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CHAPTER 205

EDUCATION - UNIVERSITIES AND COLLEGES

SENATE BILL 08-133

BY SENATOR(S) Shaffer, Bacon, Boyd, Gibbs, Groff, Tapia, Tochtrop, Veiga, and Windels;
also REPRESENTATIVE(S) Kerr A., Carroll M., Carroll T., Casso, Ferrandino, Frangas, Hodge, Jahn, Madden, Massey,
Merrifield, Middleton, Peniston, Rice, Romanoff, Stafford, Summers, and Todd.

AN ACT

CONCERNING FINANCIAL INCENTIVES FOR PERSONS TO ENTER THE TEACHING PROFESSION, AND, IN
CONNECTION THEREWITH,CREATING THE TEACH COLORADO GRANT INITIATIVE AND MAKING AN
APPROPRIATION.

Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the State of Colorado:

SECTION 1. Article 3.3 of title 23, Colorado Revised Statutes, is amended by
THE ADDITION OF A NEW PART to read:

PART 9
TEACH COLORADO GRANT INITIATIVE

23-3.3-901. Teach Colorado grant initiative created - award of grants.
(1) Legislative declaration. (a) THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY HEREBY FINDS AND
DECLARES THAT ONE OF THE MOST IMPORTANT COMPONENTS OF A HIGH-QUALITY
EDUCATION IS A GOOD TEACHER. IN COLORADO, THERE IS A SHORTAGE OF PUBLIC
SCHOOL TEACHERS EMPLOYED IN HIGH-NEED AREAS SUCH AS MATHEMATICS,
SCIENCE, SPECIAL EDUCATION, ENGLISH LANGUAGE ACQUISITION, AND WORLD
LANGUAGES. STRENGTHENING COLORADO'S PIPELINE OF LICENSED TEACHERS IN
HIGH-NEED AREAS WILL HELP TO PROVIDE EVERY STUDENT IN EVERY PUBLIC SCHOOL
WITH THE TEACHER HE OR SHE NEEDS TO THRIVE AND WILL CONTRIBUTE TO RAISING
THE STANDARD OF LIVING IN COLORADO.

(b) THEREFORE, THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY DETERMINES THAT IT IS IN THE BEST
INTEREST OF COLORADO'S STUDENTS TO ENCOURAGE INSTITUTIONS OF HIGHER
EDUCATION TO CREATE SCHOLARSHIPS FOR STUDENTS IN APPROVED TEACHER
PREPARATION PROGRAMS WHO EXCEL IN HIGH-NEED CONTENT AREAS AND WHO
DEMONSTRATE AN INTEREST IN OR COMMITMENT TO TEACHING AS A CAREER.

Capital letters indicate new material added to existing statutes,; dashes through words indicate deletions
from existing statutes and such material not part of act.
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(2) AS USED IN THIS PART 9, UNLESS THE CONTEXT OTHERWISE REQUIRES:

(a) "APPROVED TEACHER PREPARATION PROGRAM" MEANS AN APPROVED
TEACHER PREPARATION PROGRAM AS DEFINED IN SECTION 23-1-121 (1) (a).

(b) "BOCES"MEANS ABOARD OF COOPERATIVE SERVICES AS DEFINED IN SECTION
22-5-103 (2), C.R.S.

(c) "DEPARTMENT" MEANS THE DEPARTMENT OF HIGHER EDUCATION CREATED
AND EXISTING PURSUANT TO SECTION 24-1-114, C.R.S.

(d) "INSTITUTION OF HIGHER EDUCATION" MEANS A PUBLIC INSTITUTION OF
HIGHER EDUCATION OPERATING IN THIS STATE THAT IS SUPPORTED IN WHOLE OR IN
PART BY GENERAL FUND MONEYS.

(e) "SCHOOL DISTRICT" MEANS A SCHOOL DISTRICT IN COLORADO ORGANIZED
AND EXISTING PURSUANT TO LAW. "SCHOOL DISTRICT" DOESNOTINCLUDE A JUNIOR
COLLEGE DISTRICT.

