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CHAPTER 153

EDUCATION - UNIVERSITIES AND COLLEGES

HOUSE BILL 03-1108

BY REPRESENTATIVE(S) Paccione, Borodkin, Boyd, Carroll, Cerbo, Cloer, Coleman, Frangas, Garcia, Hefley, Hoppe, Jahn,
Johnson R., King, Madden, Marshall, McFadyen, Merrifield, Miller, Plant, Pommer, Ragsdale, Romanoff, Rose, Salazar, Veiga,
Vigil, Weddig, Weissmann, Wiens, and Williams S.;

also SENATOR(S) Tupa, Arnold, Fitz-Gerald, Groff, Grossman, Hanna, Phillips, Sandoval, and Windels.

AN ACT

CONCERNING A STANDARD POLICY FOR ACCEPTING INTERNATIONAL BACCALAUREATE DIPLOMA
STUDENTS IN COLORADO INSTITUTIONS OF HIGHER EDUCATION.

Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the State of Colorado:

SECTION 1. Article 1 oftitle 23, Colorado Revised Statutes, is amended BY
THE ADDITION OF A NEW SECTION to read:

23-1-113.2. Commission directive - admission standards for students holding
international baccalaureate diplomas. (1) (a) THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY HEREBY
FINDS AND DECLARES THAT:

(I) IT IS IN THE BEST INTERESTS OF THE STATE TO ENCOURAGE THE DEVELOPMENT
AND ADOPTION OF INNOVATIVE AND EFFECTIVE CURRICULA FOR HIGH SCHOOL
STUDENTS;

(H) THE INTERNATIONAL BACCALAUREATE DIPLOMA PROGRAM IS AN ESTABLISHED
AND WELL-RESPECTED PROGRAM DESIGNED TO PROVIDE INNOVATIVE CURRICULA
WORLD-WIDE;

(III) IN MOST OTHER WESTERN EDUCATIONAL SYSTEMS, SECONDARY EDUCATION
INCLUDES THE EQUIVALENT OF A THIRTEENTH GRADE, AND THE INTERNATIONAL
BACCALAUREATE DIPLOMA PROGRAM CONFORMS TO THIS APPROACH WITH ITS
RIGOROUS COURSE OF STUDY OVER TWO YEARS;

(IV) A STUDENT WHO HAS SUCCESSFULLY COMPLETED THE INTERNATIONAL
BACCALAUREATE DIPLOMA PROGRAM IS VIEWED AS A HIGHLY ATTRACTIVE STUDENT
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BY INSTITUTIONS OF HIGHER EDUCATION DUE TO THE STUDENT'S AMBITION, WORK
HABITS, AND SCHOLARSHIP;

(V) NATIONWIDE, INSTITUTIONS OF HIGHER EDUCATION RECOGNIZE THE HIGH
LEVEL OF ACADEMIC SOPHISTICATION OF INTERNATIONAL BACCALAUREATESTUDENTS
AND MANY OFFER CONSIDERABLE COLLEGE CREDIT AS AN INDUCEMENT FOR THOSE
STUDENTS TO ATTEND THEIR INSTITUTIONS;

(VI) MANY COLORADO INTERNATIONAL BACCALAUREATE STUDENTS LEAVE THE
STATE TO ATTEND INSTITUTIONS OF HIGHER EDUCATION THAT PROVIDE ATTRACTIVE
OFFERS OF CREDIT; AND

(VII) ITISIN THE BESTINTERESTS OF COLORADO TO RETAIN THE STATE'S BEST AND
BRIGHTEST STUDENTS WHO CAN ESTABLISH PERMANENT RESIDENCY AND
SUBSEQUENTLY CONTRIBUTE TO THE INTELLECTUAL AND ECONOMIC VITALITY OF THE
STATE.

(b) IT IS THEREFORE THE INTENT OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY IN ENACTING THIS
SECTION THAT COLORADO INSTITUTIONS OF HIGHER EDUCATION BE REQUIRED TO
ADOPT COMPREHENSIVE AND REASONABLE POLICIES TO OFFER CREDIT TO
INTERNATIONAL BACCALAUREATE STUDENTS.

