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Counties & Commissioners Acting Together

Counties across Colorado working to provide a unified, nonpartisan and independent voice at the statehouse.

It is imperative the Colorado General Assembly hear directly from local leaders who interface daily within their
communities and have the pulse of what is needed to promote a strong quality of life for Colorado citizens.

Counties & Commissioners Acting Together (CCAT) is a group of counties and individual commissioners across
Colorado working to provide a unified, nonpartisan and independent voice at the statehouse.

ADDING TO LOCAL GOVERNMENT VOICE

CCAT provides an additional voice for county and local government interests in statewide policy debates -
working alongside and adding to the chorus of strong local government interests active at the statehouse.
This confirms a consistent voice at the capitol to ensure thorough understanding of the scope and the needs
of local issues.

» Advocated alongside common partners to secure additional county representation on key committee
addressing critical child welfare services in counties.

REPRESENTING A DIVERSITY OF REGIONS

CCAT strives to ensure that a diversity of perspectives is informing the debate— urban/rural; western
slope/front range; large and small communities — are represented when CCAT takes a position on the issues
facing Colorado communities.

» Led efforts to secure policy reforms to create access to affordable and quality health care across the
state for all communities.

FOCUSING ON MOST PRESSING ISSUES FACING LOCAL GOVERNMENTS

CCAT’s agenda is intentional and focused on policy issues that are high profile and complicated - extending
beyond operational considerations of counties as an entity, and into the issues that most impact county
citizens such as affordable housing, health care, human services, and transportation.

» CCAT led a collaborative effort with other local government groups to convene a transportation
summit with Governor Polis, CDOT Director Shoshana Lew and the sponsors of the 2021 legislation.
The goal was to elevate local government voice in the debate on the bill and convey support for higher
level of revenue and increased emphasis on multimodal projects.

COLLABORATION, LEADERSHIP, AND COMMITMENT TO A COMMON STATEWIDE PURPOSE
CCAT is a consensus driven organization, which works to find common ground between counties on pressing
issues. This consensus driven approach is unique and promotes commonality and support for policies that
benefit the entire state, versus strictly regional advances.

» Led a 2018 stakeholder conversation seeking real solutions for the statewide affordable/workforce
housing crisis. This resulted in 2019 passage of historic funding for statewide housing projects and a

new Strategic Housing Working Group within the Division of Housing.

PROVIDING DIRECT SUPPORT TO MEMBERS - Equipping Counties and Commissioners with Advocacy Tools



CCAT is staffed by a professional Executive Manager and contract lobby team with access to legislative
leadership and the Administration. This team provides direct support to commissioners, enabling them to act
and galvanize efforts to advance and/or defend policy goals.

The qualities list above, along with CCAT’s guiding principles and decision-making process, provide the
organization and its membership the unique ability to be nimble and act quickly and decisively. CCAT'’s ability
to engage on key policy issues and discussions at a moment’s notice ensures the voice of county interests are
represented in the dynamic, ever changing, and fast paced work at the General Assembly.

CCAT’S 2021 PRIORITIES
» New Source of Statewide Transportation Funding
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» Affordable Physical and Mental Health Care
» COVID-19 Response & Support

» Continued Affordable Housing Funding and Policy

» Wildfire Mitigation, Response and Recovery Funding & Policy

For more information about CCAT, please visit our website: www.coloradoccat.org
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Contact:

Thomas Davidson, CCAT’s Executive Manager, tdavidson@aponte-busam.com

Ruth Aponte, Contract Lobbyist, aponte@aponte-busam.com

Governing Board
Chair Hilary Cooper, San Miguel

Chair Randy Wheelock, Clear Creek
Vice-Chair Rich Cimino, Grand
Vice-Chair Emma Pinter, Adams
Matt Jones, Boulder

Deven Shaff, Broomfield
Jeanne McQuenney, Eagle
Andy Kerr, Jefferson

Ben Tisdel, Ouray

Kelly Mcnicholas Kury, Pitkin
Beth Melton, Routt

Tamara Pogue, Summit
Members

Lynn Baca, Adams

Steve O’Dorisio, Adams

Eva Henry, Adams

Chaz Tedesco, Adams

Nancy Jackson, Arapahoe*

Bill Holen, Arapahoe*

Carrie Warren-Gully, Arapahoe*
Marta Loachamin, Boulder
Claire Levy, Boulder

Patrick Quinn- Broomfield

CCAT MEMBERSHIP

Guyleen Castriotta, Broomfield
Kimberly Groom, Broomfield
Stan Jezierski, Broomfield
Elizabeth Law-Evans, Broomfield
Sharon Tessier, Broomfield
William Linstedt, Broomfield
Jean Lim, Broomfield

Laurie Anderson, Broomfield
Heidi Henkel, Broomfield
Keith Baker, Chaffee*
George Marlin, Clear Creek
Sean Wood, Clear Creek
Robin Kniech, Denver*
Kathy Chandler Henry, Eagle
Matt Scherr, Eagle

Linda Isenhart, Gilpin

Web Sill, Gilpin

Sandy Hollingsworth, Gilpin
Kristen Manguso, Grand
Merrit Linke, Grand
Elizabeth Smith, Gunnison
Jonathan Houck, Gunnison
Roland Mason, Gunnison
Tracey Kraft-Tharp, Jefferson

www.coloradoccat.org

Lesley Dahlkemper, Jefferson
Marsha Porter-Norton, La Plata
Matt Salka, La Plata

Clyde Church, La Plata

Sarah Mudge, Lake

Jeff Fiedler, Lake

Kayla Marcella, Lake

John Kefalas, Larimer

Jody Shadduck-McNally, Larimer
Kristin Stephens, Larimer

Jake Niece, Ouray

Lynn Padgett, Ouray

Steve Child, Pitkin

Patti Clapper, Pitkin

Francie Jocober, Pitkin

Greg Poschman, Pitkin

Chris Wiseman, Pueblo*

Tim Redmond, Routt

Tim Corrigan, Routt

Lance Waring, San Miguel

Kris Holstrom, San Miguel
Elisabeth Lawrence, Summit
Josh Blanchard, Summit

* Denotes individual Commissioners

For more information on these or other CCAT issues, please contact Aponte & Busam Public Affairs
Thomas Davidson (970) 333-9817 ¢ Ruth Aponte (303) 907-1980 ¢ Dave DeNovellis (303) 359-8268
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