(3) (a) THERE IS HEREBY CREATED IN THE DEPARTMENT THE TEACH COLORADO
GRANT INITIATIVE TO PROVIDE MONEYS FOR USE IN REDUCING THE FINANCIAL
BARRIERS TO ENTERING THE TEACHING PROFESSION, SUPPORTING HIGH-ABILITY
STUDENTS WHO HAVE DEMONSTRATED A COMMITMENT TO THE TEACHING
PROFESSION, AND ATTRACTING HIGH-ABILITY STUDENTS IN HIGH-NEED CONTENT
AREAS INTO THE TEACHING PROFESSION. THE COMMISSION SHALL ADOPT
GUIDELINES PURSUANT TO WHICH AN INSTITUTION OF HIGHER EDUCATION MAY
SUBMIT AN APPLICATION FOR A GRANT FROM THE TEACH COLORADO GRANT
INITIATIVE TO USE IN FUNDING SCHOLARSHIPS TO ASSIST PERSONS IN ENTERING THE
TEACHING PROFESSION. AT A MINIMUM, AN INSTITUTION'S APPLICATION SHALL
INCLUDE A DESCRIPTION OF THE SCHOLARSHIPS, INCLUDING STUDENT ELIGIBILITY,
IDENTIFICATION OF THE HIGH-NEED CONTENT AREAS OR OTHER HIGH-NEED AREAS
THAT WILL BE ADDRESSED THROUGH THE AWARD OF SCHOLARSHIPS, EXPECTATIONS
THAT WILL BE IMPOSED ON THE RECIPIENTS, AND THE AMOUNT OF SCHOLARSHIP
MONEY TO BE AWARDED TO EACH RECIPIENT.

(b) IN ADMINISTERING THE TEACH COLORADO GRANT INITIATIVE, THE
DEPARTMENT SHALL ANNUALLY COLLABORATE WITH THE DEPARTMENT OF
EDUCATION TO DETERMINE THE HIGH-NEED CONTENT AREAS, WHICH MAY INCLUDE,
BUT NEED NOT BE LIMITED TO, MATHEMATICS, SCIENCE, SPECIAL EDUCATION,
ENGLISH LANGUAGE ACQUISITION, AND WORLD LANGUAGES. THE DEPARTMENT
SHALL ANNUALLY PUBLICIZE TO THE INSTITUTIONS OF HIGHER EDUCATION THE
CONTENT AREAS THAT ARE CONSIDERED TO BE HIGH-NEED AREAS.

(c) IN DESIGNING A SCHOLARSHIP, AN INSTITUTION OF HIGHER EDUCATION THAT
IS SEEKING FUNDING FROM THE TEACH COLORADO GRANT INITIATIVE MAY INCLUDE
STUDENTS WHO ARE SEEKING A BACCALAUREATE DEGREE AND HAVE ENROLLED IN
AN APPROVED TEACHER PREPARATION PROGRAM, STUDENTS WHO DEMONSTRATE
EXCELLENCE IN A HIGH-NEED CONTENT AREA AND ARE CONSIDERING ENROLLING IN
AN APPROVED TEACHER PREPARATION PROGRAM, AND STUDENTS WHO HAVE
COMPLETED A BACCALAUREATE DEGREE OR HIGHER AND HAVE ENROLLED OR ARE
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CONSIDERING ENROLLING IN AN APPROVED TEACHER PREPARATION PROGRAM.
SCHOLARSHIP MONEYS SHALL NOT BE PAID ON BEHALF OF A STUDENT UNTIL THE
STUDENT HAS ENROLLED IN AN APPROVED TEACHER PREPARATION PROGRAM.

(d) THE COMMISSION SHALL ADOPT SUCH ADDITIONAL GUIDELINES AS MAY BE
NECESSARY FOR ADMINISTRATION OF THE TEACH COLORADO GRANT INITIATIVE,
INCLUDING BUT NOT LIMITED TO THE APPLICATION PROCESS, CRITERIA FOR
AWARDING GRANTS IN ADDITION TO THOSE SPECIFIED IN SUBSECTION (4) OF THIS
SECTION, AND THE AMOUNT OF GRANTS TO BE AWARDED.

