

House State, Civic, Military, & Veterans Affairs	02/14/2022 01:30 PM
[bookmark: _GoBack]House State, Civic, Military, & Veterans Affairs
02/14/2022 01:30 PM
HB22-1086 The Vote Without Fear Act
Typed Text of Testimony Submitted

	Name, Position, Representing
	Typed Text of Testimony

	Kristen Hirsch
For
Self

	My name is Kristen Hirsch. I live in Littleton, and I support HB22-1086. 

As an Election Judge who worked as the Assistant Poll Manager at a Voter Service and Polling Center for the 2020 General Election, I engaged with hundreds of voters during the 3 weeks we were open to allow for early voting. 

Too many of these voters were angry and confrontational. They were so certain election fraud was occurring that they came to vote in person, during a pandemic, despite having already received, via mail, the exact same paper ballot we could provide them at the VSPC. 

Upon learning that Douglas County was conducting an all-paper ballot election, without the use of electronic voting machines, a large percentage of these voters became verbally abusive. My fellow poll workers and I were subjected to name-calling, accusations of subverting democracy, and (less frequently) to physical intimidation, all of which we did our best to respond to calmly and professionally. It took a toll on us, as both the frequency and intensity of these attacks increased as Election Day approached. 

I was fortunate that my particular assigned early voting center was borrowing space from a recreation center that did not allow anyone on the premises to openly carry a firearm. Had any of the people who flew into a rage when told electronic voting was not available been obviously armed, I would have been afraid for my safety instead of just demoralized by their unfounded accusations. 

HB 1086 will help ensure the safety of poll workers and members of the public alike. Voting has become a hot-button issue. Prohibiting people from openly carrying a firearm when they are near a location with election activities means that someone who becomes angry for whatever reason cannot immediately access a gun. This is a worthwhile restriction to have in place, given the heightened emotions around voting and elections.

In conclusion, I would like to note that I am a gun owner, and I have obtained a concealed carry permit. I support this bill because of my respect for responsible gun ownership. I hope you will, too. Thank you.

	Kathy Kelly
For
Moms Demand Action

	To Chairperson Kennedy and members of the State Military and Civic Affairs committee,
I am Kathy Kelly, a Westminster, Colorado voter, mother, wife and community volunteer with Moms Demand Action. Thank you for the opportunity to address you today.
The United States was founded on several fundamental principles with the right to vote being guaranteed. It is the essence from which our democratic principles are born. The Colorado Constitution also guarantees free and open elections and as such, all citizens deserve to vote in safety without fear of intimidation or harm as they vote at their local polling location or even as they deposit their mail-in ballot at the local drop box. As a community volunteer who has worked the polls as has my husband, this right is essential and needs a firm commitment to protect. I urge you to support HB22-1086 in order to protect Coloradans’ right to vote freely and safely without fear of armed intimidation or coercion. 
Voters, polling workers and volunteers should be protected from those who seek to intimidate them as they conduct their civic duty: voting and processing votes. Election officials, poll workers and election judges should be safe while completing their work and be free from this same intimidation. HB22-1086 will ensure our right to free and fair elections including our safety. 

Colorado has led the country in voter accessibility with our vote by mail program. Let us continue to lead by restricting armed intimidation at the polls. I ask you to vote yes today in committee and support this bill in favor of all Colorado voters.


	Marilyn Hughes
For
Self

	Dear Committee Members,
My name is Marilyn Hughes and I am representing myself. I am writing in support of HB22-1086. This bill shouldn’t be necessary but in the current climate it is. It is a common sense bill which will help voters feel safer and more secure when casting their ballots. Reading the news about the number of people and election workers being harassed and threatened around the polling and counting of ballots is despicable. Our basic liberties are in danger if we cannot “vote without fear”. What is our country becoming when we need a bill like this but … WE DO. Breaking the law if this passes is a misdemeanor but does carry some heavy penalties monetarily. I thank the sponsors for bringing this bill to the committee. Please for the sake of our democracy and to support sane voting opportunities vote Yes on HB22-1086.
Marilyn Hughes


	Keith Emerson
Amend
Self

	My name is Keith Emerson and I am a Colorado resident representing myself. 

I apologize for not attending in person. While not my cause for missing the meeting, there may be fewer “against” this bill in attendance because there have been threats to their safety on this anniversary. I’m sure you’ll hear about that anniversary during the testimony. Further, I hope that you are able to distinguish between apples and oranges. While the anniversary of a school shooting, this bill has absolutely nothing to do with that horror. To those who would use that event for their own purposes, “Honi soit qui mal y pense”. 

As for the “Vote Without Fear Act”, HB22-1086, my understanding is that it stems from a single incident where someone openly carrying a firearm was placing their ballot in a drop box. While I can see that some might view a person carrying openly the same as “electioneering”, the truth is that both Republicans and Democrats own firearms. It is also true that often the person carrying a firearm is doing so out of concern for their own safety. 

While polling locations post signs and are attended, drop boxes are not attended and often do not have signs at the 100 foot radius. It is not necessary to include drop boxes in this bill. In the incident that led to this bill, it would have made voting more difficult for the person carrying the firearm. As we know we shouldn’t be making life harder for people trying to vote! The person would have to likely leave their firearm in their vehicle, creating a potential for theft. Typically unattended, drop boxes normally do not have a line of people waiting to put in their votes. Their inclusion in the bill is not necessary. 

There is also no need for the 100 foot rule around a vote counting location. Those are typically in what I hope would be a locked building. 

Please delete both the drop boxes and the counting locations from this bill.
 
Sincerely, 
Keith Emerson
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