lease would help achieve the mitigation goals of  
the parties. 
 
 
Attachments: 

• Map 
• Concurrence letter 
• Pictures 
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