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CHAPTER 250

_______________

CHILDREN AND DOMESTIC MATTERS
_______________

HOUSE BILL 05-1287

BY REPRESENTATIVE(S) Coleman, Hefley, Boyd, Lindstrom, McGihon, Ragsdale, Stafford, Todd, Frangas, Harvey, and Vigil;

also SENATOR(S) Kester, Tapia, Entz, Groff, Williams, and Shaffer.

AN ACT

CONCERNING LIMITED ACCESS TO INFORMATION RELATED TO AN ADOPTION, AND, IN CONNECTION

THEREWITH, PROVIDING FOR LIMITED ACCESS TO ORIGINAL B IRTH CERTIFICATES OF ADOPTEES

AND PROVIDING B IOLOGICAL PARENTS OPPORTUNITIES TO PROVIDE CONTACT INFORMATION AND

MEDICAL HISTORY , AND MAK ING AN APPROPRIATION THEREFOR.
 

Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the State of Colorado:

SECTION 1.  19-5-304 (2), Colorado Revised Statutes, is amended to read:

19-5-304.  Confidential intermediaries - confidential intermediary services.
(2) (a)  Any of the parties listed in subparagraph (I) of paragraph (b) of subsection
(1) of this section, any of whom are eighteen years of age or older, may file a motion,
with supporting affidavit, in the court where the adoption took place, to appoint one
or more confidential intermediaries for the purpose of determining the whereabouts
of such individual's unknown relative or relatives; except that no one shall seek to
determine the whereabouts of a relative who is younger than eighteen years of age.
The court may rule on said motion and affidavit without hearing and may appoint a
trained confidential intermediary.

(b)  THE COURT-APPOINTED CONFIDENTIAL INTERMEDIARY SHALL MAKE A DILIGENT

SEARCH OF THE ADOPTION RECORDS AND POST-ADOPTION RECORDS IN AN EFFORT TO

FIND THE SOUGHT-AFTER RELATIVE.  IF THE CONFIDENTIAL INTERMEDIARY

SUCCESSFULLY LOCATES THE RELATIVE SOUGHT, THE CONFIDENTIAL INTERMEDIARY

SHALL PROVIDE THAT RELATIVE WITH THE OPPORTUNITY TO:

(I)  CONSENT TO OR TO REFUSE TO ALLOW CONTACT BY THE PERSON SEEKING

CONTACT;

(II)  FILL OUT A CONTACT PREFERENCE FORM AND UPDATED MEDICAL HISTORY
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STATEMENT AS PRESCRIBED IN SECTION 19-5-305 (1.5);

(III)  CONSENT TO OR REFUSE TO AUTHORIZE DISCLOSURE OF THE ADOPTION

RECORDS TO THE PERSON SEEKING SUCH ACCESS.

SECTION 2.  19-5-305, Colorado Revised Statutes, is amended to read:

19-5-305.  Access to adoption records - contact with parties to adoption -
contact preference form and updated medical history statement.
(1)  Legislative declaration.  The general assembly finds that on May 20, 1949, the
general assembly amended Colorado law to provide that all adoption records in
existence on that date and those records that came into existence after that date were
to be sealed and thereby maintained confidential from the public.  Thereafter, in
1967, the general assembly acted to preserve the anonymity of the birth parents, the
child, and the adoptive parents in adoption actions.  However, as a result of these
changes, many adoptees have been WERE unable to make informed medical decisions,
determine genetic consequences of certain medical and reproductive decisions, and
enjoy the benefits relating to knowledge about one's family history.  Accordingly,  IN

1989, THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY ENACTED A PROCESS BY WHICH PARTIES TO AN

ADOPTION COULD ATTEMPT CONTACT WITH ONE ANOTHER THROUGH A CONFIDENTIAL

INTERMEDIARY.  THEREAFTER, IN 1999, THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY ENACTED

LEGISLATION THAT ALLOWED FOR LIMITED ACCESS TO CERTAIN ADOPTION RECORDS

BY PERSONS INVOLVED IN THE ADOPTION.  The general assembly hereby determines
that it is appropriate to allow access to certain adoption information by the parties to
the adoption proceeding and the adoptee, but not by the public at large.  IN 2005, THE