(2) (a) ON OR BEFORE JANUARY 1, 2004, THE COMMISSION SHALL ENSURE THAT
EACH GOVERNING BOARD OF A STATE-SUPPORTED BACCALAUREATE AND GRADUATE
INSTITUTION OF HIGHER EDUCATION IN THE STATE ADOPT AND IMPLEMENT, FOR EACH
OF THE INSTITUTIONS UNDER ITS CONTROL, A POLICY FOR THE ACCEPTANCE OF
FIRST-TIME FRESHMAN STUDENTS WHO HAVE SUCCESSFULLY COMPLETED AN
INTERNATIONAL BACCALAUREATE DIPLOMA PROGRAM.

(b) EACH GOVERNING BOARD SHALL REPORT THE POLICY ADOPTED AND
IMPLEMENTED PURSUANT TO PARAGRAPH (a) OF THIS SUBSECTION (2) TO THE
COMMISSION AND SHALL MAKE THE POLICY AVAILABLE TO THE PUBLIC IN AN
ELECTRONIC FORMAT.

(c) EACHGOVERNING BOARD SHALL SET THENUMBER OF CREDITS THE INSTITUTION
MAY GRANT TO A STUDENT WHO HAS SUCCESSFULLY COMPLETED AN INTERNATIONAL
BACCALAUREATE DIPLOMA PROGRAM. EXCEPT AS OTHERWISE PROVIDED IN
PARAGRAPH (d) OF THIS SUBSECTION (2), THE NUMBER OF CREDITS GRANTED BY AN
INSTITUTION SHALL BE, AT A MINIMUM, TWENTY-FOUR SEMESTER CREDITS OR THEIR
EQUIVALENT. EACH GOVERNING BOARD SHALL IDENTIFY THE SPECIFIC GENERAL
EDUCATION OR ELECTIVE REQUIREMENTS THAT THE STUDENT SATISFIES BY HAVING
SUCCESSFULLY COMPLETED THE INTERNATIONAL BACCALAUREATE DIPLOMA
PROGRAM AND SHALL OUTLINE THE CONDITIONS NECESSARY TO AWARD THE CREDITS.

(d) EACH INSTITUTION MAY DETERMINE THE LEVEL OF STUDENT PERFORMANCE
NECESSARY TO GRANT THE CREDITS, AS MEASURED BY A STUDENT'S EXAM
PERFORMANCE IN THE SPECIFIC COURSES CONSTITUTING THE INTERNATIONAL
BACCALAUREATEDIPLOMA PROGRAM. AN INSTITUTION MAY ONLY GRANT LESS THAN
TWENTY-FOUR SEMESTER CREDITS OR THEIR EQUIVALENT IF THE STUDENT HAS
RECEIVED A SCORE OF LESS THAN FOUR ON AN EXAM ADMINISTERED AS PART OF THE
INTERNATIONAL BACCALAUREATE DIPLOMA PROGRAM, IN WHICH CASE THE NUMBER
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OF SEMESTER CREDITS OR THEIR EQUIVALENT GRANTED BY THE INSTITUTION SHALL
BE REDUCED ACCORDINGLY.

(3) THE PROVISIONS OF THIS SECTION SHALL NOT APPLY TO ANY INSTITUTION OF
HIGHER EDUCATION THAT HAS ENTERED INTO A PERFORMANCE CONTRACT WITH THE
COMMISSION AS AN EXEMPLARY INSTITUTION OF HIGHER EDUCATION.

SECTION 2. Effective date. This act shall take effectat 12:01 a.m. on the day
following the expiration of the ninety-day period after final adjournment of the
general assembly that is allowed for submitting a referendum petition pursuant to
article V, section 1 (3) of the state constitution; except that, if a referendum petition
is filed against this act or an item, section, or part of this act within such period, then
the act, item, section, or part, if approved by the people, shall take effect on the date
of the official declaration of the vote thereon by proclamation of the governor.

Approved: April 18, 2003
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