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Mission: Cultivando is a small nonprofit led by a handful of indigenous, Latina 

women that work to serve the Latino community. We focus on community 

leadership to advance health equity through advocacy, collaboration, and policy 

change. Our work is based on our organizational values of community-led work, 

social justice, and collaborative leadership.

We believe the best community work is led by those impacted, and that value is 

reflected in our staff and programs through our promotora model.
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Zip Code 80216

Source: Colorado Department of Public Health and Environment (CDPHE) Open Data
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Suncor Oil and Gas 
Refinery

Source: Colorado Department of Public Health and Environment (CDPHE) Open Data
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“Environmental racism is forcing our communities to endure cumulative effects of toxic exposure, which 
impacts multiple generations in the area where Suncor has operated for nearly a century without 
sufficient scrutiny or accountability,” said Executive Director Olga González.



Summary of Air Monitoring Work

OGI video captured by Earthworks shows plume of pollution (invisible 
methane and VOCs) from major source on the Suncor refinery Mobile air monitors located in various 

areas around the Denver-metro

Elvia Chavez, Promotora at Cultivando, 
changes radiello tubes
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Summary of Air 
Monitoring Findings
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We have found that there is great 
variation in pollutant concentrations over 
time:

• Variations in air emissions throughout 
the day

• Variations between day and night, with 
more pollution during nighttime hours



Summary of Air 
Monitoring Findings

We have also found that there are 
differences in the concentration of 
pollutants in the air depending on your 
location:
• Higher concentration of pollution 

near the refinery, compared > 10 
miles from the refinery

Broomfield

Commerce City



Summary of Air 
Monitoring Findings

Commerce City

Broomfield



Summary of Air Monitoring Findings

BSE – Broomfield. Soaring Eagle

CCF – Commerce City Fixed Site



Summary of Air Monitoring Findings
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There are multiple pollutants present at the 
same time:

• Contaminants come from different sources 
and not just from one specific area within 
Suncor. 

• Radioactivity detected in the air within the 
areas closest to the refinery.



Events Unsafe for Human Health
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Contaminant Alert level Documented health effects Source # Alerts/ 
month

Benzene 0.9 ppb Drowsiness 
Dizziness 
Fast/irregular heartbeat 
Damage to the immune system

World Health Organization (WHO): no safe 
level

Agency for Toxic Substances and Disease 
Registry: > = 9ppb

13

Hydrogen 
Sulfide

8.0 ppb Fatigue 
Headaches 
Dizziness

Odor threshold: 10 ppb 17

Sulfur Dioxide 15.3 ppb Irritation to the nose, throat, lungs 
Coughing, difficulty breathing
Headaches
Nausea, vomiting and dizziness
Children with asthma may have more trouble 
breathing

WHO Air Quality Guidelines 2*



Events Unsafe for Human Health
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Our Stories

www.cultivando.org  |  Facebook:@CultivandoCO
|  Instagram:@cultivando_co 



Our Stories

www.cultivando.org  |  Facebook:@CultivandoCO
|  Instagram:@cultivando_co 



√√√√√√√

Next Steps
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Final Air Monitoring Report available by the end 
of this year

Social Impacts and Health Impacts Final Report 
available by next year



Thank You!
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Guadalupe Solís, Director of EJ Programs
guadalupe.solis@cultivando.org

Laura Martinez
laura@cultivando.org


