
Colorado State Board of Parole

Ensuring public safety through the critical evaluation 
of each inmate’s potential to reintegrate into society.
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Mandatory vs. Discretionary Parole
• Discretionary Parole may be granted prior to an inmate’s Mandatory 

Parole Date (MRD) by the Parole Board.

• Separate from the Parole Board, the CDOC may:
• Refer someone to Community Corrections
• Place someone on ISP-I

• ISP-Inmate Status vs. ISP-Parole

• Mandatory Parole Releases are automatic; however, the parole 
board members set conditions of parole for these inmates.



• In Fiscal Year 2020 the Board conducted 17,111 application 
hearings. 

• Each parole board member’s agenda, depending on location, 
can have anywhere from 10-20 individual hearings.

• Application hearings are conducted in person, via video or 
phone by each parole board member four days per week.

• Every Friday at least seven board members conduct Panel 
Reviews to review Victim Rights Act (VRA) cases or any other 
case a parole board member wants reviewed by the panel.



• In Fiscal Year 2020 the Board conducted 5,784 revocation hearings.
• Parolees can only be revoked as statue dictates:

• New felony or misdemeanor* conviction(s)
*Revocations for misdemeanors are classified as “Technical Parole Violation” returns 

• Abscond
• In possession of a weapon or caused serious bodily injury to a victim
• Terminated unsuccessfully from sex offender treatment
• Willful tampering (to include purposeful low battery) or removal of an 

electronic monitoring device that the parolee is required to wear as a 
condition of his or her parole

• Unlawful contact with victim(s)









• 17,111 Parole Application Hearings
• 3,200 Full Board Reviews

• 5,784 Parole Revocation Hearings
• 1,551 Early Parole Discharge Reviews

• 309 Parole Rescission Hearings
• 1,055 File Reviews in lieu of Parole Application Hearings

• 709 waivers

Approximately 2,400 decisions a month
More than 29,000 decisions a year







Misconception Trivia 
 Is the Parole Board a part of the Colorado Department of Corrections?

• No, the Parole Board is a separate state agency with separate decision-
making authority; however, there is strong collaboration between the agencies.

 Does the Parole Board have direct control over the Division of Adult Parole and 
their supervision strategies?
• No, the Parole Board is a separate state agency from the Division of Adult 

Parole; however, there is strong collaboration between the agencies.
 Does the Parole Board have direct control over Community Corrections and 

program placement decisions?
• No, the Parole Board is a Type I, separate state agency.

 Does the Parole Board approve or deny parole plans?
• No, this is the responsibility of the Division of Adult Parole.







Questions? 

Thank you!
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