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Pine Gulch Fire

• The Pine Gulch Fire started on BLM land on 7/31/2020 and burned
onto private land in unincorporated Mesa County on 8/2/2020.

• The final cost of the Pine Gulch Fire was in excess of $26 Million.

• We were able to mitigate county exposure to costs by participating in
the Emergency Fire Fund through the Colorado Division of Fire
Prevention and Control.

• The Pine Gulch Fire became a State Responsibility Fire at 12:01AM on
8/3/2020.

• Mesa County's cost share with the BLM on 8/2/2020 was for 20% of
aviation expenditures for that day which made our portion $80,000.





Mesa County Community Wildfire Protection Plan (CWPP)

• Mesa County has a countywide Community Wildfire Protection Plan (CWPP) that was
drafted in 2012 by SWCA Environmental Consultants. The Community Wildfire Protection
Plan defines the wildland urban interface, assesses risk, and identifies possible fire
mitigation projects.

Click HERE to view Mesa County CWPP

file:///C:/Users/Brenda.Wiseman/Documents/Mesa County Final CWPP.pdf


• The purpose of the MCCWPP is to assist in protecting human life and
reducing property loss due to wildfire throughout Mesa County.

• The MCCWPP meets the requirements of the Healthy Forests Restoration
Act by:

1) Having been developed collaboratively by multiple agencies at the state and local levels in consultation with
federal agencies and other interested parties.

2) Prioritizing and identifying fuel reduction treatments and recommending the types and methods of
treatments to protect at-risk communities and pertinent infrastructure.

3) Suggesting multi-party mitigation, monitoring, and outreach.

4) Recommending measures and action items that residents and communities can take to reduce the ignitability
of structures.

5) Facilitating public information meetings to educate and involve the community to participate in and
contribute to the development of the MCCWPP.







Summary Statement from SWCA 
Environmental Consultants 

Fire management cannot be a one-size-fits-all endeavor; this plan is designed to be flexible.

Treatment approaches and methods will be site-specific and should be adapted to best meet the

needs of the landowner and the resources available. Moreover each treatment recommendation

should address protection of CVAR particularly the protection of threatened and endangered

species. For treatments in or close to wetland and riparian areas the practitioner should consult

the Colorado Natural Heritage Program Survey of Critical Wetlands and Riparian Areas in Mesa

County (Rocchio et al. 2003) to determine that treatments would not impact designated sensitive

areas. It is the intent of this plan to be an evolving document that will incorporate additional

areas of the County as they change in risk category over time.



Fire Mitigation Funding Efforts

• Mesa County currently has a $40,000 Community Assistance Grant from the BLM and we
are focusing on fire mitigation projects on overgrown Mesa County owned land on the
valley floor. Previously we had a $50,000 grant and focused on projects on private land on
Glade Park.

• In budget year 2019, the Mesa County Sheriff funded a $20,000 masticating head for a
County owned excavator. Road and Bridge uses this equipment for their roadside projects
and they partner with the Sheriff's Office on mitigation projects.

• In budget year 2020, the Mesa County Sheriff funded a $37,000 wood chipper for onsite
disposal of slash from fire mitigation projects.

• In total, Mesa County has invested $150,000 in fire mitigation over the past several years.

• Additional resources will allow Mesa County to mitigate potential fire hazards and
flooding (aftermath – Glenwood Canyon) from burn areas.