GENERAL ASSEMBLY DETERMINED THAT IT WOULD BE BENEFICIAL TO THE MEMBERS

OF THE ADOPTION TRIAD TO ALLOW EACH BIRTH PARENT THE OPPORTUNITY TO

INDICATE A PREFERENCE REGARDING FUTURE CONTACT, INCLUDING THE OPPORTUNITY

TO AUTHORIZE THE RELEASE OF THE ORIGINAL BIRTH CERTIFICATE AND TO AUTHORIZE

THE RELEASE OF HIS OR HER OWN CONTACT INFORMATION, AND TO PROVIDE A

METHOD TO MAKE INFORMATION ABOUT MEDICAL HISTORY AVAILABLE TO THE

ADOPTEE.  IN ADDITION, THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY FOUND THAT A DELAYED

IMPLEMENTATION OF THE ACCESS TO A BIRTH PARENT'S CONTACT INFORMATION

WOULD ALLOW MEMBERS OF THE ADOPTION TRIAD TO AVAIL THEMSELVES OF

RESOURCES TO ADDRESS ISSUES THAT MAY ARISE FROM SEARCHING FOR OR REUNITING

WITH BIOLOGICAL RELATIVES OR FROM MAKING DECISIONS NOT TO PURSUE CONTACT

OR INFORMATION.

(1.5)  Contact preference and updated medical history statements -
authorizations to release of the original birth certificate.  (a)  THE STATE

REGISTRAR SHALL PRESCRIBE AND MAKE AVAILABLE TO ANY BIRTH PARENT NAMED

ON AN ORIGINAL BIRTH CERTIFICATE IN THE RECORDS OF THE STATE REGISTRAR A

CONTACT PREFERENCE FORM ON WHICH THE BIRTH PARENT MAY STATE A PREFERENCE

REGARDING CONTACT BY AN ADULT ADOPTEE, AN ADULT DESCENDANT OF AN

ADOPTEE, OR A LEGAL REPRESENTATIVE OF THE ADOPTEE OR DESCENDANT.  THE

CONTACT PREFERENCE FORM SHALL ALLOW THE BIRTH PARENT TO VOLUNTARILY

INCLUDE THE BIRTH PARENT'S CONTACT INFORMATION AND SHALL PROVIDE THE BIRTH

PARENT WITH OPTIONS TO INDICATE A PREFERENCE REGARDING WHETHER THE BIRTH

PARENT WOULD PREFER OR NOT PREFER FUTURE CONTACT WITH THE ADOPTEE OR

ADULT DESCENDANT OF THE ADOPTEE OR A LEGAL REPRESENTATIVE OF THE ADOPTEE

OR DESCENDANT AND, IF CONTACT IS PREFERRED, WHETHER THE BIRTH PARENT
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WOULD PREFER CONTACT DIRECTLY OR THROUGH A CONFIDENTIAL INTERMEDIARY OR

A CHILD PLACEMENT AGENCY.  THE CONTACT PREFERENCE FORM SHALL ALSO

INCLUDE AN OPTION FOR THE BIRTH PARENT TO AUTHORIZE THE RELEASE OF THE

ORIGINAL BIRTH CERTIFICATE.  AN AUTHORIZATION TO RELEASE MAY BE EXERCISED

AND SUBMITTED TO THE STATE REGISTRAR AT ANY TIME AFTER JANUARY 1, 2006.  THE

CONTACT PREFERENCE FORM SHALL ALSO INDICATE THAT THE BIRTH PARENT CAN

CHANGE HIS OR HER CONTACT PREFERENCE FORM BY NOTIFYING THE STATE

REGISTRAR IN WRITING.

(b)  THE STATE REGISTRAR SHALL ALSO PRESCRIBE AN UPDATED MEDICAL HISTORY

STATEMENT, THAT A BIRTH PARENT MAY SUBMIT, WITH THE COMPLETED CONTACT

PREFERENCE FORM, TO THE STATE REGISTRAR.  SUCH MEDICAL HISTORY STATEMENT

SHALL BE A BRIEF NARRATIVE STATEMENT WRITTEN BY THE BIRTH PARENT INDICATING

MEDICAL INFORMATION ABOUT THE BIRTH PARENT OR OTHER BIOLOGICAL RELATIVES.
SUCH MEDICAL HISTORY STATEMENT SHALL INDICATE THAT THE BIRTH PARENT IS

WAIVING CONFIDENTIALITY OF ANY MEDICAL INFORMATION SUPPLIED IN THE

STATEMENT WITH RESPECT TO THE ADOPTEE, AN ADULT DESCENDANT OF AN ADOPTEE,
OR A LEGAL REPRESENTATIVE OF SUCH PERSON AND TO THE STATE REGISTRAR OR HIS

OR HER DESIGNEES.  THE BIRTH PARENT MAY SUBMIT ADDITIONAL UPDATED MEDICAL

HISTORY STATEMENTS TO THE STATE REGISTRAR NO MORE FREQUENTLY THAN EVERY

THREE YEARS, UNLESS THERE IS A SIGNIFICANT CHANGE IN MEDICAL HISTORY.

