
To the Colorado Legislators: 
 
I am Janice M. Hotchkiss, age 80, wife of Richard C. Hotchkiss, age 82, married for 60 years with 
no other income except from ranching.  The easements were perfect to keep the ranches in 
agriculture and not subdivided for our heirs.  We were not told the disallowments could 
happen.  The easements were paid and examined by the experts and paid our tax and a few 
years later, the Department of Revenue changed their mind.  They made us feel like criminals 
and the women were rude & would not listen to us.   
 
We spent a lot on Lawyer fees & appraisals ($25,000).  Then we had to pay back $50,000 by 
December 31, 2018 and $148,367.00 by March 30, 2019.  The mental stress and financial strain 
was unreal for us at our age.  Now we have not retirement. 
 
 Billionaire Bill Koch bought ground within a mile from our ranch and paid a lot for his ground 
that he built his Western town on.  This made our comparable high and Mike Nash would not 
use them.  He was definitely for the State.  He had big mistakes on his Appraisal.  The 
Department of Revenue is certainly nothing for the State to be proud of and if we, and all 
landowners are not paid back, I will turn this to the media to investigate it.  TV & newspapers 
would love it. The good thing is we created beautiful open space forever.  Please do the right 
thing and get our money back to us.  Make Colorado Proud.   
 
     Thank you. 
 
     Janice M. Hotchkiss 
     Richard C. Hotchkiss 














































