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Reviews deaths to understand the 
circumstance contributing to deaths 
and make improvement to prevent 

future deaths, regardless of whether a 
child and their family were involved 

with any systems
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Reviews deaths with the goal of 
improving systems such as the child 

welfare system   





Colorado Child Fatality Prevention System



Child Fatality Prevention System 
Types of child deaths reviewed:
� Motor vehicle/other transport
� Sudden unexpected 
    infant deaths
� Child maltreatment 
� Suicide
� Homicide
� Overdose and poisoning deaths
� Unintentional injury 
    (fires, drowning, falls)
� Undetermined causes



2023 Annual 
Legislative 

Report
You can access this report, the CFPS 
Data Dashboard, and past legislative 
reports on the CFPS Collaboration 

Website: 
www.cochildfatalityprevention.com  



Statistics are human 
beings with 

the tears wiped away.

— Paul Brodeur

“
“



The impact of policies and systems on 
child deaths.
Generations of social, economic, and environmental inequities 
contribute to families losing infants, children, and youth.

These factors perpetuate disparities in child deaths by geography, 
race, ethnicity, sexual orientation, and gender identity.

CFPS strives to provide additional context and research about how 
inequities impact child deaths. By changing policies and systems 
that create and perpetuate inequities, CFPS can reduce the 
number of child deaths that occur in Colorado.



Causes of death are not mutually exclusive. 
Totals sum beyond n=1220.



CDHS
Child Fatality Review 

Team



● Population
● Key Objectives of the Review Process
● Framework Guiding Review Process
● CFRT Annual Report

Child Fatality Review Team Overview



Modify Colorado 
Department of Human 
Services’ rules regulating 
family foster care homes 
to better align with the 
American Academy of 
Pediatrics (AAP) infant 
safe sleep 
recommendations, 
including training for 
foster families regarding 
infant safe sleep.

2015

Raise awareness and 
provide education to 
child welfare providers 
and community 
agencies on safe firearm 
storage to prevent child 
deaths involving 
firearms.

2018

Completed Recommendations
CDPH CFPS & CDHS CFRT Joint Recommendations



Strengthen 
practices related to 
sharing child 
maltreatment data 
across local 
agencies in 
Colorado.

2016 & 2017

Support policies 
that ensure access 
to quality, 
affordable child 
care for families.

2019 & 2020

Support policies 
that expand 
access to 
community-based 
home visiting 
programs for all 
families with 
infants and young 
children.

2021

Ongoing Recommendations
CDPH CFPS & CDHS CFRT Joint Recommendations



Support policies that 
increase funding to 
support non-police 
community-based 
crisis response.

2022

Provide information to parents and communities in their 
preferred language about the risks associated with 
substance misuse, overdose, and evidence-informed 
strategies to reduce these risks, including how to:

1. Access and use naloxone and fentanyl test strips;
2. Respond to a suspected drug overdose, including information on 

Colorado’s Good Samaritan Law;
3. Safely store and dispose of both prescription and illegal drugs;
4. Avoid accidental ingestion of drugs by young children; and
5. Have conversations with children about overdose and poisoning 

prevention in age-appropriate ways. 

2023

Ongoing Recommendations
CDPH CFPS & CDHS CFRT Joint Recommendations



Questions?

15