(c)  THE CONTACT PREFERENCE FORMS AND UPDATED MEDICAL HISTORY

STATEMENTS SHALL BE MAINTAINED IN THE RECORDS OF THE STATE REGISTRAR AND

SHALL BE ACCESSIBLE TO THE ADULT ADOPTEE, THE ADULT DESCENDANT OF THE

ADOPTEE, OR THE LEGAL REPRESENTATIVE OF THE ADOPTEE OR DESCENDANT, WHO

SUBMITS A WRITTEN APPLICATION FORM, PROOF OF IDENTITY, AND AN EXPLANATION

OF THE PERSON'S RELATIONSHIP TO THE ADOPTEE, IF APPLICABLE.

(d)  IN DEVELOPING THE CONTACT PREFERENCE FORM AND THE UPDATED MEDICAL

HISTORY STATEMENT, THE STATE REGISTRAR SHALL CONSULT WITH AND OBTAIN INPUT

FROM THE ADOPTION INTERMEDIARY COMMISSION.

(e)  WHEN THE STATE REGISTRAR RECEIVES A CONTACT PREFERENCE FORM OR AN

UPDATED MEDICAL HISTORY STATEMENT OR BOTH FROM A BIRTH PARENT, THE STATE

REGISTRAR OR THE STATE REGISTRAR'S AUTHORIZED DESIGNEE SHALL MATCH THE

CONTACT PREFERENCE FORM AND THE UPDATED MEDICAL HISTORY STATEMENT, IF
APPLICABLE, WITH THE ADOPTEE'S SEALED ORIGINAL BIRTH CERTIFICATE, AND SHALL

UPDATE ITS RECORDS TO INDICATE THAT A BIRTH PARENT HAS FILED A CONTACT

PREFERENCE FORM OR AN UPDATED MEDICAL HISTORY STATEMENT OR BOTH WITH THE

STATE REGISTRAR.  THE STATE REGISTRAR IS AUTHORIZED TO VERIFY THE SUBMISSION

OF A CONTACT PREFERENCE FORM OR AN UPDATED MEDICAL HISTORY STATEMENT

AND TO PROVIDE A COPY OF A CONTACT PREFERENCE FORM TO A CONFIDENTIAL

INTERMEDIARY APPOINTED PURSUANT TO SECTION 19-5-304 OR TO A DESIGNATED

EMPLOYEE OF A CHILD PLACEMENT AGENCY WHO IS SEARCHING PURSUANT TO

SUBPARAGRAPH (III) OF PARAGRAPH (b) OF SUBSECTION (3) OF THIS SECTION.

(f)  THE STATE REGISTRAR SHALL DESIGNATE CERTAIN EMPLOYEES TO PROCESS,
MAINTAIN, ALLOW INSPECTION OF, AND MAKE COPIES OF CONTACT PREFERENCE

FORMS AND UPDATED MEDICAL HISTORY STATEMENTS AND TO PREPARE AND ISSUE

NONCERTIFIED COPIES OF THE UNALTERED ORIGINAL BIRTH CERTIFICATES AS
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AUTHORIZED IN THIS SECTION.

(g)  THE STATE REGISTRAR SHALL ACCEPT CONTACT PREFERENCE FORMS AND

UPDATED MEDICAL HISTORY STATEMENTS ON AND AFTER JANUARY 1, 2006.

(2)  Determination of accessibility of records and contact.  Subject to the
provisions of subsection (4) of this section, the accessibility of adoption records, in
addition to inspection authorized by a court upon good cause shown pursuant to
section 19-1-309, and the ability of a party to the adoption proceeding or the adoptee
to contact the adoptee or another party, shall be governed by the following provisions
based upon the date on which the adoption was finalized:

(a)  Adoptions finalized prior to September 1, 1999.  (I) (A)  Except to the
extent disclosure is made in designated adoptions AND EXCEPT FOR AN ORIGINAL

BIRTH CERTIFICATE THAT IS OBTAINED THROUGH THE PROVISIONS OF PARAGRAPH (d)
OF THIS SUBSECTION (2), all adoption records, AS THAT TERM IS DEFINED IN SECTION

19-1-103 (6.5), relating to adoptions finalized prior to September 1, 1999, shall
remain confidential, and the names of the parties thereto and the name of the adoptee
shall remain anonymous if the adoption was finalized on or after July 1, 1967.  Such
ADOPTION records shall be accessible by any of the parties listed in section 19-5-304
(1) (b) (I) through the appointment of a confidential intermediary pursuant to section
19-5-304 who successfully obtains consent from the person sought to release such
adoption records or by mutual consent of the reunited parties upon proof of
identification or as otherwise provided by law.

(B)  (Deleted by amendment, L. 2000, p. 1369, § 3, effective July 1, 2000.)

