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CHAPTER 255
INSURANCE

SENATE BILL 95-116

BY SENATORS Tanner, Casey, Gallagher, Martinez, Pascoe, Rupert, and Thiebaut;
aso REPRESENTATIVESENtz, Armstrong, Chlouber, Clarke, George, Hernandez, June, Kaufman, Knox, Lawrence, Lyle, Morrison,
Sullivan, and Tupa.

AN ACT

CONCERNING A REQUIREMENT THAT PROSTATE CANCER SCREENING EXPENSES BE COVERED BY
HEALTH BENEFIT PROGRAMS.

Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the State of Colorado:

SECTION 1. 10-16-104 (10), Colorado Revised Statutes, 1994 Repl. Val., is
amended to read:

10-16-104. Mandatory coverageprovisions. (10) Prostatecancer screening.
(@) All individual and all group sickness and accident insurance policies, except
supplemental policies covering aspecified disease or other limited benefit, which are
delivered or issued for delivery within the state by an entity subject to the provisions
of part 2 of thisarticleand all individual and group health care service or indemnity
contractsissued by an entity subject to the provisions of part 3 or 4 of thisarticle, as
well as any other group health care coverage offered to residents of this state, shall
offer PROVIDE coveragefor annual screeningfor theearly detection of prostate cancer
in men over the age of fifty years and in men over the age of forty yearswho arein
high-risk categories, which coverage by entities subject to part 2 or 3 of this article
shall not be subject to policy deductibles. Such coverage shall be the lesser of
sixty-five dollars per prostate cancer screening, or the actual charge for such
screening.  Such benefit shall in no way diminish or limit diagnostic benefits
otherwise allowable under a policy. This coverage shall be effered PROVIDED
according to the following guidelines:

(1) Thescreeningshall beperformed by aqualified medical professional, including
without limitation a urologist, internist, general practitioner, doctor of osteopathy,
nurse practitioner, or physician assistant.
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(I1) The screening shall consist, at a minimum, of the following tests:
(A) A prostate-specific antigen ("PSA") blood test;
(B) Digital rectal examination.

(111) Atleast one screening per year shall be covered for any man fifty years of age
or older.

(IV) At least one screening per year shall be covered for any man from forty to
fifty yearsof agewhoisat increased risk of devel oping prostate cancer asdetermined
by the man's physician for an entity subject to part 2 or 3 of this article, or as
determined by a participating physician for an entity subject to part 4 of thisarticle.

(b) Therequirementsof this subsection (10) shall apply to al individual sickness
and accident insurance policiesand health care service or indemnity contractsissued
on or after Juby-1-1993 JANUARY 1, 1996, and to all group accident and sickness
policies and group health care service or indemnity contracts issued, renewed, or
reinstated on or after Juby-1-1993 JANUARY 1, 1996.

(c) For purposes of this subsection (10), "sickness and accident insurance policy"
does not include short-term, accident, fixed indemnity, specified disease policies or
disability income contracts, and limited benefit or credit disability insurance, or such
other insurance as defined in section 10-18-101 (3) or by the commissioner. The
term also does not include insurance arising out of the "Workers' Compensation Act
of Colorado", articles 40 to 47 of title 8, C.R.S,, or other similar law, automobile
medical payment insurance, or insurance under which benefits are payable with or
without regard to fault and which is required by law to be contained in any liability
insurance policy or equivalent self-insurance.

(d) Thehealth care service planissued by an entity subject totheprovisions of part
4 of this article may provide that the benefits effered PROVIDED pursuant to this
subsection (10) shall be covered benefits only if the services are rendered by a
provider who is designated by and affiliated with the health maintenance
organization.

SECTION 2. Effectivedate. Thisact shall take effect July 1, 1995.

SECTION 3. Safety clause. Thegeneral assembly hereby finds, determines, and
declaresthat this act is necessary for theimmediate preservation of the public peace,
health, and safety.

Approved: June 5, 1995



