Ch. 48 Labor and Industry

CHAPTER 48
LABOR AND INDUSTRY

HOUSE BILL 94-1051

BY REPRESENTATIVES Reeser, Adkins, Armstrong, Fleming, Friednash, Hagedorn, R. Hernandez, June, Keller, Knox, Nichol,
Snyder and Tucker;
aso SENATORS Schaffer and Traylor.

AN ACT

CONCERNING REPLACEMENT OF PROSTHETIC DEVICESIN WORK ERS' COMPENSATION CASES.

Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the Sate of Colorado:

SECTION 1. 8-42-101 (1) (b), Colorado Revised Statutes, 1986 Repl. Val., as
amended, is amended to read:

8-42-101. Employer must furnish medical aid - approval of plan - fee
schedule - contracting for treatment - no recovery from employee - medical
treatment guidelines- accr editation of physicians. (1) (b) Inall caseswherethe
injury results in the loss of a member or part of the employee's body, loss of teeth,
loss of vision or hearing, or damage to an existing prosthetic device, the employer
shall furnishwithinthelimits of themedical benefitsprovidedin paragraph (a) of this
subsection (1) one artificial member, glasses, a hearing aid, a brace, and any other
external prosthetic device, including dentures, which are reasonably required to
replace or improve the function of each member or part of the body or prosthetic
devi ceso affected or to i mprovetheempl oyeesws onor hearing. The employee may

fumrshed— petltlon the d|V|S|on for eﬁe—addrEreﬁal—repFaeemeﬁt A REPLACEM ENT OF

ANY ARTIFICIAL MEMBER, GLASSES, HEARING AID, BRACE, OR OTHER EXTERNAL
PROSTHETIC DEVICE, INCLUDING DENTURES UpON grounds that the employee has
undergone an anatomical change since the erigifal PREVIOUS DEVICE was furnished,
andthat theanatomical changeisdirectly related to and caused by theinjury, and that
the replacement is necessary to improve the function of each member or part of the
body so affected or to relieve pain and discomfort.

Implants or devices necessary to regulate the operation of, or to replace, with
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implantable devices, internal organs or structures of the body MAY BE REPLACED
WHEN THEAUTHORIZED TREATING PHY SICIAN DEEMSIT NECESSARY. Every employer
subject to thetermsand provisions of articles40to 47 of thistitle must insure against
liability for the medical, surgical, and hospital expenses provided for in this article,
unlesspermissionisgiven by thedirector to such employer to operate under amedical
plan, as set forth in subsection (2) of this section.

SECTION 2. Safety clause. Thegeneral assembly hereby finds, determines, and
declaresthat this act is necessary for theimmediate preservation of the public peace,
health, and safety.

Approved: March 22, 1994