(II)  The court-appointed confidential intermediary shall make a diligent search of
the adoption records and post-adoption records in an effort to find the sought-after
person.  If the confidential intermediary successfully locates the person sought, the
confidential intermediary shall provide that person with the opportunity to:

(A)  Consent to or to refuse to allow contact by the person seeking contact; and

(B)  Consent to or refuse to allow disclosure of the adoption records to the person
seeking such access.

(b)  Adoptions finalized on or after September 1, 1999.  (I) (A)  Adoption
records.  All adoption records, as that term is defined in section 19-1-103 (6.5),
relating to adoptions finalized on or after September 1, 1999, shall be open to
inspection and available for copying by an adult adoptee, an adoptive parent of a
minor adoptee, a custodial grandparent of a minor adoptee, or the legal representative
of any such individual.  In addition, all those records described in section 19-1-103
(6.5) (a) (I), (6.5) (a) (II), (6.5) (a) (IV), and (6.5) (a) (V), relating to adoptions
finalized on or after September 1, 1999, shall be open to inspection and available for
copying by an adoptee's adoptive grandparent or by an adult descendant of an adult
adoptee or the adoptive parent with the notarized written consent of the adult adoptee
or the minor adoptee's adoptive parent.  In addition, all those records described in
section 19-1-103 (6.5) (a) (I), (6.5) (a) (II), (6.5) (a) (IV), and (6.5) (a) (V), relating
to adoptions finalized on or after September 1, 1999, shall be open to inspection and
available for copying by an adult sibling of an adult adoptee, an adoptee's spouse, or
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the legal representative of any such individual upon notarized written consent of the
adult adoptee.  No other person or entity shall have access to such records except as
otherwise provided by law.

(B)  (Deleted by amendment, L. 2000, p. 1369, § 3, effective July 1, 2000.)

(C)  Prior written statements of birth parents.  Notwithstanding the provisions
of sub-subparagraph (A) of this subparagraph (I), the adoption records shall not be
open for inspection or available for copying with respect to any identifying
information concerning a birth parent if such birth parent has previously provided the
court and the child placement agency, if applicable, with a signed and notarized
written statement, within three years after the final order of relinquishment or
termination specifying that such parent wishes the identifying information concerning
that parent to remain confidential.  The written statement shall remain in the court's
and the child placement agency's relinquishment or termination file unless later
withdrawn by the parent.  The birth parent submitting such a written statement may
also submit to the court and to the child placement agency a letter of explanation that
shall be released to the adoptee at the time that the adoptee makes a request for
inspection of the adoption records.  No child placement agency shall be liable to any
person for the failure of a birth parent to submit such a written statement to the court.
THE CHILD PLACEMENT AGENCY SHALL MAKE REASONABLE EFFORTS TO NOTIFY ANY

AND ALL BIRTH PARENTS WHO EXECUTED A STATEMENT, PURSUANT TO THIS

SUB-SUBPARAGRAPH (C), OF THE OPTION TO SUBMIT A CONTACT PREFERENCE FORM

AND AN UPDATED MEDICAL HISTORY STATEMENT AS PROVIDED IN SUBSECTION (1.5)
OF THIS SECTION.

(II)  Contact.  For adoptions finalized on or after September 1, 1999, contact by
an adult adoptee, an adoptive parent of a minor adoptee, or an adult descendant of the
adoptee or the adoptive parent with a birth parent or biological relative may be
attempted at any time directly or through another person or agency including, but not
limited to, a confidential intermediary appointed pursuant to section 19-5-304 OR AN

EMPLOYEE OF A CHILD PLACEMENT AGENCY TRAINED TO PERFORM A SEARCH

PURSUANT TO SUBPARAGRAPH (III) OF PARAGRAPH (b) OF SUBSECTION (3) OF THIS

SECTION; except that contact with a birth parent who has previously provided a
written statement to the court and to the child placement agency as described in
sub-subparagraph (C) of subparagraph (I) of this paragraph (b) OR WHO HAS FILED

A CONTACT PREFERENCE FORM, INDICATING A PREFERENCE TO BE CONTACTED

THROUGH A CONFIDENTIAL INTERMEDIARY, may be attempted through a confidential
intermediary appointed pursuant to section 19-5-304.

(III)  For adoptions finalized on or after September 1, 1999, a birth parent shall
have access to adoption records and contact with the adoptee or the adoptive family
as otherwise provided by law.

