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DHE's vision is that all Coloradans will have an education beyond 
high school to pursue their dreams and improve our communities.

DHE Mission & Vision
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DHE’s mission is to support students, 

advocate and develop policies to maximize 

higher education opportunities for all.



DHE Organizational Chart
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Colorado’s Institutions of Higher Education
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Research &/or University System
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Local District College
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https://cdhe.colorado.gov/students/preparing-for-college/selecting-an-institution

https://cdhe.colorado.gov/students/preparing-for-college/selecting-an-institution


Educational Attainment and the Labor Force
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STRATEGIC	GOAL	#1
Increase	Completion

STRATEGIC	GOAL	#3
Improve	Student	Success

STRATEGIC	GOAL	#2
Erase	Equity Gaps

STRATEGIC	GOAL	#4
Commit	to	Affordability,

Cost	Containment and	Innovation

Strategic Plan for Higher Education



Colorado Commission on Higher Education
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o 11 members	appointed	by	Governor	Polis;	
12	advisors	represent	key	stakeholders

o Led	the	Student	Success	and	Workforce	
Revitalization Task	Force

o Revised the	state	strategic	plan	to	
a completely	refreshed	ROI-focused	plan.

o Commitment	to	postsecondary	education	
value	for	ALL	Coloradans.



Wildly Important Goals (WIGs)
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https://dashboard.colorado.gov/governors-dashboard/higher-education

FAFSA 
Completion

Cost Containment and
Affordability for Learners

https://dashboard.colorado.gov/governors-dashboard/higher-education


Wildly Important Goals (WIGs)
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Erasing Equity Gaps in
Postsecondary Education

Workforce Development -
Pick Your Pathway



Equity, Diversity, and Inclusion
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o EDI Trainings

o Equity Champions Coalition Cohort 
3- Senior Equity Officers

o Launched Statewide Hispanic 
Serving Institution (HSI) Consortium

o Extending Social Determinants of 
Student Success Work

o Student Voice Speaker Series



CDHE FY 2023-24 
Budget Request

FY 2023-24 Budget Snapshot

FY 2023-24 Total Funds: $5.68B

FY 2023-24 General Fund: $1.44B

FY 2023-24 FTE: 26,488.7
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R1 – State Funding Increase for Public Higher Education, including an additional $3M for Colorado Opportunity 
Scholarship Initiative

R2 –Tuition Spending Authority

R3 —Fort Lewis College Native American Tuition Waiver

R4—Colorado Cannabis Research Funding-Institute for Cannabis Research (ICR)

Budget Amendments
BA-01: Technical Adjustment for Fitzsimons Lease Purchase Agreement
BA-02: Strategic Staffing Support for Department of Higher Education

Legislative Set Asides
$40M to provide zero-cost postsecondary education and training
$5M to expand short-term nursing programs

DHE FY 2023-24 Budget Requests
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Selective Service at Colorado Institutions of Higher Education

Increasing Access to the Colorado Re-Engaged Initiative

Legislative Agenda
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Of our total allocation of $192 million we have sent 
$101.7 million to our partners as of December 31st, 2022.

Stimulus Funding Implementation
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For ongoing updates to stimulus programs, please visit coforward.colorado.gov





First Term Wins
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o More Completion, Less Debt

o Open Educational Resources

o Free Application Days

o Social Determinants of Student Success

o Zero-Cost Entry Level Training in Healthcare and Early Childhood

o Creation of the CASFA



Thank you!
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Appendix: More information
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To view monthly updates on Wildly Important Goals and corresponding lead measures, 

please visit the Governor’s Dashboard.

For more information on additional CDHE goals, view our strategic plan dashboard at: 

masterplan.highered.colorado.gov/dashboard

https://dashboard.state.co.us/default.htm


Appendix: Regulatory Agenda
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The Department’s 2023 Regulatory Agenda for the Division of Private Occupational

Schools, the Colorado Opportunity Scholarship Initiative and the State Historical 

Society can be accessed here.

https://nam11.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fhighered.colorado.gov%2FPublications%2FReports%2FLegislative%2FGeneral%2FCDHE_Regulatory_Agenda_2023_filing.pdf&data=05%7C01%7CChloe.Figg%40dhe.state.co.us%7C9b3c36f95ae749013dec08dada054df8%7C472b2de6094648849c95a8326b5e99f5%7C0%7C0%7C638062013576792889%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=HJRVA5YVVRGkJDyFlxRX5UckvVk5q6trqInzoi%2BcmyY%3D&reserved=0


Appendix: Sexual Misconduct Advisory Committee
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The state of Colorado continues to be positioned to be a national leader in the prevention and response to 

sexual misconduct at Institutes of Higher Education (IHEs) since the passage of C.R.S. §§ 23-5-146 et seq. 

(SB 19-007) in May 2019.

Sexual Misconduct Advisory Committee Website

https://nam11.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fcdhe.colorado.gov%2Feducators%2Fadministration%2Ftitle-ix-student-protections-against-gender-discrimination%2Fsexual&data=05%7C01%7CChloe.Figg%40dhe.state.co.us%7C00a0fcafbe734f73e56c08daef646759%7C472b2de6094648849c95a8326b5e99f5%7C0%7C0%7C638085511767628276%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=ky4W7PM9cVbvaSGsZG3mYOJ0f4tJTccGNRLwf0kZ2xk%3D&reserved=0


Appendix: COSLI
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Access the annual COSLI report here.

You can learn more about this state-funded program here.

https://nam11.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fhighered.colorado.gov%2FPublications%2FReports%2FEnrollment%2FCOSLI%2F2022%2FCOSLI_Statistical_Report_2022.pdf&data=05%7C01%7CChloe.Figg%40dhe.state.co.us%7C460657cf37c04d43c1bc08dade2d04f3%7C472b2de6094648849c95a8326b5e99f5%7C0%7C0%7C638066582199548970%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=vDY2E7JSQg%2BaHlMyfRE5UkHm0H4RGIZGs7faXWdpmAc%3D&reserved=0
https://costudentleaders.org/

