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	Bettie  Nunally
For
Self

	April 3, 2022
To the Colorado State Representatives


My name is Bettie Brown Nunally and I am writing to ask your support for the passing of the bill to make Juneteenth a state holiday.

I was born in Mississippi more than 60 years ago. I have marched and protested for the Civil Rights of Black and Brown people and others who are being discriminated against. 

When I lived in Phoenix, Arizona, I marched to make M L King Jr Day a state holiday. In El Paso, I protested when the university I attended would not lower the flag after the assassination of M. L. King Jr. and also against other discriminatory practices. In Colorado, I marched for justice after the murders of Breonna Taylor, Elijah McClain and George Floyd to name a few.

After Opal Lee marched to make Juneteenth a national holiday, I was fortunate enough to be a part of a group in Longmont that sponsored a first-time celebration of the event. That felt great: I felt as though it was finally being nationally acknowledged that our people who were once slaves were ‘declared” to be free and that the United States Government finally perceived Juneteenth as a worthy date that deserved to be celebrated not just by Black people but by all who lived in the USA and other countries. We, descendants of former slaves, always knew that. 

Why must we march and protest to be able to enjoy rights and privileges that others obtain so easily? Juneteenth is more important to Black people/African Americans than July 4th is to us. Juneteenth is the date that our people, the slaves, were “declared” free. Most Americans are not aware that such a date exists even after it became a National Holiday.

It’s time Juneteenth comes out of hiding in the state of Colorado. It is a paid holiday for state employees in some states already. And hundreds of companies give employees the day off. Just putting it on the calendar would draw attention to the day annually, cause people to ask questions. …...and of course, there’s much more. 

Please pass the bill to make it a state holiday making it possible for those who live in this state to learn more about the history of Black people who made such a great contribution to this state and to this country. Let’s all learn and celebrate together.


Thanks for your time,
Bettie Brown Nunally 
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