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Amendment K: Modify Constitutional 

Election Deadlines 
Placed on the ballot by the legislature • Passes with 55 percent of the vote 

Amendment K proposes amending the Colorado Constitution to: 1 

 make deadlines one week earlier for citizens to submit signatures for initiative 2 
and referendum petitions, and for judges to file declarations of intent to seek 3 
another term; and 4 

 require that the content of ballot measures be published in local newspapers 5 
30 days earlier than under current law. 6 

What Your Vote Means7 

YES 8 

A “yes” vote on Amendment K results in 9 

earlier deadlines for certain election filings 10 

and the publication of ballot measures in 11 

newspapers.12 

NO 13 

A “no” vote on Amendment K maintains 14 
current constitutional deadlines for 15 
election filings and the publication of 16 
ballot measures in newspapers. 17 

Summary and Analysis of Amendment K   18 

How does Amendment K change election filing deadlines? 19 

Amendment K makes certain election filing deadlines one week earlier. Specifically, the 20 
measure moves up the deadline for citizens to submit signatures for initiatives and 21 
referendum petitions and for judges to file a declaration of intent to seek another term, as 22 
outlined below.  23 

Citizen initiatives. In Colorado, citizens can collect signatures and file petitions to propose 24 
changes to state law (initiatives) and to challenge laws passed by the state legislature 25 
(referendum petitions). The deadline to submit both types of petitions is currently three 26 
months before the general election. Amendment K makes the deadline for citizens to file 27 
these petitions one week earlier. 28 

Intent for judges to seek another term. Judges in Colorado are appointed by the 29 
Governor. To serve another term, a judge must be retained by voters. Judges must currently 30 
file a declaration with election officials that they intend to seek another term at least three 31 
months before the general election. Amendment K makes the deadline for judges to file this 32 
form one week earlier. 33 
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How does Amendment K change the publication of ballot measure content in 1 

newspapers? 2 

The nonpartisan staff of the state legislature must publish the title and text of all statewide 3 
ballot measures in newspapers around the state. Currently, this publication must occur at 4 
least 15 days before the election. Amendment K makes the deadline to publish ballot 5 
measure content in newspapers 30 days earlier.  6 

For information on those issue committees that support or oppose the 
measures on the ballot at the November 5, 2024, election, go to the 
Colorado Secretary of State’s elections center web site hyperlink for ballot 
and initiative information: 

https://coloradosos.gov/pubs/elections/Initiatives/InitiativesHome.html 

Argument For Amendment K 7 

1) Election deadlines are tight, especially to send ballots to military and overseas voters. 8 
Amendment K gives election officials more time to format, translate, and review ballots 9 
for accuracy before they are sent to voters. Time for this work is particularly important as 10 
ballots grow longer and more complex. It also ensures that newspapers publish the 11 
content of ballot measures sooner and before voters receive their ballots.  12 

Argument Against Amendment K 13 

1) For some initiatives, Amendment K gives citizens less time to collect signatures and file 14 
petitions. Extra time for election officials should not make it more difficult for citizens 15 
seeking to change state laws. The content of ballot measures is already publicly available 16 
and is often covered by the media. More time for this mandatory publication is 17 
unnecessary. 18 

Fiscal Impact of Amendment K   19 

Local government. By making certain deadlines for election filings earlier, Amendment K 20 
may shift and reduce workload for county clerks and recorders. Staff will have additional 21 
time to format and translate ballots and to program election systems. 22 

State government. Any impacts on state government are minimal. Amendment K may shift 23 
when petition signatures are reviewed for some ballot measures and will shift when ballot 24 
measure information is published in newspapers. It will not impact the associated costs. 25 
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Amendment K 

Modify Constitutional Election Deadlines 

Ballot Title: 1 

Shall there be an amendment to the Colorado constitution concerning the modification of certain deadlines in 2 

connection with specified elections? 3 

Text of Measure: 4 

Be It Resolved by the Senate of the Seventy-fourth General Assembly of the State of Colorado, the House of 5 

Representatives concurring herein: 6 

SECTION 1. At the election held on November 5, 2024, the secretary of state shall submit to the registered electors 7 

of the state the ballot title set forth in section 2 for the following amendments to the state constitution: 8 

