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CHAPTER 141

_______________

HUMAN SERVICES - SOCIAL SERVICES
_______________

SENATE BILL 15-242

BY SENATOR(S) Grantham, Lambert, Steadman, Aguilar, Donovan, Garcia, Guzman, Heath, Johnston, Jones, Kefalas, Kerr,

Merrifield, Newell, Todd, Ulibarri;

also REPRESENTATIVE(S) Young, Hamner, Rankin, Fields, Garnett, Ginal, Kraft-Tharp, Lee, Lontine, McCann, Melton,

Moreno, Pettersen, Primavera, Rosenthal, Ryden, Salazar, Singer, Williams, Winter, Hullinghorst.

AN ACT

CONCERNING AN ALLOCATION IN ADDITION TO THE CHILD WELFARE BLOCK GRANT TO COUNTIES

FOR THE PURPOSE OF HIRING NEW CHILD WELFARE STAFF, AND, IN CONNECTION THEREWITH,
MAKING AN APPROPRIATION.

Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the State of Colorado:

SECTION 1.  In Colorado Revised Statutes, 26-5-103.5, add (5) as follows:

26-5-103.5.  Child welfare allocations committee - organization - advisory
duties. (5)  PURSUANT TO SECTION 26-5-104 (3), THE CHILD WELFARE ALLOCATIONS

COMMITTEE SHALL DEVELOP A FORMULA TO ALLOCATE ADDITIONAL FUNDING TO

COUNTIES IN ADDITION TO THE CHILD WELFARE BLOCK GRANT FOR THE SPECIFIC

PURPOSE OF HIRING NEW CHILD WELFARE STAFF AT THE COUNTY LEVEL IN ADDITION

TO COUNTY CHILD WELFARE STAFF EXISTING AS OF JANUARY 1, 2015, PURSUANT TO

THE REQUIREMENTS OF SECTION 26-5-104 (8). COUNTIES SHALL CONTINUE TO PAY

FOR CHILD WELFARE STAFF POSITIONS EXISTING AS OF JANUARY 1, 2015, THROUGH

THE CHILD WELFARE BLOCK GRANT. THE CHILD WELFARE ALLOCATIONS COMMITTEE

SHALL MODIFY THE ALLOCATION FORMULA AS NECESSARY IN CONSIDERATION OF

ANY FINDINGS FROM THE CHILD WELFARE CASELOAD STUDY PERFORMED PURSUANT

TO SECTION 26-5-112 AT SUCH TIME AS THOSE FINDINGS ARE AVAILABLE.

SECTION 2.  In Colorado Revised Statutes, 26-5-104, add (8) as follows:

26-5-104.  Funding of child welfare services - rules. (8) County-level child
welfare staff. (a)  FOR THE STATE FISCAL YEAR 2015-16, AND FOR EACH STATE

FISCAL YEAR THEREAFTER, EACH COUNTY MAY RECEIVE A CAPPED ALLOCATION IN

ADDITION TO ITS PORTION OF THE CHILD WELFARE BLOCK GRANT FOR THE SPECIFIC
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PURPOSE OF HIRING NEW CHILD WELFARE STAFF AT THE COUNTY LEVEL IN ADDITION

TO CHILD WELFARE STAFF EXISTING AS OF JANUARY 1, 2015. A COUNTY THAT

UTILIZES SAID ADDITIONAL ALLOCATION SHALL CONTINUE TO PAY FOR CHILD

WELFARE STAFF POSITIONS EXISTING AS OF JANUARY 1, 2015, THROUGH THE CHILD

WELFARE BLOCK GRANT. THE CHILD WELFARE ALLOCATIONS COMMITTEE SHALL

DETERMINE THE ALLOCATION FORMULA PURSUANT TO SECTION 26-5-103.5 (5).

(b)  EACH COUNTY THAT RECEIVES AN ALLOCATION FOR CHILD WELFARE STAFF

PURSUANT TO PARAGRAPH (a) OF THIS SUBSECTION (8) SHALL PROVIDE A TEN

PERCENT MATCH TO STATE AND FEDERAL MONEYS PROVIDED PURSUANT TO THIS

SUBSECTION (8); EXCEPT THAT A COUNTY THAT QUALIFIES AS TIER 1 OR TIER 2 FOR

PURPOSES OF THE COUNTY TAX BASE RELIEF FUND, AS DEFINED IN SECTION 26-1-126
(3) AND (4), IS FUNDED AT ONE HUNDRED PERCENT OF STATE AND FEDERAL FUNDS

PROVIDED PURSUANT TO THIS SUBSECTION (8).

(c)  ANY MONEYS ALLOCATED PURSUANT TO THIS SUBSECTION (8) THAT ARE NOT

EXPENDED BY THE END OF A FISCAL YEAR FOR THE PURPOSE SPECIFIED IN

PARAGRAPH (a) OF THIS SUBSECTION (8) MUST REVERT BACK TO THE GENERAL FUND.

SECTION 3.  In Colorado Revised Statutes, add 26-5-112 as follows:

26-5-112.  Child welfare caseload study - repeal. (1)  THE STATE DEPARTMENT

IS AUTHORIZED TO CONTRACT FOR AN EXTERNAL STUDY CONCERNING THE CHILD

WELFARE CASELOAD BY COUNTY. THE STATE DEPARTMENT SHALL AWARD THE

CONTRACT FOR THE STUDY, AND THE STUDY MUST BE COMPLETE ON OR BEFORE JUNE

30, 2016. THE STATE DEPARTMENT SHALL DEVELOP CRITERIA FOR AND COMPONENTS

OF THE STUDY, WITH INPUT FROM THE CHILD WELFARE ALLOCATIONS COMMITTEE,
ESTABLISHED IN SECTION 26-5-103.5. THE FINAL STUDY RESULTS SHALL BE

PROVIDED TO THE CHILD WELFARE ALLOCATIONS COMMITTEE.

(2)  THIS SECTION IS REPEALED, EFFECTIVE JULY 1, 2017.

SECTION 4.  Appropriation. (1)  For the 2015-16 state fiscal year, $6,320,443
is appropriated to the department of human services for use by the division of child
welfare. This appropriation consists of $5,714,028 from the general fund and
$606,415 cash funds from local funds. To implement this act, the division may use
this appropriation as follows:

(a)  $6,034,925, which consists of $5,428,510 from the general fund and $606,415
cash funds from local funds, for allocation to counties for the hiring of local child
welfare case workers, child welfare case aides, and child welfare supervisors
pursuant to section 26-5-104 (8) (a), C.R.S.;

(b)  $90,468 from the general fund for training, which amount is based on an
assumption that the division will require an additional 1.0 FTE; and

(c)  $195,050 from the general fund for the monitoring of local child welfare
staffing and the child welfare caseload study pursuant to section 26-5-112, C.R.S.

(2)  For the 2015-16 state fiscal year, the general assembly anticipates that the
department of human services will receive $87,704 in federal funds to implement
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this act. The appropriation in subsection (1) of this section is based on the
assumption that the department will receive this amount of federal funds, which is
included for informational purposes only.

SECTION 5.  Safety clause. The general assembly hereby finds, determines, and
declares that this act is necessary for the immediate preservation of the public peace,
health, and safety.

Approved: May 1, 2015