(c)  Deceased parties.  (I)  Notwithstanding paragraphs (a), and (b), AND (d) of
this subsection (2), if it is determined:

(A)  That the birth parent is deceased, then the person seeking the information,
whether he or she is the adult adoptee, the adoptive parent of a minor adoptee, or the
legal representative of any such individual, shall be allowed access to the adoption
records.  If one of the birth parents is deceased and the other birth parent is living but



Ch. 250 Children and Domestic Matters 989

is nonconsenting then access to the records shall be permitted as provided in this
paragraph (c) without the name of the nonconsenting birth parent.  In addition, an
adoptee's adoptive grandparent, an adult descendant of an adult adoptee, an adoptee's
spouse, or the legal representative of any such individual shall be allowed access to
those records described in section 19-1-103 (6.5) (a) (I), (6.5) (a) (II), (6.5) (a) (IV),
and (6.5) (a) (V) if such person seeking the information has the notarized written
consent of the adult adoptee or the adoptive parent if the adoptee is a minor.

(B)  That the adoptee is deceased, then the person seeking the information, whether
he or she is the adoptive parent, an adult descendant of the adoptee, or the legal
representative of any such individual shall be allowed access to the adoption records.
In addition, an adoptee's adoptive grandparent, an adult descendant of the adoptive
parent, an adoptee's spouse, or the legal representative of any such individual shall
be allowed access to those records described in section 19-1-103 (6.5) (a) (I), (6.5)
(a) (II), (6.5) (a) (IV), and (6.5) (a) (V).

(II)  (Deleted by amendment, L. 2000, p. 1369, § 3, effective July 1, 2000.)

(d)  Access to original birth certificates for adoptions finalized prior to
September 1, 1999.  (I)  THIS PARAGRAPH (d) APPLIES TO ADOPTIONS FINALIZED IN

THIS STATE PRIOR TO SEPTEMBER 1, 1999.

(II)  ON AND AFTER JANUARY 1, 2007, THE FOLLOWING PERSONS MAY APPLY TO

THE STATE REGISTRAR FOR A NONCERTIFIED COPY OF THE UNALTERED ORIGINAL BIRTH

CERTIFICATE OF AN ADOPTEE WHO WAS BORN IN THIS STATE OR WHOSE ADOPTION WAS

FINALIZED IN THIS STATE OR BOTH AND WHOSE ADOPTION RECORDS HAVE BEEN

SEALED DUE TO AN ADOPTION PROCEEDING:

(A)  AN ADULT ADOPTEE WHO IS EIGHTEEN YEARS OF AGE OR OLDER;

(B)  AN ADULT DESCENDANT OF THE ADOPTEE WHO SUBMITS A WRITTEN

EXPLANATION OF THE PERSON'S RELATIONSHIP TO THE ADOPTEE;

(C)  AN ADULT BIRTH PARENT WHO SIGNED OR IS NAMED ON THE ORIGINAL BIRTH

CERTIFICATE;

(D)  THE LEGAL REPRESENTATIVE OF ANY OF THE INDIVIDUALS LISTED IN

SUB-SUBPARAGRAPHS (A) TO (C) OF THIS SUBPARAGRAPH (I).

(III)  ON AND AFTER JANUARY 1, 2007, THE STATE REGISTRAR SHALL ISSUE A

NONCERTIFIED COPY OF THE UNALTERED ORIGINAL BIRTH CERTIFICATE TO ANY OF THE

PERSONS WHO ARE ALLOWED TO APPLY FOR AN ORIGINAL BIRTH CERTIFICATE

PURSUANT TO SUBPARAGRAPH (II) OF THIS PARAGRAPH (d), AND WHO SUBMIT PROOF

OF IDENTITY, IF:

(A)  BOTH BIRTH PARENTS HAVE FILED A CONTACT PREFERENCE FORM WITH THE

STATE REGISTRAR AUTHORIZING THE RELEASE OF THE ORIGINAL BIRTH CERTIFICATE;
OR

(B)  ONLY ONE BIRTH PARENT HAS FILED AN AUTHORIZATION TO RELEASE THE

ORIGINAL BIRTH CERTIFICATE PRIOR TO JANUARY 1, 2007, AND THE STATE REGISTRAR
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HAS NOT RECEIVED AN AUTHORIZATION TO RELEASE THE ORIGINAL BIRTH CERTIFICATE

FROM THE OTHER BIRTH PARENT, THE STATE REGISTRAR SHALL ISSUE THE ORIGINAL

BIRTH CERTIFICATE TO THE APPLICANT WITH THE NAME OF THE NONCONSENTING

BIRTH PARENT REDACTED.

