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CHAPTER 280

NATURAL RESOURCES

HOUSE BILL 06-1408

BY REPRESENTATIVE(S) Massey, Berens, Rose, Garcia, and Merrifield;
also SENATOR(S) Taylor.

AN ACT

CONCERNING OFF-SITE GROUND WATER MONITORING WELLS IN MINING OPERATIONS.

Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the State of Colorado:
SECTION 1. 34-32-103 (1.5), Colorado Revised Statutes, is amended to read:

34-32-103. Definitions. As used in this article, unless the context otherwise
requires:

(1.5) "Affected land" means the surface of an area within the state where a
mining operation is being or will be conducted, which surface is disturbed as a
result of such operation. Affected lands include but shall not be limited to private
ways, roads, except those roads excluded pursuant to this subsection (1.5), and
railroad lines appurtenant to any such area; land excavations; prospecting sites; drill
sites or workings; refuse banks or spoil piles; evaporation or settling ponds; leaching
dumps; placer areas; tailings ponds or dumps; work, parking, storage, or waste
discharge areas; and areas in which structures, facilities, equipment, machines,
tools, or other materials or property which result from or are used in such operations
are situated. All lands shall be excluded that would be otherwise included as land
affected but which have been reclaimed in accordance with an approved plan or
otherwise, as may be approved by the board. Affected land shall not include off-site
roads which existed prior to the date on which notice was given or permit
application was made to the office and which were constructed for purposes
unrelated to the proposed mining operation and which will not be substantially
upgraded to support the mining operation OR OFF-SITE GROUND WATER MONITORING
WELLS.

SECTION 2. 34-32.5-103 (1), Colorado Revised Statutes, is amended to read:
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34-32.5-103. Definitions. As used in this article, unless the context otherwise
requires:

(1) "Affected land" means the surface of an area within the state where a mining
operation is being or will be conducted, which surface is disturbed as a result of an
operation. Affected lands include, but shall not be limited to, private ways, roads
(except those roads excluded by this subsection (1)); land excavations; exploration
sites; drill sites or workings; refuse banks or spoil piles; evaporation or settling
ponds; work, parking, storage, or waste discharge areas; and areas in which
structures, facilities, equipment, machines, tools, or other materials or property that
result from or are used in such operations are situated. "Affected land" does not
include land that has been reclaimed pursuant to an approved plan or otherwise, as
may be approved by the board, or off-site roads that were constructed for purposes
unrelated to the proposed operation, were in existence before a permit application
was filed with the office, and will not be substantially upgraded to support the
operation OR OFF-SITE GROUND WATER MONITORING WELLS.

SECTION 3. Safety clause. The general assembly hereby finds, determines,
and declares that this act is necessary for the immediate preservation of the public
peace, health, and safety.

Approved: May 26, 2006
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