In the constitution of the state of Colorado, section 1 of article V, amend (2), (3), and (7.3) as follows: 9 

Section 1. General assembly - initiative and referendum. (2) The first power hereby reserved by the people is 10 

the initiative, and signatures by registered electors in an amount equal to at least five percent of the total number 11 

of votes cast for all candidates for the office of secretary of state at the previous general election shall be 12 

required to propose any measure by petition, and every such petition shall include the full text of the measure so 13 

proposed. Initiative petitions for state legislation and amendments to the constitution, in such form as may be 14 

prescribed pursuant to law, shall be addressed to and filed with the secretary of state at least three months AND 15 

ONE WEEK before the general election at which they are to be voted upon. 16 

(3) The second power hereby reserved is the referendum, and it may be ordered, except as to laws necessary for 17 

the immediate preservation of the public peace, health, or safety, and appropriations for the support and 18 

maintenance of the departments of state and state institutions, against any act or item, section, or part of any act 19 

of the general assembly, either by a petition signed by registered electors in an amount equal to at least five 20 

percent of the total number of votes cast for all candidates for the office of the secretary of state at the previous 21 

general election or by the general assembly. Referendum petitions, in such form as may be prescribed pursuant 22 

to law, shall be addressed to and filed with the secretary of state not more than ninety days EIGHTY-THREE DAYS after 23 

the final adjournment of the session of the general assembly that passed the bill on which the referendum is 24 

demanded. The filing of a referendum petition against any item, section, or part of any act shall not delay the 25 

remainder of the act from becoming operative. 26 

(7.3) Before any election at which the voters of the entire state will vote on any initiated or referred constitutional 27 

amendment or legislation, the nonpartisan research staff of the general assembly shall cause to be published the 28 

text and title of every such measure. Such publication shall be made at least one time in at least one legal 29 

publication of general circulation in each county of the state and shall be made at least fifteen days prior to the 30 

final date of voter registration for FORTY-FIVE DAYS BEFORE the election. The form and manner of publication shall be 31 

as prescribed by law and shall ensure a reasonable opportunity for the voters statewide to become informed 32 

about the text and title of each measure. 33 

In the constitution of the state of Colorado, amend section 25 of article VI as follows: 34 

Section 25. Election of justices and judges. A justice of the supreme court or a judge of any other court of 35 

record, who shall desire to retain his THE JUSTICE'S OR JUDGE'S judicial office for another term after the expiration of 36 

his THE JUSTICE'S OR JUDGE'S then term of office shall file with the secretary of state, not more than six months AND 37 

ONE WEEK nor less than three months AND ONE WEEK prior to the general election next prior to the expiration of his 38 

THE JUSTICE'S OR JUDGE'S then term of office, a declaration of his THE JUSTICE'S OR JUDGE'S intent to run for another term. 39 

Failure to file such a declaration within the time specified shall create CREATES a vacancy in that office at the end of 40 



 

his THE JUSTICE'S OR JUDGE'S then term of office. Upon the filing of such a declaration, a question shall be placed on 41 

the appropriate ballot at such general election, as follows: 42 

"Shall Justice (Judge) .... of the Supreme (or other) Court be retained in office? YES/..../NO/…./." If a majority of those 43 

voting on the question vote "Yes", the justice or judge is thereupon elected to a succeeding full term. If a majority 44 

of those voting on the question vote "No", this will cause a vacancy to exist in that office at the end of his then 45 

present term of office. 46 

In the case of a justice of the supreme court or any intermediate appellate court, the electors of the state at large; 47 

in the case of a judge of a district court, the electors of that judicial district; and in the case of a judge of the county 48 

court or other court of record, the electors of that county; shall vote on the question of retention in office of the 49 

justice or judge. 50 

SECTION 2. Each elector voting at the election may cast a vote either "Yes/For" or "No/Against" on the following 51 

ballot title: "Shall there be an amendment to the Colorado constitution concerning the modification of certain 52 

deadlines in connection with specified elections?" 53 

SECTION 3. Except as otherwise provided in section 1-40-123, Colorado Revised Statutes, if at least fifty-five 54 

percent of the electors voting on the ballot title vote "Yes/For", then the amendment will become part of the state 55 

constitution. 56 
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