(IV)  BETWEEN JULY 1, 2005, AND JANUARY 1, 2007, THERE SHALL BE A

STATEWIDE AND NATIONAL PUBLIC INFORMATION CAMPAIGN CONDUCTED PURSUANT

TO SECTION 19-5-306 TO INFORM THE PUBLIC ABOUT THE ABILITY TO OBTAIN ACCESS

TO ORIGINAL BIRTH CERTIFICATES, TO INFORM BIRTH PARENTS ABOUT THE ABILITY TO

FILE A CONTACT PREFERENCE FORM AND UPDATED MEDICAL HISTORY STATEMENTS,
TO INFORM BIRTH PARENTS ABOUT THE ABILITY TO AUTHORIZE THE RELEASE OF AN

ORIGINAL BIRTH CERTIFICATE AS PART OF THE CONTACT PREFERENCE FORM, AND TO

PROVIDE RESOURCE REFERRALS TO MEMBERS OF THE ADOPTION TRIAD.

(V)  NOTHING IN THIS PARAGRAPH (d) SHALL BE CONSTRUED TO AFFECT THE

ABILITY OF A MEMBER OF THE ADOPTION TRIAD TO OBTAIN ACCESS TO ADOPTION

RECORDS, INCLUDING THE ORIGINAL BIRTH CERTIFICATE, THROUGH THE APPOINTMENT

OF A CONFIDENTIAL INTERMEDIARY, THROUGH AN EMPLOYEE OF A CHILD PLACEMENT

AGENCY TRAINED TO PERFORM A SEARCH PURSUANT TO SUBPARAGRAPH (III) OF

PARAGRAPH (b) OF SUBSECTION (3) OF THIS SECTION, THROUGH MUTUAL CONSENT OF

THE REUNITED PARTIES, OR THROUGH A COURT ORDER UPON GOOD CAUSE SHOWN

PURSUANT TO SECTION 19-1-309.

(3)  Access to identifying information through child placement agencies.
(a)  Upon proof of identity of the person submitting the consent form, a licensed child
placement agency shall accept and may seek a consent form, as that term is defined
in section 19-1-103 (28.5), from an adult adoptee or from either adult adoptee's birth
parent or from an adoptive parent of a minor adoptee or from the legal representative
of a minor adoptee authorizing the release of identifying information, as that term is
defined in section 19-1-103 (63.5), concerning the person submitting the consent
form, to the extent such information is available to the child placement agency.  If
only one birth parent has filed a consent form with the child placement agency, the
child placement agency or any succeeding custodian of the records shall provide a
copy of the identifying information without the name of and without identifying
information about the nonconsenting birth parent.

(b) (I)  Upon inquiry by an adult adoptee or an adult adoptee's birth parent or an
adoptive parent of a minor adoptee seeking information about another party from a
licensed child placement agency, the child placement agency shall be authorized to
release identifying information to the inquiring person, upon proof of identity by the
inquiring person, if the licensed child placement agency is in possession of a consent
form from the party about whom information is sought authorizing such release.

(II)  In those circumstances in which a child placement agency has released
identifying information pursuant to paragraph (a) of this subsection (3), the child
placement agency may attempt to locate at the last known address the person who had
originally submitted the consent form and, upon locating such person, advise him or
her of the release AND PROVIDE HIM OR HER WITH THE OPPORTUNITY TO FILL OUT A

CONTACT PREFERENCE FORM AND UPDATED MEDICAL HISTORY STATEMENT AS

PRESCRIBED IN SUBSECTION (1.5) OF THIS SECTION.  If the inquiring person also
submitted a consent form authorizing the release of identifying information about him
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or her, the child placement agency may provide such identifying information to the
person located.

(III)  A child placement agency that accepts a consent form may perform a search
for the sought party, subject to the requirement that an employee designated by the
child placement agency to perform a search and to contact the sought party shall have
completed training that meets the standards set forth by the adoption intermediary
commission.

(c)  A licensed child placement agency that accepts a consent form may charge a
reasonable fee to cover the direct and indirect costs associated with the services
provided pursuant to this subsection (3), if a written fee agreement has been signed
by the agency and the party submitting the consent form prior to the provision of any
service.  If a child placement agency charges a fee, then the child placement agency
shall make reasonable efforts to locate the person being sought and to release the
information the child placement agency obtained to the person located.  The licensed
child placement agency shall be required to provide a list of names, addresses, and
telephone numbers of organizations performing similar services prior to signing any
fee agreement with any party submitting a consent form.  Information in the
post-adoption record is confidential and shall not be disclosed by a licensed child
placement agency or any succeeding custodian of the records, or a court except as
specifically permitted in this part 3, or as otherwise permitted by law.

(d)  The release of any information by a licensed child placement agency pursuant
to this subsection (3) shall be subject to the provisions of subsection (4) of this
section.

(4)  Access to information and contact concerning sibling groups.
Notwithstanding the provisions set forth in subsections (2) and (3) (1.5), (2), AND (3)
of this section authorizing access to adoption records and contact with an adoptee, in
those circumstances in which one family has adopted two or more siblings, access to
the adoption records concerning an adoptee and contact with an adoptee shall not
occur until all of the siblings adopted by the family have attained eighteen years of
age.

