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MEMORANDUM 

TO:  Faye Barnhart and Angela Eicher 

FROM:  Legislative Council Staff  and Office of  Legislative Legal Services 

DATE:  August 31, 2023 

SUBJECT: Proposed initiative measure 2023-2024 #83, concerning equal protection of  

every living child in Colorado 

Section 1-40-105 (1), Colorado Revised Statutes, requires the directors of  the Colorado 

Legislative Council and the Office of  Legislative Legal Services to "review and 

comment" on initiative petitions for proposed laws and amendments to the Colorado 

constitution. We hereby submit our comments to you regarding the appended 

proposed initiative. 

The purpose of  this statutory requirement of  the directors of  Legislative Council and 

the Office of  Legislative Legal Services is to provide comments intended to aid 

proponents in determining the language of  their proposal and to avail the public of  

knowledge of  the contents of  the proposal. Our first objective is to be sure we 

understand your intent and your objective in proposing the amendment. We hope that 

the statements and questions contained in this memorandum will provide a basis for 

discussion and understanding of  the proposal. 

This initiative was submitted with a series of  initiatives including proposed initiatives 

2023-2024 #81, #82, and #84. The comments and questions raised in this 

memorandum will not include comments and questions that were addressed in the 

memoranda for proposed initiatives 2023-2024 #81, #82, and #84, except as necessary 

to fully understand the issues raised by the revised proposed initiative. Comments and 

questions addressed in those other memoranda may also be relevant, and those 

questions and comments are hereby incorporated by reference in this memorandum. 
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Earlier versions of  this proposed initiative, proposed initiatives 2023-2024 #26 and 

2023-2024 #74, were the subject of  memoranda dated March 24, 2023, and July 21, 

2023, respectively, which were discussed at public meetings on March 28, 2023, and 

July 25, 2023, respectively. The substantive and technical comments and questions 

raised in this memorandum will not include comments and questions that were 

addressed at the earlier meetings, except as necessary to fully understand the issues 

raised by the revised proposed initiative. However, the prior comments and questions 

that are not restated here continue to be relevant and are hereby incorporated by 

reference in this memorandum. 

Purpose 

The major purpose of  the proposed amendment to the Colorado Revised Statutes 

appears to be to ensure every living human child enjoys equal protections under the 

law from the moment human life biologically begins at conception, without 

discrimination for age, level of  development, or whether the child has been born. 

Substantive Comments and Questions 

The substance of  the proposed initiative raises the following comments and questions:  

1. What is the single subject of  the proposed initiative? 

2. Section 18-6-901 of  the proposed initiative states that "[e]very living human 

child shall enjoy equal protections under the law…" [emphasis added]. What equal 

protections are covered by the proposed initiative? 

3. The proposed initiative refers to "every living human child." What does "living 

human child" refer to? 
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