(4) IN AWARDING GRANTS THROUGH THE TEACH COLORADO GRANT INITIATIVE,
THE DEPARTMENT SHALL GIVE SPECIAL CONSIDERATION TO SCHOLARSHIPS THAT:

(a) ARE DESIGNED TO CREATE A PARTNERSHIP BETWEEN TWO INSTITUTIONS OF
HIGHER EDUCATION, ONE OF WHICH DOES NOT HAVE AN APPROVED TEACHER
PREPARATION PROGRAM BUTHAS STUDENTS WHO HAVE DEMONSTRATED ACADEMIC
EXCELLENCE IN ONE OR MORE HIGH-NEED CONTENT AREAS AND HAVE EXPRESSED
AN INTEREST IN ENTERING THE TEACHING PROFESSION;

(b) ARE DESIGNED TO CREATE A PARTNERSHIP BETWEEN THE INSTITUTION OF
HIGHER EDUCATION AND ONE OR MORE SCHOOL DISTRICTS OR BOCES THAT HAVE
A SHORTAGE OF TEACHERS IN HIGH-NEED CONTENT AREAS;

(c) ARE DESIGNED TO MEET THE NEEDS OF RURAL OR HIGH-POVERTY SCHOOLS,
SCHOOL DISTRICTS, OR BOCES, ASIDENTIFIED BY THE DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION;
OR

(d) REQUIRE EACH SCHOLARSHIP RECIPIENT TO COMMIT TO COMPLETING HIS OR
HER STUDENT TEACHING IN A RURAL OR HIGH-POVERTY SCHOOL, SCHOOL DISTRICT,
OR BOCES, AS IDENTIFIED BY THE DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION.

(5) THE AMOUNT OF A SCHOLARSHIP AWARDED TO AN INDIVIDUAL STUDENT BY
AN INSTITUTION OF HIGHER EDUCATION PURSUANT TO A TEACH COLORADO GRANT
SHALL NOT EXCEED THE AMOUNT OF IN-STATE TUITION CHARGED BY THE
INSTITUTION FOR THIRTY SEMESTER HOURS OF CREDIT.

(6) ON OR BEFORE FEBRUARY 1, 2009, AND ON OR BEFORE FEBRUARY | EACH
YEAR THEREAFTER, THE COMMISSION SHALL REPORT TO THE EDUCATION
COMMITTEES OF THE SENATE AND THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, OR ANY
SUCCESSOR COMMITTEES, CONCERNING THE NUMBER OF INSTITUTIONS OF HIGHER
EDUCATION RECEIVING TEACH COLORADO GRANTS PURSUANT TO THIS SECTION, THE
AMOUNT OF THE GRANTS AWARDED, THE NUMBER OF STUDENTS RECEIVING
SCHOLARSHIPS THROUGH GRANTS AWARDED PURSUANT TO THIS SECTION, AND A
GENERAL SUMMARY OF THE SCHOLARSHIPS FUNDED THROUGH GRANTS AWARDED
PURSUANT TO THIS SECTION.

(7) IN ADDITION TO ANY GENERAL FUNDS APPROPRIATED BY THE GENERAL
ASSEMBLY TO THE DEPARTMENT FOR THE IMPLEMENTATION OF THE TEACH
COLORADO GRANT INITIATIVE, THE DEPARTMENT IS AUTHORIZED TO SEEK AND
ACCEPT GIFTS, GRANTS, AND DONATIONS FROM PRIVATE AND PUBLIC SOURCES FOR
THE IMPLEMENTATION OF THE TEACH COLORADO GRANT INITIATIVE.
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SECTION 2. Appropriation - adjustments to the 2008 long bill. (1) In
addition to any other appropriation, there is hereby appropriated, out of any moneys
in the general fund not otherwise appropriated, to the department of higher
education, for the fiscal year beginning July 1, 2008, the sum of five hundred
thousand dollars ($500,000) and 0.2 FTE, or so much thereof as may be necessary,
for the implementation of this act.

(2) For the implementation of this act, the general fund appropriation to the
controlled maintenance trust fund made in section 23 of the annual general
appropriation act, for the fiscal year beginning July 1, 2008, shall be decreased by
five hundred thousand dollars ($500,000).

SECTION 3. Safety clause. The general assembly hereby finds, determines,
and declares that this act is necessary for the immediate preservation of the public

peace, health, and safety.

Approved: May 12, 2008