(5)  Adult adoptee's restriction on access to records.  Notwithstanding the
provisions of subsection (2) of this section, an adult adoptee may, at any time, provide
the court that finalized the adoption and the child placement agency with a signed and
notarized written statement specifying that such adult adoptee wishes to maintain the
identifying information concerning that adoptee, OTHER THAN THE ORIGINAL BIRTH

CERTIFICATE, confidential.  The written statement shall remain in the court's adoption
file unless later withdrawn by the adoptee.  Nothing in this subsection (5) shall be
construed to affect access to records through the confidential intermediary process.

SECTION 3.  19-1-103 (9) and (13), Colorado Revised Statutes, are amended,
and the said 19-1-103 is further amended BY THE ADDITION OF THE
FOLLOWING NEW SUBSECTIONS, to read:

19-1-103.  Definitions.  As used in this title or in the specified portion of this title,
unless the context otherwise requires:
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(6.7)  "ADOPTION TRIAD" MEANS THE THREE PARTIES INVOLVED IN AN ADOPTION:
THE ADOPTEE, THE BIRTH PARENT, AND THE ADOPTIVE PARENT.

(9)  "Adult adoptee", as used in part 4 PARTS 3 AND 4 of article 5 of this title, means
an individual who is twenty-one EIGHTEEN years of age or older and who, as a minor,
was adopted pursuant to a final decree of adoption entered by a court.

(13)  "Biological parent" OR "BIRTH PARENT", as used in part 3 of article 5 of this
title, means a parent, by birth, of an adopted person.

(28.6)  "CONTACT INFORMATION" MEANS INFORMATION SUPPLIED VOLUNTARILY

BY A BIRTH PARENT ON A CONTACT PREFERENCE FORM, INCLUDING THE NAME OF THE

BIRTH PARENT AT THE TIME OF RELINQUISHMENT OF THE ADOPTEE; THE ALIAS, IF ANY,
USED AT THE TIME OF RELINQUISHMENT OF THE ADOPTEE; AND THE CURRENT NAME,
CURRENT ADDRESS, AND CURRENT TELEPHONE NUMBER OF THE BIRTH PARENT.

(28.7)  "CONTACT PREFERENCE FORM" MEANS A WRITTEN STATEMENT SIGNED BY

A BIRTH PARENT INDICATING WHETHER THE BIRTH PARENT PREFERS FUTURE CONTACT

WITH AN ADULT ADOPTEE, AN ADULT DESCENDANT OF THE ADOPTEE, OR A LEGAL

REPRESENTATIVE OF THE ADOPTEE OR THE DESCENDANT AND, IF CONTACT IS

PREFERRED, WHETHER THE CONTACT SHOULD BE THROUGH A CONFIDENTIAL

INTERMEDIARY OR A DESIGNATED EMPLOYEE OF A CHILD PLACEMENT AGENCY.  A
CONTACT PREFERENCE FORM INCLUDES AN OPTION FOR A BIRTH PARENT TO

AUTHORIZE THE RELEASE OF AN ORIGINAL BIRTH CERTIFICATE.

(103.5)  "STATE REGISTRAR" MEANS THE STATE REGISTRAR OF VITAL STATISTICS IN

THE DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC HEALTH AND ENVIRONMENT.

(111.5)  "UPDATED MEDICAL HISTORY STATEMENT" MEANS A WRITTEN NARRATIVE

STATEMENT DATED AND SIGNED BY A BIRTH PARENT ABOUT THE MEDICAL HISTORY OF

THE BIRTH PARENT OR OTHER BIOLOGICAL RELATIVES OF THE ADOPTEE THAT CAN BE

VOLUNTARILY SUBMITTED BY THE BIRTH PARENT TO THE STATE REGISTRAR FOR

FUTURE DISCLOSURE TO THE BIRTH PARENT'S ADULT CHILD WHO IS AN ADULT ADOPTEE

OR AN ADULT DESCENDANT OF THE ADOPTEE OR LEGAL REPRESENTATIVE OF SUCH

PERSON IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE PROVISIONS OF SECTION 19-5-305 (1.5).

SECTION 4.  19-5-103 (2) (g), Colorado Revised Statutes, is amended to read:

19-5-103.  Relinquishment procedure - petition - hearings.  (2)  The counseling
specified in paragraph (a) of subsection (1) of this section and provided by the
department or the child placement agency shall include, but not be limited to, the
following:

(g)  The confidentiality of all information, except for nonidentifying information as
defined in section 19-1-103 (80) that may be accessed as provided in part 4 of this
article, obtained by the department and the child placement agency in the course of
relinquishment counseling unless the parent provides written permission or a release
of information is ordered by a court of competent jurisdiction AND EXCEPT FOR A

COPY OF AN ORIGINAL BIRTH CERTIFICATE THAT MAY BE OBTAINED BY AN ADULT

ADOPTEE, ADULT DESCENDANT OF AN ADOPTEE, OR A LEGAL REPRESENTATIVE OF THE

ADOPTEE OR DESCENDANT AS AUTHORIZED BY SECTION 19-5-305.  The counseling
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shall also include notice that a birth parent has the opportunity to file a written
statement specifying that the birth parent's information remain confidential, and an
explanation of the rights and responsibilities of birth parents who disagree about
consent as set forth in section 19-5-305 (2), AND NOTICE THAT A BIRTH PARENT HAS

THE OPPORTUNITY TO SIGN AND SUBMIT A CONTACT PREFERENCE FORM AND UPDATED

MEDICAL HISTORY STATEMENTS TO THE STATE REGISTRAR AS SET FORTH IN SECTION

19-5-305 (1.5).

SECTION 5.  19-5-303 (2) (c), Colorado Revised Statutes, is amended to read:

19-5-303.  Commission created - duties.  (2)  The commission shall have
responsibility for:

(c)  Maintaining an up-to-date list of persons who have completed training as
confidential INTERMEDIARIES or as persons who conduct searches for child placement
agencies and communicating such list to the judicial department.

SECTION 6.  19-5-306, Colorado Revised Statutes, is amended to read:

19-5-306.  Public information campaign.  The executive directors of the
department of human services and the department of public health and environment,
or such executive directors' designees, shall work together to design and implement
efforts within existing appropriations to assist in informing the public about the
existence and availability of the confidential intermediary process established in this
part 3 and the voluntary adoption registry established pursuant to section 25-2-113.5,
C.R.S., and to inform the public about the change in the availability of adoption
records, INCLUDING BIRTH CERTIFICATES, and other records related to the adoption
process as set forth in section 19-5-305, AND TO INFORM BIRTH PARENTS ABOUT THE

OPPORTUNITY TO COMPLETE CONTACT PREFERENCE FORMS AND SUBMIT UPDATED

MEDICAL HISTORY STATEMENTS AS SET FORTH IN SECTION 19-5-305.  Such efforts
shall be implemented within existing appropriations on or before September 1, 1999
AND AFTER JULY 1, 2005, by disseminating information to the public through child
placement agencies and through the use of public service announcements and such
other additional means of communication as the executive directors or their designees
determine appropriate.  THE PUBLIC INFORMATION CAMPAIGN SHALL ALSO PROVIDE

REFERRAL INFORMATION ON COMMUNITY RESOURCES THAT MAY BE AVAILABLE TO

THE ADOPTION TRIAD TO ASSIST THEM IN DEALING WITH ISSUES THAT ARISE IN

SEARCHES AND REUNIFICATIONS WITH RELATIVES OR IN DECIDING NOT TO SEEK

CONTACT OR INFORMATION ABOUT RELATIVES.  SUCH RESOURCES SHALL INCLUDE A

VARIETY OF SOURCES, INCLUDING CHILD PLACEMENT AGENCIES, SOCIAL WORKERS,
THERAPISTS AND FAITH-BASED COUNSELORS, AND ORGANIZATIONS DESIGNED TO

PROVIDE SUPPORT TO MEMBERS OF THE ADOPTION TRIAD.

SECTION 7.  25-2-113.5 (2) (d), Colorado Revised Statutes, is amended to read:

25-2-113.5.  Limited access to information upon consent of all parties -
voluntary adoption registry.  (2)  As used in this section, unless the context
otherwise requires:

(d)  "Qualified adult adoptee" means an adopted person twenty-one EIGHTEEN years
of age or older who was born in Colorado and who meets the requirements of this
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section.

SECTION 8.  Appropriation.  In addition to any other appropriation, there is
hereby appropriated, out of any moneys in the vital statistics records cash fund
created in section 25-2-121 (2) (b) (I), Colorado Revised Statutes, not otherwise
appropriated, to the department of public health and environment, for the fiscal year
beginning July 1, 2005, the sum of eight thousand six hundred fifty-seven dollars
($8,657) and 0.2 FTE, or so much thereof as may be necessary, for the
implementation of this act.

SECTION 9.  Effective date.  This act shall take effect July 1, 2005.

SECTION 10.  Safety clause.  The general assembly hereby finds, determines,
and declares that this act is necessary for the immediate preservation of the public
peace, health, and safety.

Approved: June 2, 2005
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